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,1752'8&7,21�
The Subject of Praise and Worship is one of the most important of all Bible themes. It 
is also one of the most neglected. To fall short of a full appreciation and practice of 
pure spiritual praise and worship is to forego a vital aspect of our ultimate calling in 
Christ. 
 
In recent years, God has been restoring this ministry to His people. An integral feature 
of the great Spiritual renewal which is sweeping the church throughout the world is 
the restoration of praise and worship in the Church, as prophesied by Joel. (Joel 2:21, 
23, 26). 
 
I am aware that many fine books have been published recently on this important 
subject. I am not under the illusion that this article will improve on what has already 
been said in these fine contributions. 
 
If there is a dimension that I personally could add, it may well be that of simplicity. 
One of my main reasons for compiling this study is that the great majority of my 
readers live in emerging world and restricted access nations where these books on 
praise are not readily available. It is to those leaders particularly that this study is 
dedicated. The prayer of my heart is that its pages will help, inspire and motivate 
many of my readers to become praisers and worshippers of God. This is what the 
Father is seeking. "Worshippers, who worship in spirit and truth." (John 4:23) 
 
The early chapters ( 1-8 ) deal with some of the biblical references and principles of 
Praise and Worship. Chapters 9, 10, refer to some of the practical aspects of leading 
people in worship, whilst the final chapter (11) touches upon the prophetic 
significance of Praise and Worship. 
 
In teaching this subject it is vital that the students become actually involved in doing 
and practising the various modes of biblical worship. So some of the time should be 
given to workshop sessions and to actual times of worship when the whole class 
begins to enter into times of corporate worship together employing the various 
scriptural ways of expressing worship. Every Christian should be at least free enough 
to do everything the Bible exhorts us to do, particularly in this important area of 
ascribing to God the worship of which He is profoundly worthy. 
 

Gerald Rowlands. 
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&KDSWHU���
:+<�6+28/'�:(�35$,6(�7+(�/25'"�

Psa 50:23 ´:KRVR�RIIHUHWK�SUDLVH�JORULILHWK�PH��DQG�WR�KLP�WKDW�RUGHUHWK�KLV�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DULJKW�ZLOO�,�VKHZ�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�*RG�µ��.-9��
Whenever we offer praise to God, we glorify, (exalt, uplift, magnify) Him. 
We also encourage God to reveal to us His salvation.(Heb: Yeshah, the same word 
from which the name Jesus comes!) So, praising God, glorifies Him and produces a 
revelation and visitation of Jesus and His salvation. 
 3VD��������´6LQJ�SUDLVHV�WR�*RG��VLQJ�SUDLVHV��VLQJ�SUDLVHV�XQWR�RXU�.LQJ��VLQJ�SUDLVHV��)RU�*RG�LV�WKH�.LQJ�RI�DOO�WKH�HDUWK� VLQJ�SUDLVHV�ZLWK�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�µ��.-9��
Psalm 47:7 says to ..”.sing praises with understanding." This means that we should 
Praise God with a thorough understanding of exactly why and how we are praising 
Him. Here are some of the scriptural reasons why we should do so. 
 �� %(&$86(�2)�:+2�+(�,6���3UDLVH�\H�WKH�/RUG�������

Psa 149:1-2 ´3UDLVH�\H�WKH�/25'��6LQJ�XQWR�WKH�/25'�D�QHZ�VRQJ��DQG�KLV�SUDLVH�LQ�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�RI�VDLQWV��/HW�,VUDHO�UHMRLFH�LQ�KLP�WKDW�PDGH�KLP��OHW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�=LRQ�EH�MR\IXO�LQ�WKHLU�.LQJ�µ��.-9��
In other words, praise Him because He is the LORD and KING. He is the 
ultimate authority. The highest power. The King of all kings and Lord above all 
lords. He was before all things and is the maker of all things. Therefore, He is 
greater that all things. "Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised..." (Psalm 
48:1; 96:4). 

 �� 35$,6(�*/25,),(6�*2'���:KRVR�RIIHUHWK�SUDLVH�JORULILHWK�PH������3VDOP����������
Surely this should be the great desire of all God’s people, to glorify Him. 

 �� %(&$86(�*2'�&200$1'6�86�72���
�3UDLVH�\H�WKH�/RUG��LV�QRW�D�VXJJHVWLRQ�RU�D�UHTXHVW��,W�LV�D�FRPPDQGPHQW��

 �� %/(66�7+(�/25'�)25�$//�+,6�%(1(),76���
Psa 103:1-5 ´3UDLVH�WKH�/25'��2�P\�VRXO��DOO�P\�LQPRVW�EHLQJ��SUDLVH�KLV�KRO\�QDPH��3UDLVH�WKH�/25'��2�P\�VRXO��DQG�IRUJHW�QRW�DOO�KLV�EHQHILWV���ZKR�IRUJLYHV�DOO�\RXU�VLQV�DQG�KHDOV�DOO�\RXU�GLVHDVHV��ZKR�UHGHHPV�\RXU�OLIH�IURP�WKH�SLW�DQG�FURZQV�\RX�ZLWK�ORYH�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ��ZKR�VDWLVILHV�\RXU�GHVLUHV�ZLWK�JRRG�WKLQJV�VR�WKDW�\RXU�\RXWK�LV�UHQHZHG�OLNH�WKH�HDJOH
V�µ��1,9��

�� 35$,6(�+,0�)25�+,6�*22'1(66���
 Psa 107:21-22 ´/HW�WKHP�JLYH�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�/25'�IRU�KLV�XQIDLOLQJ�ORYH�DQG�KLV�ZRQGHUIXO�GHHGV�IRU�PHQ��/HW�WKHP�VDFULILFH�WKDQN�RIIHULQJV�DQG�WHOO�RI�KLV�ZRUNV�ZLWK�VRQJV�RI�MR\�µ��1,9��



&KXUFK�3ODQWLQJ�,QVWLWXWH�%LEOLFDO�3UDLVH�$QG�:RUVKLS�

&KXUFK�3ODQWLQJ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO��4XHHQVODQG�$XVWUDOLD��%LEOLFDO�3UDLVH�$QG�:RUVKLS��3DJH���

 �� 35$,6(�+,0�)25�+,6�0,*+7<�$&76��
Psa 150:2 ´3UDLVH�KLP�IRU�KLV�DFWV�RI�SRZHU��SUDLVH�KLP�IRU�KLV�VXUSDVVLQJ�JUHDWQHVV�µ��1,9��

�� ,7�,6�$�*22'�7+,1*�72�*,9(�7+$1.6���3VD����������������
Psa 147:1 ´3UDLVH� WKH�/25'��+RZ�JRRG�LW� LV� WR� VLQJ�SUDLVHV� WR�RXU�*RG��KRZ�SOHDVDQW�DQG� ILWWLQJ� WR�SUDLVH�KLP�µ��1,9���� 7+(�/25'�,6�:257+<�2)�35$,6(���,,�6DP�������3VD��������
Psa 18:1-3 ´,�ORYH�\RX��2�/25'��P\�VWUHQJWK��7KH�/25'�LV�P\�URFN��P\�IRUWUHVV�DQG�P\�GHOLYHUHU��P\�*RG�LV�P\�URFN��LQ�ZKRP�,�WDNH�UHIXJH��+H�LV�P\�VKLHOG�DQG�WKH�KRUQ�RI�P\�VDOYDWLRQ��P\�VWURQJKROG��, FDOO�WR�WKH�/25'��ZKR�LV�ZRUWK\�RI�SUDLVH��DQG�,�DP�VDYHG�IURP�P\�HQHPLHV�µ��1,9��

�� 35$,6(�0$*1,),(6�*2'���3VD���������
 Psa 69:30 � ´,�ZLOO�SUDLVH�WKH�QDPH�RI�*RG�ZLWK�D�VRQJ��DQG�ZLOO�PDJQLI\�KLP�ZLWK�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�µ��.-9��
��� 35$,6(�,6�&20(/<����)25�7+(�835,*+7���3VD���������

Psa 33:1-3 ´5HMRLFH�LQ�WKH�/25'��2�\H�ULJKWHRXV��IRU�SUDLVH�LV�FRPHO\�IRU�WKH�XSULJKW��3UDLVH�WKH�/25'�ZLWK�KDUS��VLQJ�XQWR�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�SVDOWHU\�DQG�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�RI�WHQ�VWULQJV��6LQJ�XQWR�KLP�D�QHZ�VRQJ��SOD\�VNLOIXOO\�ZLWK�D�ORXG�QRLVH�µ��.-9��
The old English word "comely" means proper, right, fitting, appropriate, 
becoming and suitable. Unfortunately some Christians seem to feel that praising 
God is unseemly and improper. They are concerned lest they should appear to be 
undignified. For some reason, they feel that this so-called dignity is the proper 
attitude for Christians. However, the Bible projects the opposite view. God says 
the garment of praise is most becoming upon them. Rejoicing in God and praising 
the Lord is suitable and proper for the Child of God. I would much prefer to have 
the approval of God than of men! 

 ��� *2'�':(//6�,1�7+(�35$,6(6�2)�+,6�3(23/(���3VD���������
Psa 22:3 ´%XW�WKRX�DUW�KRO\��2�WKRX�WKDW�LQKDELWV�WKH�SUDLVHV�RI�,VUDHO���.-9��
The Holy one of Israel inhabits our praises! If our heart is filled with praise it is 
also filled with God, for He inhabits our praises. This is also true of our home or 
church. Fill them with praises, and they are filled with God’s presence. We can 
surround ourselves with God’s presence by cultivating the attitude of praise. We 
shall then be more conscious of His presence than we are of problems, difficulties 
and adverse circumstances. There are many blessings to be experienced as a 
result of praising God. 
 
Several versions say that God is actually “enthroned” on the praises of His 
people. 
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Psa 22:3 ´<HW�\RX�DUH�HQWKURQHG�DV�WKH�+RO\�2QH��\RX�DUH�WKH�SUDLVH�RI�,VUDHO�µ��1,9��

��� 35$,6(�*(1(5$7(6�32:(5���
In Psalm 84 David says,  �%OHVVHG�DUH�WKH\�WKDW�GZHOO�LQ�WK\�KRXVH��WKH\�ZLOO�VWLOO�EH�SUDLVLQJ�WKHH����EOHVVHG�LV�WKH�PDQ�ZKRVH�VWUHQJWK�LV�LQ�WKHH����WKH\�JR�IURP�VWUHQJWK�WR�VWUHQJWK�������
The man who praises God has the Lord for his strength. He also knows the joy of 
the Lord through praise, and the joy of the Lord is his strength. (Neh 8:10). 

 ��� 7+(� 35$,6,1*� 628/� '(/,*+76� +,06(/)� ,1� 7+(� /25'�� $1'� *2'�*,9(6�+,0�7+(�'(6,5(6�2)�+,6�+($57���3VD���������
�

Psa 37:4 ´'HOLJKW�\RXUVHOI�LQ�WKH�/25'�DQG�KH�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�WKH�GHVLUHV�RI�\RXU�KHDUW�µ��1,9��
So many people say, "If only God would grant me the desires of my heart, how I 
would praise Him for it!" The divine order is the reverse of that. We praise Him, 
and delight in Him, and then He gives us the desires of our heart. For the praising 
heart has the right desires. His priorities are in order, and God then delights to 
grant those desires. 

 ��� 35$,6(�35(&('(6�9,&725<���
In II Chron 20, King Jehoshaphat led God’s people into battle against their 
enemies. God instructed him that he should appoint singers unto the Lord. They 
went before the army praising God and saying, "Praise the Lord; for his mercy 
endureth forever. And when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set 
ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, which were 
come against Judah; and they were smitten." 

Imagine an army being led by a choir! How strange to the natural mind to go into 
battle this way. But the weapons of our warfare are not carnal. They are strong to 
the pulling down of strongholds. As we face our enemy in these days, we need to 
realise afresh the power of praise and go into battle with the high praises of God 
in our mouth. We can then expect to see the salvation of God. The people who 
truly learn to praise the Lord are the people who will show forth His presence and 
power. 

 ��� :+2�6+28/'�35$,6(�7+(�/25'"�
D� $OO�0HQ�(YHU\ZKHUH���3VD����������������������������

� 7LP�����´,�ZDQW�PHQ�HYHU\ZKHUH�WR�OLIW�XS�KRO\�KDQGV�LQ�SUD\HU��ZLWKRXW�DQJHU�RU�GLVSXWLQJ�µ��1,9��
E� $OO�)OHVK���3VD����������

3VD��������´0\�PRXWK�VKDOO� VSHDN�WKH�SUDLVH�RI� WKH�/25'��DQG� OHW�DOO� IOHVK�EOHVV�KLV�KRO\�QDPH� IRU�HYHU�DQG�HYHU�µ��.-9��
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 F� (YHU\WKLQJ�7KDW�+DWK�%UHDWK���3VD���������
3VD�������´/HW�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�KDV�EUHDWK�SUDLVH�WKH�/25'��3UDLVH�WKH�/25'�µ��1,9��

G� 7KH�3HRSOH�2I�*RG���3VD�����������������������
3VD��������´0D\�WKH�SHRSOHV�SUDLVH�\RX��2�*RG��PD\�DOO�WKH�SHRSOHV�SUDLVH�\RX��
0D\�WKH�QDWLRQV�EH�JODG�DQG�VLQJ�IRU� MR\�� IRU�\RX�UXOH�WKH�SHRSOHV� MXVWO\�DQG�JXLGH�WKH�QDWLRQV�RI�WKH�HDUWK��6HODK�
0D\�WKH�SHRSOHV�SUDLVH�\RX��2�*RG��PD\�DOO�WKH�SHRSOHV�SUDLVH�\RX��

 H� 7KH�5LJKWHRXV��
3VD��������´6XUHO\�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�ZLOO�SUDLVH�\RXU�QDPH�DQG�WKH�XSULJKW�ZLOO�OLYH�EHIRUH�\RX�µ��1,9��

I� 7KH�6DLQWV��
3VD�����������´$OO�\RX�KDYH�PDGH�ZLOO�SUDLVH�\RX��2�/25'��\RXU�VDLQWV�ZLOO�H[WRO�\RX��
7KH\�ZLOO�WHOO�RI�WKH�JORU\�RI�\RXU�NLQJGRP�DQG�VSHDN�RI�\RXU�PLJKW�µ��1,9��

J� 7KH�5HGHHPHG���
3VD���������´*LYH�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�/25'��IRU�KH�LV�JRRG��KLV�ORYH�HQGXUHV�IRUHYHU��
/HW�WKH�UHGHHPHG�RI�WKH�/25'�VD\�WKLV���WKRVH�KH�UHGHHPHG�IURP�WKH�KDQG�RI�WKH�IRH�µ��1,9��

K� 7KRVH�7KDW�)HDU�7KH�/RUG���3VD���������
3VD�������´<H�WKDW�IHDU�WKH�/25'��SUDLVH�KLP��DOO�\H�WKH�VHHG�RI�-DFRE��JORULI\�KLP��DQG�IHDU�KLP��DOO�\H�WKH�VHHG�RI�,VUDHO�µ��.-9��

L� 7KRVH�:KR�.QRZ�$QG�%HOLHYH�7KH�7UXWK���
� 7LP�������´ZKLFK�*RG�FUHDWHG�WR�EH�UHFHLYHG�ZLWK�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�DQG�ZKR�NQRZ�WKH�WUXWK��
)RU�HYHU\WKLQJ�*RG�FUHDWHG� LV�JRRG��DQG�QRWKLQJ� LV� WR�EH�UHMHFWHG�LI� LW� LV� UHFHLYHG�ZLWK� WKDQNVJLYLQJ�µ��1,9��

M� 7KH�6HUYDQWV�2I�*RG��3VD�������������������������
3VD���������´3UDLVH�\H�WKH�/25'��3UDLVH��2�\H�VHUYDQWV�RI�WKH�/25'��SUDLVH�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�/25'��
%OHVVHG�EH�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�/25'�IURP�WKLV�WLPH�IRUWK�DQG�IRU�HYHUPRUH��
)URP� WKH� ULVLQJ� RI� WKH� VXQ� XQWR� WKH� JRLQJ� GRZQ� RI� WKH� VDPH� WKH�/25'
V� QDPH� LV� WR� EH� SUDLVHG�µ��.-9��

N� $OO�+LV�$QJHOV��
3VD���������´3UDLVH�\H�WKH�/25'��3UDLVH�\H�WKH�/25'�IURP�WKH�KHDYHQV��SUDLVH�KLP�LQ�WKH�KHLJKWV��
3UDLVH�\H�KLP��DOO�KLV�DQJHOV��SUDLVH�\H�KLP��DOO�KLV�KRVWV�µ��.-9��
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 O� $OO�1DWXUH��3VD������������
 �� :+(1�$5(�:(�72�35$,6(�7+(�/25'"�

D� )URP�0RUQLQJ�7LOO�1LJKW���
�)URP� WKH� ULVLQJ� RI� WKH� VXQ� WR� WKH� JRLQJ� GRZQ�RI� WKH� VDPH� WKH�/RUG
V� QDPH� LV� WR� EH� SUDLVHG�� �3VD���������

 E� $OO�'D\�/RQJ���3VD��������
�0\�PRXWK�VKDOO�EH�ILOOHG�ZLWK�\RXU�KRQRXU�DQG�\RXU�SUDLVH�DOO�GD\����$PSOLILHG�%LEOH���

 F� $V�/RQJ�$V�:H�/LYH���3VD���������
�:KLOH�,�OLYH�,�ZLOO�SUDLVH�WKH�/RUG�����

 G� $W�$OO�7LPHV��3VD��������
��µ���KLV�SUDLVH�VKDOO�FRQWLQXDOO\�EH�LQ�P\�PRXWK���

 H� ,Q�7LPHV�2I�'HSUHVVLRQ���3VD���������
�:K\�DUW�WKRX�FDVW�GRZQ��2�P\�VRXO"�$QG�ZK\�DUW�WKRX�GLVTXLHWHG�ZLWKLQ�PH"�+RSH�WKRX�LQ�*RG��IRU�,�VKDOO�\HW�SUDLVH�KLP��ZKR�LV�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�P\�FRXQWHQDQFH�DQG�P\�*RG���

 I� ,Q�(YHU\WKLQJ���(SK���������
�*LYLQJ�WKDQNV�DOZD\V�IRU�DOO�WKLQJV�XQWR�*RG�WKH�)DWKHU�LQ�WKH�1DPH�RI�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW���

 

��� :+(5(�$5(�:(�72�35$,6(�7+(�/25'"�
D� 3VD�������µ�,Q�7KH�0LGVW�2I�7KH�&RQJUHJDWLRQ�ZLOO�,�SUDLVH�7KHH���
E� 3VD���������0\�3UDLVH�6KDOO�%H�2I�7KHH�LQ�WKH�JUHDW�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�����
F� 3VD��������,�:LOO�3UDLVH�7KHH��2�/RUG��DPRQJ�WKH�SHRSOH��,�ZLOO�VLQJ�XQWR�7KHH�DPRQJ�WKH�QDWLRQV���
G� 3VD���������(QWHU�,QWR������+LV�&RXUWV�ZLWK�SUDLVH���
H� 3VD�������� �/HW�7KHP�([DOW�+LP�DOVR�LQ�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�DQG�SUDLVH�KLP�LQ�WKH�DVVHPEO\�RI�WKH�HOGHUV���
I� 3VD���������, :LOO�3UDLVH�7KHH��2�/RUG� DPRQJ�WKH�SHRSOH��DQG�,�ZLOO�VLQJ�SUDLVHV�XQWR�7KHH�DPRQJ�WKH�QDWLRQV���
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&KDSWHU���
6&5,3785$/�:$<6�72�35$,6(�7+(�/25'�

Praise is primarily the expression of admiration and approval. In its fullest sense, it 
also includes the expression of gratitude and thanksgiving for favours received. Thus, 
praise and thanksgiving are frequently linked together. �
However the purest forms of praise do not include thanks and gratitude. They are 
essentially expressions of admiration and adoration to the object of one’s praise, 
irrespective of whether or not favours have been received. Praising God, therefore, is 
primarily the extolling of His person, character, attributes and perfection. It is the 
adoration of God, for who and what He is, rather than for anything He has done from 
which we have benefited. "Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised..." (Psa 
145:3). �
Praise is first an inner awareness of worth. It is subsequently an outward expression of 
that inner appreciation. It does not become praise until it finds outward expression. 
While it remains within the heart and mind, it is admiration. When it finds expression 
and becomes vocal or visible, it is then praise 
 6&5,3785$/�(;35(66,216�2)�35$,6(�
There are many scriptural ways in which we may express our praise to God. We are 
now going to look at some of these. Our list may not be exhaustive. You may be able 
to find other ways which are equally as scriptural. I believe that God wants every 
Christian to be free enough in their spirit to be able to praise Him in any and all of the 
ways found in the Bible. �
Remember that these expressions of praise are valid and acceptable only if they are 
truly giving expression to praise that is in our hearts and needing to be released to 
God. In other words, merely going through the motions, mechanically doing these 
various things, does not constitute praise. They are merely a means of giving 
expression to the admiration, thanksgiving and respect that is within us. �
If you are conscious of praise within your heart that has never been given adequate 
expression, let me suggest that you study these various expressions. Look up the 
scripture references cited and prayerfully consider the context and significance, then 
DO whatever expression you are considering. For example, if you are studying the 
references to shouting, then go ahead and shout unto the Lord. You will discover a 
tremendous release in doing it. Something will be set free within you. A new 
dimension of joy will be released within, for you are being obedient to God, and you 
are beginning to praise Him in new ways which He has ordained for you in His Word. �
Should you be teaching others these principles of praise, get them to DO each one as 
you teach. Don ’t be content to only talk about these methods of praise, have the 
people participate and actually do what you are teaching. 
 �� 3UDLVLQJ�*RG�:LWK�7KH�9RLFH���

�0\�OLSV�VKDOO�JUHDWO\�UHMRLFH�ZKHQ�,�VLQJ�XQWR�WKHH��DQG�P\�VRXO��ZKLFK�WKRX�KDVW�UHGHHPHG��0\�WRQJXH�DOVR�VKDOO�WDON�RI�WK\�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�DOO�WKH�GD\�ORQJ�������3VD�������������7KDW�,�PD\�SXEOLVK�ZLWK�WKH�YRLFH�RI�WKDQNVJLYLQJ��DQG�WHOO�DOO�RI�WK\�ZRQGURXV�ZRUNV����3VD��������
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� 'DYLG�ZDV� FRQVWDQWO\� VSHDNLQJ� IRUWK� WKH� SUDLVHV� RI�*RG��+H�ZRXOG� VD\� WKLQJV� OLNH�� �7KH�/RUG�LV�P\�VWUHQJWK��DQG�P\�VKLHOG��0\�KHDUW�WUXVWHG�LQ�KLP�DQG�,�DP�KHOSHG��WKHUHIRUH�P\�KHDUW�JUHDWO\�UHMRLFHWK��DQG�ZLWK�P\�VRQJ�,�ZLOO�SUDLVH�KLP����3VD��������� :H� VKRXOG� DOVR� FXOWLYDWH� WKH�KDELW�RI� WDONLQJ� DERXW� WKH�/RUG� DQG� H[WROOLQJ�+LV�ZRQGHUIXO�ZRUNV��%HJLQ�HDFK�GD\�E\�VSHDNLQJ�IRUWK�SUDLVH�WR�*RG��7HOO�+LP�KRZ�JUHDW�DQG�ZRQGHUIXO�+H�LV��KRZ�\RX�ORYH�+LP�DQG�DSSUHFLDWH�+LP��7KDQN�+LP�IRU�D�QHZ�GD\�DQG�EHJLQ�WR�SUDLVH�+LP�IRU�+LV�SUHVHQFH�ZLWK�\RX�WKURXJKRXW�WKDW�GD\��6LQJ�D�VRQJ�RI�SUDLVH�DQG�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�WR�*RG��(PSOR\�\RXU�YRLFH��\RXU�OLSV��\RXU�PRXWK��0DNH�WKHP�LQVWUXPHQWV�RI�SUDLVH��<RX�ZLOO�EH�VXUSULVHG�KRZ�TXLFNO\�\RX�ZLOO�FXOWLYDWH�WKH�KDELW�RI�SUDLVH��� �,�ZLOO�EOHVV�WKH�/RUG�DW�DOO�WLPHV��KLV�SUDLVH�VKDOO�FRQWLQXDOO\�EH�LQ�P\�PRXWK����3VD���������/HW�DOO�WKRVH�WKDW�VHHN�WKHH�UHMRLFH�DQG�EH�JODG�LQ�WKHH��OHW�VXFK�DV�ORYH�VDOYDWLRQ�VD\�FRQWLQXDOO\��WKH�/RUG�EH�PDJQLILHG����3VD����������2�EOHVV�RXU�*RG��\H�SHRSOH��DQG�PDNH�WKH�YRLFH�RI�KLV�SUDLVH�WR�EH�KHDUG���3VD���������� 6KRXWLQJ�8QWR�*RG���
7KH� YHUEDO� SUDLVH� ZH� KDYH� VSRNHQ� DERXW� LQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV� VHJPHQW� UHTXLUHV� RQO\�FRQYHUVDWLRQDO�YROXPH��:H�DUH�VSHDNLQJ�WR�*RG�LQ�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQDO�PDQQHU��WHOOLQJ�+LP�RXU�RSLQLRQ�RI�+LP�DQG�H[SUHVVLQJ�RXU�DSSUHFLDWLRQ��+RZHYHU�� WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�WLPHV�ZKHQ�LW� LV�ILWWLQJ�DQG�VFULSWXUDO�WR�UDLVH�RXU�YRLFHV�DQG�UHDOO\�VKRXW�XQWR�*RG����µ�6+287�8172�*2'�ZLWK�WKH�YRLFH�RI�WULXPSK��VD\V�'DYLG�LQ�3VDOP�������� 0DQ\�FRQVHUYDWLYH�SHRSOH�DUH�YHU\�DGYHUVH� WR�VKRXWLQJ�RU�PDNLQJ�DQ\�NLQG�RI� ORXG�QRLVH��7KH\� IHHO� LW� LV� XQGLJQLILHG��6RPH�KDYH� HYHQ� VDLG�� �7KHUH� LV�QR�QHHG� WR� VKRXW��*RG� LV�QRW�GHDI���7R�ZKLFK�ZH�ZRXOG�UHSO\���*RG�LV�QRW�QHXURWLF�HLWKHU����7KHUH�LV�D�WLPH�DQG�SODFH�IRU�WKH�MR\IXO�QRLVH�DQG�WKH�VKRXW�RI�SUDLVH�DQG�ZH�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�DIUDLG�WR�GR�LW�ZKHQ�WKDW�WLPH�FRPHV����%XW�OHW�DOO�WKRVH�WKDW�SXW�WKHLU�WUXVW�LQ�WKHH�UHMRLFH��OHW�WKHP�HYHU�VKRXW�IRU�MR\�����3VDOP���������%H� JODG� LQ� WKH�/RUG�DQG� UHMRLFH�� \H� ULJKWHRXV��DQG� VKRXW� IRU� MR\��DOO� \H� WKDW�DUH�XSULJKW� LQ�KHDUW��� �3VD����������/HW�WKHP�VKRXW�IRU�MR\��DQG�EH�JODG��WKDW�IDYRXU�P\�ULJKWHRXV�FDXVH���3VD����������/HW�WK\�SULHVWV�EH�FORWKHG�ZLWK�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��DQG�OHW�WK\�VDLQWV�VKRXW�IRU�MR\������DQG�KHU�VDLQWV�VKDOO�VKRXW�DORXG�IRU�MR\����3VD�������������&U\�RXW�DQG�VKRXW��WKRX�LQKDELWDQW�RI�=LRQ��IRU�JUHDW�LV�WKH�+RO\�2QH�RI�,VUDHO�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKHH����,VD���������6LQJ��2�GDXJKWHU�RI�=LRQ��VKRXW��2�,VUDHO��EH�JODG�DQG�UHMRLFH�ZLWK�DOO�WK\�KHDUW��2�GDXJKWHU�RI�-HUXVDOHP����=HSK���������$QG�WKH�JORU\�RI�WKH�/RUG�DSSHDUHG�XQWR�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�����ZKLFK�ZKHQ�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�VDZ��WKH\�VKRXWHG��DQG�IHOO�RQ�WKHLU�IDFHV����/HY������������$QG�ZKHQ�WKH�DUN�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�WKH�/RUG�FDPH�LQWR�WKH�FDPS��DOO�,VUDHO�VKRXWHG�ZLWK�D�JUHDW�VKRXW�VR�WKDW�WKH�HDUWK�UDQJ�DJDLQ����� 6DP�������

�� 6LQJLQJ���
��µ���&RPH�EHIRUH�KLV�SUHVHQFH�ZLWK�VLQJLQJ����3VD���������6LQJLQJ� LV� RQH� RI� WKH� VLPSOHVW� DQG�PRVW� QDWXUDO� UHVSRQVHV� WR� WKH�ZRQGHU�RI�*RG�� ,W� LV� D�VSRQWDQHRXV�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI� MR\IXO� HPRWLRQ�� ,W�KDV� DOZD\V�EHHQ�D�YDOLG�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�SUDLVH�DPRQJVW�*RG
V�SHRSOH��,PPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�WKH�H[RGXV�IURP�(J\SW��ZKHQ�*RG�KDG�EURXJKW�WKHP�VDIHO\�WKURXJK�WKH�5HG�6HD��0LULDP�OHG�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO�LQ�VLQJLQJ�WKH�SUDLVHV�RI�*RG��ZKR�KDG�VR�ZRQGHUIXOO\�GHOLYHUHG�WKHP�IURP�WKH�KDQG�RI�WKHLU�HQHPLHV���$QG�0LULDP�DQVZHUHG�WKHP��6LQJ�\H�WR�WKH�/RUG��IRU�KH�KDWK�WULXPSKHG�JORULRXVO\��WKH�KRUVH�DQG�KLV�ULGHU�KDWK�KH�WKURZQ�LQWR�WKH�VHD����([���������
7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�VLQJLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�VFULSWXUHV��+HUH�DUH�EXW�D�IHZ����µ�,�ZLOO�VLQJ�XQWR�WKH�/RUG��,�ZLOO�VLQJ�SUDLVH�WR�WKH�/RUG�*RG�RI�,VUDHO����-XG�������
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�7KHUHIRUH�,�ZLOO�JLYH�WKDQNV�XQWR�WKHH��2�/RUG��DPRQJ�WKH�KHDWKHQ��DQG�,�ZLOO�VLQJ�SUDLVHV�XQWR�WK\�QDPH����OO�6DP����������6LQJ�XQWR�KLP��VLQJ�3VDOPV�XQWR�KLP��WDON�\H�RI�DOO�KLV�ZRQGURXV�ZRUNV��� ���&KURQ���������0RUHRYHU�+H]HNLDK�WKH�NLQJ�DQG�WKH�SULQFHV�FRPPDQGHG�WKH�/HYLWHV�WR�VLQJ�SUDLVH�XQWR�WKH�/RUG�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�'DYLG��DQG�RI�$VDSK�WKH�VHHU��$QG�WKH\�VDQJ�SUDLVHV�ZLWK�JODGQHVV��DQG�WKH\�ERZHG�WKHLU�KHDGV�DQG�ZRUVKLSSHG�����OO�&KURQ����������,�ZLOO�SUDLVH� WKH�/RUG�DFFRUGLQJ� WR�KLV� ULJKWHRXVQHVV��DQG�ZLOO� VLQJ�SUDLVH� WR� WKH�QDPH�RI� WKH�/RUG�PRVW�KLJK����3VD���������,�ZLOO�EH�JODG�DQG�UHMRLFH�LQ�WKHH��,�ZLOO�VLQJ�SUDLVH�WR�WK\�QDPH��2�WKRX�0RVW�+LJK����3VD��������6LQJ�SUDLVHV�WR�WKH�/RUG��ZKLFK�GZHOOHWK�LQ�=LRQ�������3VD���������,�ZLOO�VLQJ�XQWR�WKH�/RUG��EHFDXVH�KH�KDWK�GHDOW�ERXQWLIXOO\�ZLWK�PH���3VD���������%H�WKRX�H[DOWHG��/RUG��LQ�WKLQH�RZQ�VWUHQJWK��VR�ZLOO�ZH�VLQJ�DQG�SUDLVH�WK\�SRZHU����3VD�����������µ���,�ZLOO�VLQJ��\HD��,�ZLOO�VLQJ�SUDLVHV�XQWR�WKH�/RUG����3VD���������6LQJ�XQWR�WKH�/RUG��2�\H�KLV�VDLQWV�RI�KLV��DQG�JLYH�WKDQNV�DW�WKH�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�KLV�KROLQHVV���3VD���������6LQJ�XQWR�KLP�D�QHZ�VRQJ��SOD\�VNLOIXOO\�ZLWK�D�ORXG�QRLVH����3VD���������6LQJ�SUDLVHV�WR�*RG��VLQJ�SUDLVHV��VLQJ�SUDLVHV�XQWR�RXU�.LQJ��VLQJ�SUDLVHV��)RU�*RG�LV�WKH�.LQJ�RI�DOO�WKH�HDUWK��VLQJ�\H�SUDLVHV�ZLWK�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ����3VD�����������0\�KHDUW�LV�IL[HG��2�*RG��P\�KHDUW�LV�IL[HG��,�ZLOO�VLQJ�DQG�JLYH�SUDLVH���3VD���������%XW� ,�ZLOO� VLQJ� RI� WK\� SRZHU�� \HD�� ,�ZLOO� VLQJ� DORXG�RI� WK\�PHUF\� LQ� WKH�PRUQLQJ�� IRU� WKRX�KDVW�EHHQ�P\�GHIHQFH�DQG�UHIXJH�LQ�WKH�GD\�RI�P\�WURXEOH��8QWR�WKHH��2�P\�VWUHQJWK��ZLOO�,�VLQJ��IRU�*RG�LV�P\�GHIHQFH��DQG�WKH�*RG�RI�P\�PHUF\����3VD�������������6R�ZLOO�,�VLQJ�SUDLVH�XQWR�WK\�QDPH�IRUHYHU��VR�WKDW�,�PD\�GDLO\�SHUIRUP�P\�YRZV����3VD��������
7KHUH�DUH�PD\�RWKHU�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�VLQJLQJ�SUDLVH�WR�*RG��EXW�WKHVH�IHZ�ZLOO�VXIILFH�WR�JLYH�VRPH�LGHD�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�VLQJLQJ��6LQJLQJ�LV�D�VLJQ�RI�JODGQHVV�DQG�FRQWHQWPHQW��,W�LV�D�V\PSWRP�RI�MR\��LQGLFDWLQJ�D�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�ZLWK�RQH
V�ORW�LQ�OLIH��,W�LV�D�KHDOWK\�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�SRVLWLYH�HPRWLRQ�WKDW�PLQLVWHUV�VWUHQJWK�WR�WKH�WRWDO�EHLQJ��*RG�GHOLJKWV�WR�KHDU�XV�VLQJLQJ�+LV�SUDLVHV��

 $ 9$5,(7<�2)�621*6�
In Eph 5:19 and Col 3:16, we are exhorted to sing Psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs ... to the Lord. �
The Psalms have provided a tremendous amount of material for worship in song - 
from the old traditional hymns to modern choruses taken directly from them. Hymns 
have also provided great themes to inspire the Church and furnish her with anthems of 
praise.  
 
Spiritual songs are somewhat different from either of these previous categories. They 
are songs given directly by the Spirit and sung spontaneously as the Spirit supplies 
both words and melody. These songs may be in the language of the person singing, in 
which case they are sung ..”.with the understanding..." (1 Cor 14:15). At other times, 
the lyrics may be in "other tongues" in which case, the mind of the person is 
..”.unfruitful.." (1 Cor 14:14). The mind has no natural understanding of what is being 
sung, though at the same time knows intuitively that the Spirit is praising and 
magnifying God, frequently with the "tongues of angels." In both cases the songs are 
completely spontaneous and unplanned. The songs are rendered by faith. The singer, 
listening to the Spirit of God within his own spirit, faithfully follows the melody and 
words that He supplies. 
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3+<6,&$/�(;35(66,216�2)�35$,6(�
In addition to verbal, audible expressions of praise, the Bible cites many ways in 
which we can use physical expressions in order to worship God. ��� 6WDQGLQJ���

7R�VWDQG�HUHFW� LV�DOZD\V�D�VLJQ�RI�UHVSHFW��,I�D�SHUVRQ�RI� LPSRUWDQFH�HQWHUV�D�URRP��WKRVH�DOUHDG\� SUHVHQW� ZLOO� VWDQG� WR� WKHLU� IHHW� WR� KRQRXU� DQG� VKRZ� UHVSHFW� WR� WKDW� SHUVRQ��)UHTXHQWO\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�ZLOO�LQVSLUH�XV�WR�VWDQG�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�DV�DQ�DFW�RI�ZRUVKLS�DQG�UHYHUHQFH���/HW�DOO�WKH�HDUWK�IHDU�WKH�/RUG��OHW�DOO�WKH�LQKDELWDQWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�67$1'�LQ�DZH�RI�KLP����3VD��������� �%OHVV�\H�WKH�/RUG��DOO�\H�VHUYDQWV�RI�WKH�/RUG��ZKLFK�E\�QLJKW�VWDQG�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI�WKH�/RUG����3UDLVH�\H�WKH�/RUG��3UDLVH�\H�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�/RUG��SUDLVH�KLP��2�\H�VHUYDQWV�RI�WKH�/RUG��<H�WKDW�VWDQG�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI�WKH�/RUG��LQ�WKH�FRXUWV�RI�WKH�KRXVH�RI�RXU�*RG����3VD������������������
�� 5DLVLQJ�7KH�+DQGV���

5DLVHG�KDQGV�DUH�D�XQLYHUVDO�VLJQ�RI�VXUUHQGHU��%\�UDLVLQJ�RXU�KDQGV�KLJK�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�ZH�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�ZH�DUH�FRPSOHWHO\�VXUUHQGHUHG�WR�+LP��:H�WHOO�+LP�DJDLQ�WKDW�ZH�DUH�XQFRQGLWLRQDOO\�+LV��:H�KDYH�QR�GHVLUH�WR�UHEHO�DJDLQVW�+LP��ZH�KDYH�QR�ZHDSRQV�LQ�RXU�KDQGV�WR�ILJKW�DJDLQVW�+LP��� 3HRSOH�ZKR�DUH�127�ZKROO\�VXUUHQGHUHG�WR�*RG�KDYH�JUHDW�SUREOHPV�LQ�GRLQJ�WKLV��WKRXJK�LW�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�VXFK�D�VLPSOH�WKLQJ��7KH\�VWURQJO\�UHVLVW� WKLV�PRGH�RI�ZRUVKLS��+RZHYHU��RQFH�KDYLQJ�GRQH� LW�� JUHDW� UHOHDVH�FRPHV�DQG� WKH\�DUH� IUHTXHQWO\� DEOH� WR�H[SUHVV�SUDLVH� LQ�PDQ\�RWKHU�ZD\V�DOVR��� �/LIW�XS�\RXU�KDQGV�LQ�WKH�VDQFWXDU\��DQG�EOHVV�WKH�/RUG���3VD���������,W�LV�DOVR�D�VLJQ�RI�GHHS�ORQJLQJ�DIWHU�*RG� �+HDU�WKH�YRLFH�RI�P\�VXSSOLFDWLRQV��ZKHQ�,�FU\�XQWR�WKHH��ZKHQ�,�OLIW�XS�P\�KDQGV�WRZDUGV�WK\�KRO\�RUDFOH����3VD��������� ,W�LV�DOVR�V\PEROLF�RI�VSLULWXDO�WKLUVW�DIWHU�*RG���,�VWUHWFK�IRUWK�P\�KDQGV�XQWR�WKHH��P\�VRXO�WKLUVWHWK�DIWHU�WKHH��DV�D�WKLUVW\�ODQG����3VD���������
 �� &ODSSLQJ�2XU�+DQGV���

:KHQ�VRPHRQH�GRHV�VRPHWKLQJ�ZKLFK�ZLQV�RXU�DGPLUDWLRQ�DQG�DSSURYDO�DQG�ZH�ZDQW�WR�OHW�WKHP�NQRZ�WKH\�KDYH�GRQH� VR��ZH� IUHTXHQWO\�SXW�RXU�KDQGV� WRJHWKHU� DQG�FODS��3HUKDSV�D�FRQFHUW� SLDQLVW� SOD\V� D� WUXO\� EHDXWLIXO�SLHFH� WKDW� WKH� DXGLHQFH� WKRURXJKO\� HQMR\V�� WKH\�ZLOO�RIWHQ� EUHDN� IRUWK� LQWR� VSRQWDQHRXV� FODSSLQJ�� ,I� WKH\�ZLVK� WR� H[SUHVV� WKHLU� DSSURYDO� HYHQ�PRUH� REYLRXVO\�� WKH\� ZLOO� RIWHQ� VWDQG� WR� WKHLU� IHHW� DQG� FODS� WKHLU� KDQGV�� :H� FDOO� WKLV� D�VWDQGLQJ�RYDWLRQ��:KHQ�*RG� LV� VR�ZRQGHUIXO�� DQG�KDV�GRQH� VR�PDQ\�JORULRXV� WKLQJV� WKDW�ZLQ�RXU�DGPLUDWLRQ�DQG�DSSURYDO��LV�LW�VR�VWUDQJH�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�ZDQW�WR�DSSODXG�+LP"�� :H�DUH�FRPPDQGHG�WR��FODS�RXU�KDQGV�XQWR�*RG���3VDOP��������,W�LV�D�VLJQ�RI�JODGQHVV��UHMRLFLQJ�DQG�DSSURYDO��
 �� %RZLQJ�ORZ�RU�NQHHOLQJ���

2IWHQ�ZKHQ� SHRSOH� DUH� RYHUFRPH�ZLWK� WKH� VHQVH� RI�*RG
V� SUHVHQFH� DQG� JORU\�� WKH\� ZLOO�VSRQWDQHRXVO\� IDOO� RQ� WKHLU� NQHHV� RU� ERZ� EHIRUH� *RG�� ,W� LV� D� JHVWXUH� RI� UHYHUHQFH� DQG�UHVSHFW����2�FRPH��OHW�XV�ZRUVKLS�DQG�ERZ�GRZQ��OHW�XV�NQHHO�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�RXU�PDNHU���3VDOP��������2QH�GD\�HYHU\�NQHH�ZLOO�ERZ�EHIRUH�+LP���3KLO��������
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�� )DOOLQJ�SURVWUDWH�EHIRUH�*RG���
+HUH�LV�DQRWKHU�H[WUHPH�IRUP�RI�REHLVDQFH�DQG�ZRUVKLS��7R�IDOO�DQG�OLH�LQ�IURQW�RI�VRPHRQH�LV�D�VLJQ�RI�GHHSHVW�UHYHUHQFH��$�KXPEOLQJ�RI�RQHVHOI�WR�LQFUHDVH�WKH�VHQVH�RI�HOHYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�2QH�EHIRUH�ZKRP�ZH�SURVWUDWH�RXUVHOYHV��

 �� 'DQFLQJ���
%HFDXVH�GDQFLQJ�LV�D�KLJKO\�GHPRQVWUDWLYH�DQG�SHUKDSV�VRPHZKDW�HPRWLRQDO�IRUP�RI�SUDLVH��LW�KDV�PHW�ZLWK�D�JRRG�GHDO�RI�FULWLFLVP�DQG�RSSRVLWLRQ��0RVWO\�IURP�FRQVHUYDWLYH�SHRSOH��%HFDXVH� RI� WKLV� FRQWURYHUV\�� ,� KDYH� JLYHQ� UDWKHU�PRUH� VSDFH� WR� WKH� FRQVLGHUDWLRQ� RI� WKLV�DVSHFW�RI�SUDLVH��� 'DQFLQJ� LQYROYHV� WKH� XVH� RI� WKH�ZKROH� ERG\� LQ� RUGHU� WR� H[SUHVV� MR\�� SUDLVH� DQG�ZRUVKLS�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG��7KH�+HEUHZ�DQG�*UHHN�ZRUGV�WUDQVODWLQJ��GDQFH��LQ�WKH�VFULSWXUHV��KDYH�D�YDULHW\�RI�PHDQLQJV��LQFOXGLQJ��OHDSLQJ�µ��VNLSSLQJ�µ��OLIWLQJ�XS�WKH�IHHW�µ��MXPSLQJ�µ�7KHVH�WUDQVODWLRQV� LQGLFDWH� VRPHWKLQJ� RI� WKH� VSRQWDQHRXV�� XQVWUXFWXUHG� QDWXUH� RI� VXFK� GDQFLQJ��7KLV� GDQFLQJ� LV� QRW� JHQHUDOO\� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� SUHVFULEHG� DQG� SURJUDPPHG� PRYHPHQWV�� EXW�UDWKHU��VLPSOH��VSRQWDQHRXV�UHVSRQVHV�RI�MR\�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG��6XFK� LQFLGHQWV� DV� WKDW� UHFRUGHG� LQ� $FWV� ���� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH� SUHYLRXVO\� ODPH� PDQ� ZHQW� RII��ZDONLQJ�DQG�OHDSLQJ��DQG�SUDLVLQJ�*RG���FDQ�QRZ�EH�VHHQ�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�OLJKW��7KLV�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�VR�ZKHQ�ZH�UHPHPEHU�WKH�LQWHJUDO�SDUW�WKDW�GDQFLQJ�KDV�DOZD\V�SOD\HG�LQ�WKH�ZRUVKLS�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO���/HW�WKHP�SUDLVH�KLV�1DPH�LQ�WKH�GDQFH������3VD����������3UDLVH�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�WLPEUHO�DQG�GDQFH������3VD����������6RPH�,QVWDQFHV�2I�'DQFLQJ�,Q�7KH�%LEOH�
7R�&HOHEUDWH�6DOYDWLRQ�$QG�'HOLYHUDQFH�
�$QG�0LULDP�WKH�SURSKHWHVV��WKH�VLVWHU�RI�$DURQ��WRRN�D�WLPEUHO�LQ�KHU�KDQG��DQG�DOO�WKH�ZRPHQ�ZHQW�RXW�DIWHU�KHU�ZLWK�WLPEUHOV��WDPERXULQHV��DQG�ZLWK�GDQFHV����([����������$QG�-HSWKDK�FDPH�WR�0L]SHK�XQWR�KLV�KRXVH��DQG�EHKROG��KLV�GDXJKWHU�FDPH�RXW�WR�PHHW�KLP�ZLWK�WLPEUHOV�DQG�ZLWK�GDQFHV�������OO�6DP����������µ��0LFKDO�����VDZ�NLQJ�'DYLG�GDQFLQJ�DQG�SOD\LQJ�����������&KURQ���������
Jeremiah prophesied concerning the glorious restoration to come... �7KHQ� VKDOO� WKH� YLUJLQ� UHMRLFH� LQ� WKH� GDQFH�� ERWK� \RXQJ� PHQ� DQG� ROG� PHQ� WRJHWKHU�� IRU� ,� ZLOO� WXUQ� WKHLU�PRXUQLQJ�LQWR�MR\��DQG�ZLOO�FRPIRUW�WKHP��DQG�PDNH�WKHP�UHMRLFH�IURP�WKHLU�VRUURZ����-HU���������
According to Lamentations 5:15, their dances had been turned to mourning when 
they were taken into captivity. In Jer 31:13 we see the dance was restored when 
they were brought out of captivity again. �
In Joel 1:12 we see that drought and barrenness come upon God’s people when, 
..”.Joy is withered away from the sons of men." 
The joy and laughter that accompanies a return from captivity is a testimony to 
the heathen, that "The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad." 
(Psalm 126:3). �
'$1&,1*�,1�7+(�1(:�7(67$0(17�
It has been argued, by those who would oppose dancing before the Lord today, 
that it was purely an Old Testament phenomenon and has no place in the New 
Testament Church. However, it is obvious when reading the New Testament that 
this expression is there also. �
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Jesus said, "Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for behold, your reward is 
great in heaven..." (Luke 6:23). �
One of the Greek words for joy that appears frequently in the New Testament is 
"agalliao," which means literally "to leap for joy." This is not a deep, inner type 
of joy, rather it is a dynamic, emotive expression of tremendous joy that makes 
one literally "jump for joy." Here are a few of the places where it occurs in N.T. 
scripture. � ��µ-HVXV�UHMRLFHG��DJDOOLDR��LQ�WKH�VSLULW������/XNH���������
Mary said, "My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced (agalliao) 
in God my Saviour." (Luke 1:46,47). 
The jailor, ..”..rejoiced (agalliao), believing God with all his house." (Acts 
16:34). �
Believers leap for joy because of the power of God unto salvation and the 
glorious inheritance that is reserved for them (1 Peter 1:3-7). 
Right at the end of the New Testament we encounter an exhortation to "Be glad 
and rejoice (agalliao - jump for joy), and give honour to him (Christ); for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready" (Rev 19:7). �
When the prodigal son was restored to his father, there was music and dancing 
(Luke 15:25). When the restoration of all things spoken by the prophets takes 
place, there must also be dancing, for this is one of those things spoken by the 
prophets (Jer 31:13). �
6RPH�$VSHFWV�2I�6FULSWXUDO�'DQFLQJ�
D� ,W�LV�VSRQWDQHRXV��SULPLWLYH��DQG�XQVRSKLVWLFDWHG�LQ�VW\OH���

1RW�D�KLJKO\�VWUXFWXUHG��FKRUHRJUDSKHG��SUDFWLVHG�DQG�SUHFLVLRQ�PRGH��,W�LV�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�OHDSLQJ��MXPSLQJ��VNLSSLQJ�DQG�J\UDWLQJ��,W�ZDV�VRPHWLPHV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�PXVLF�IURP�LQVWUXPHQWV�����&KURQ��������3VDOP���������,W�ZDV�RIWHQ�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�VLQJLQJ��([������������
 E� 0D\�EH�SUDFWLVHG�E\�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�RU�DV�D�JURXS��
'DYLG�GDQFHG�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG��0LULDP�DQG�$//�WKH�ZRPHQ�GDQFHG��� F� ,V�QRW�GDQFLQJ�ZLWK�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�RSSRVLWH�VH[��
0LULDP�DQG�DOO�WKH�ZRPHQ�GDQFHG��([���������<RXQJ�PHQ�DQG�ROG�PHQ�WRJHWKHU��-HU���������� G� 1R�DJH�OLPLW�RQ�LW��
<RXQJ�PHQ�DQG�ROG�PHQ�WRJHWKHU��� H� 6LQJLQJ�DQG�GDQFLQJ�RIWHQ�ZHQW�WRJHWKHU��
�,V�QRW�WKLV�'DYLG��RI�ZKRP�WKH\�VDQJ�RQH�WR�DQRWKHU�LQ�WKH�GDQFHV��VD\LQJ�6DXO�VOHZ�KLV�WKRXVDQGV��'DYLG�KLV�WHQ�WKRXVDQGV������6DP��������

I� 7KHUH�LV�D�ULJKW�WLPH�WR�GDQFH��
�$�WLPH�WR�PRXUQ�����DQG�D�WLPH�WR�GDQFH���(FF�������
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J� *RG�KDV�SURSKHVLHG�D�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�GDQFLQJ��
��µ����DQG�VKDOW�JR�IRUWK�LQ�WKH�GDQFHV�RI�WKHP�WKDW�PDNH�PHUU\����-HU���������7KHQ�VKDOO�WKH�YLUJLQ�UHMRLFH�LQ�WKH�GDQFH�������-HU���������

:$51,1*����
Dancing of a carnal nature, is also associated with backsliding, idolatry, 
immorality and worldliness, e.g., Ex 32:19, dancing around the golden calf. �
Satan has a counterfeit for everything. 
Counterfeits prove only the reality of the genuine and original. 
The fact that Satan may counterfeit something does not mean that we should not 
practise the genuine. 
 �� 0XVLFDO�LQVWUXPHQWV��
ZHUH�IUHTXHQWO\�XVHG� LQ�VFULSWXUH�WR�H[SUHVV�SUDLVH�DQG�ZRUVKLS��7KH\�FDQ�DOVR�SOD\�D�YLWDO�SDUW�LQ�ZRUVKLS�WRGD\��:H�DUH�FRPPDQGHG�WR��3UDLVH�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�VRXQG�RI�WKH�WUXPSHW��SUDLVH�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�3VDOWHU\�DQG�KDUS��3UDLVH�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�WLPEUHO�DQG�GDQFH��SUDLVH�KLP�ZLWK�VWULQJHG�LQVWUXPHQWV�DQG�RUJDQV��3UDLVH�KLP�XSRQ�WKH�ORXG�F\PEDOV���3VDOP������������ 7KRVH�PXVLFLDQV�ZKR�ZRXOG�RIIHU�SUDLVHV�RQ�WKHLU�LQVWUXPHQWV��PXVW�VHHN�WR�H[FHO�LQ�GRLQJ�VR��7KH\�PXVW�DSSO\�WKHPVHOYHV�WR��SOD\�VNLOIXOO\��RQ�WKHLU�LQVWUXPHQWV��3VD��������7KLV�GRHV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�LPSO\�WKH�VNLOO�RI�SUHFLVLRQ��,W�LV�QRW�WKH�RIIHULQJ�RI�VNLOIXO�KXPDQ�DELOLW\��,W�LV�D�VSLULWXDO�VNLOO��UDWKHU�WKDQ�QDWXUDO�WDOHQW��7KH�VNLOO�LV�QRW�RQO\�LQ�SOD\LQJ�RI�WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�EXW�LQ�LQWHUSUHWLQJ�WKH�PRRG�RI�WKH�6SLULW��:H�FDOO�WKLV��SOD\LQJ�LQ�WKH�6SLULW����D� 'DYLG
V�6NLOIXO�3OD\LQJ�2Q�7KH�+DUS�GURYH�WKH�HYLO�VSLULWV�IURP�6DXO����6DP���������
E� 0XVLFLDQV�&DQ�3URGXFH�$Q�$WPRVSKHUH�FRQGXFLYH�WR�WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI�VSLULWXDO�JLIWV�
F� ������0XVLFLDQV�3UDLVHG�7KH�/RUG��

RQ� WKHLU� LQVWUXPHQWV� DW� WKH� GHGLFDWLRQ� RI� 6RORPRQ
V� WHPSOH� ��� &KURQ� ������� �$QG� ,�KHDUG�D�YRLFH� IURP�KHDYHQ�� DV� WKH�YRLFH�RI�PDQ\�ZDWHUV�� DQG�DV� WKH�YRLFH�RI� D�JUHDW�WKXQGHU��DQG�,�KHDUG�WKH�YRLFH�RI�KDUSHUV�KDUSLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�KDUSV��DQG�WKH\�VXQJ�DV�LW�ZHUH�D�QHZ�VRQJ�EHIRUH�WKH�WKURQH������5HY���������
 �� 6LOHQFH���

,Q� FRPSOHWH� FRQWUDVW� WR� WKH� VRXQGV� RI� VLQJLQJ�� PXVLFDO� LQVWUXPHQWV�� GDQFLQJ� HWF�� LV� WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�SUDLVH�WKURXJK�VLOHQFH�����µ��D�WLPH�WR�NHHS�VLOHQW��DQG�D�WLPH�WR�VSHDN���(FF�������'R� QRW� EH� DIUDLG� RI� VLOHQFH�� 6RPHWLPHV� WKH� +RO\� 6SLULW� ZLOO� EULQJ� D� KRO\� KXVK� XSRQ� D�FRQJUHJDWLRQ��,Q�WKHVH�WLPHV�WKH�VLOHQFH�EHFRPHV�SURIRXQG�DQG�HORTXHQW��7KHUH� LV�RIWHQ�D�JUHDW�VHQVH�RI�DZH�DQG�UHYHUHQFH�GXULQJ�VXFK�SHULRGV��2QH�FDQ�VWDQG��RU�VLW��VLOHQWO\�EHIRUH�*RG�� FRQWHPSODWLQJ�� DGRULQJ� DQG� ZRUVKLSSLQJ� +LP�� �%H� VWLOO�� DQG� NQRZ� WKDW� ,� DP� *RG�������3VDOP���������
 �� :HHSLQJ��

FDQ� DOVR� EH� D� OHJLWLPDWH� UHVSRQVH� RI� SUDLVH� WR� *RG�� ,W� LV� QRW� WKH� ZHHSLQJ� RI� VRUURZ� RU�KHDUWDFKH�� EXW� RI� JUDWLWXGH� DQG� WKDQNVJLYLQJ�� 6RPHWLPHV� DV�ZH�PHGLWDWH� RQ� WKH� JUHDWQHVV�DQG�JRRGQHVV�RI�*RG�� WKH�RQO\� DSSURSULDWH� UHVSRQVH� WR�+LV�JRRGQHVV� LV� WR�ZHHS�WHDUV�RI�JUDWLWXGH��'R�QRW�EH�DIUDLG�WR�GR�WKLV��,W�LV�QRW�D�VLJQ�RI�ZHDNQHVV��/HW�WKH�WHDUV�IORZ��2XU�KXPDQ�UHDFWLRQ�LV�RIWHQ�WR�UHIUDLQ�IURP�WHDUV��+RZHYHU��ZHHSLQJ�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�H[SUHVV�WKH�GHHSHVW� ORQJLQJV�RI�RXU�EHLQJ� LQ�D�PDQQHU�ZKLFK�QRWKLQJ�HOVH�FDQ��,W�RIWHQ�EULQJV�D�GHHS�UHOHDVH�DQG�OLEHUDWLRQ��2QH�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�JLYHQ�WR�WRR�PXFK�ZHHSLQJ�DV�WKLV�FDQ�EH�D�VLJQ�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�LV�ZURQJ�LQ�WKH�LQQHU�EHLQJ��DQG�LQ�VXFK�FDVHV�WKHUH�PD\�EH�QHHG�IRU�LQQHU�
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KHDOLQJ��:KHQ�1HKHPLDK� EHJDQ� WR� UHDG� DQG� H[SODLQ� WKH�:RUG� RI�*RG�� WKH� SHRSOH� ZHSW�ZKHQ� WKH\�KHDUG� LW��1HKHPLDK� DOORZHG� WKHP� WR�ZHHS� IRU� D� WLPH��EXW� WKHQ�KH� LQWHUUXSWHG�WKHLU�ZHHSLQJ�DQG�LQVWUXFWHG�WKHP�WR���µ�*R�\RXU�ZD\��HDW�WKH�IDW�DQG�GULQN�WKH�VZHHW�����QHLWKHU�EH�\H�VRUU\�� IRU� WKH� MR\� RI� WKH� /RUG� LV� \RXU� VWUHQJWK�� �1HK� ������� 7RR� PXFK� ZHHSLQJ� ZHDNHQV� RQH��ZKHUHDV�WKH�MR\�RI�WKH�/RUG�LV�D�VRXUFH�RI�VWUHQJWK������ /DXJKWHU���
7KHUH� LV�VXFK�D� WKLQJ�DV�KRO\� ODXJKWHU��ZKHQ�D�GHVLUH�WR� ODXJK�XQWR� WKH�/RUG�FRPHV�XSRQ�RQH�� 7KLV� LV� QRW� D� UHVSRQVH� WR� VRPHWKLQJ� KXPRURXV� WKDW� VRPHRQH� KDV� VDLG�� ,W� LV� DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ� RI� VXFK� KHLJKWHQHG� MR\� LQ� WKH�/RUG� WKDW� WKH� RQO\�ZD\� WR� H[SUHVV� LW� LV� WKURXJK�ODXJKWHU��� 7KH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO�H[SHULHQFHG�WKLV�XSRQ�WKHLU�UHWXUQ�IURP�FDSWLYLW\���7KHQ�ZDV�RXU�PRXWK�ILOOHG�ZLWK�ODXJKWHU��DQG�RXU�WRQJXH�ZLWK�VLQJLQJ������3VD����������%HKROG��*RG�ZLOO�QRW�FDVW�DZD\�D�SHUIHFW�PDQ������WLOO�KH� ILOO� WKH\�PRXWK�ZLWK�ODXJKLQJ��DQG�WK\�OLSV�ZLWK�UHMRLFLQJ���-RE�����������

 ��� 0DUFKLQJ���
*RG�IUHTXHQWO\�FRPPDQGHG�+LV�SHRSOH�WR�PDUFK��3UREDEO\�WKH�EHVW�NQRZQ�LQVWDQFH�RI�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�PDUFK�DURXQG�-HULFKR��-RVK���������,VUDHO�PDUFKHG�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�*RG·V�FRPPDQG�DQG� -HKRYDK�EURXJKW� GRZQ� WKH�ZDOOV� RI� -HULFKR��0DQ\�ZDOOV� VWLOO� IDOO�ZKHQ�*RG·V� SHRSOH�PDUFK� LQ� UHVSRQVH� WR� +LV� GLUHFWLRQ�� :DOOV� RI� SULGH�� XQEHOLHI�� VSLULWXDO� ERQGDJH� HWF��-HKRVKDSKDW� DQG� KLV� DUP\� PDUFKHG� DQG� VDQJ� SUDLVHV� WR� *RG�� DQG� *RG� GHOLYHUHG� WKHLU�HQHPLHV�LQWR�WKHLU�KDQG�HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�ZHUH�EDGO\�RXWQXPEHUHG��OO�&KURQ���������� 0DQ\� FRQJUHJDWLRQV� KDYH� PDUFKHG� DURXQG� LQ� UHVSRQVH� WR� D� SURPSWLQJ� RI� WKH� 6SLULW��0DUFKLQJ� DURXQG� D� FKXUFK� EXLOGLQJ� PD\� KDYH� VHHPHG�� WR� WKH� QDWXUDO� PLQG�� WR� EH� DV�ULGLFXORXV�DV�PDUFKLQJ�DURXQG�-HULFKR��%XW�RIWHQ�WKH�UHVXOWV�KDYH�EHHQ�DOPRVW�DV�GUDPDWLF��:DOOV� RI� ERQGDJH�� SULGH� DQG� ELWWHUQHVV� KDYH� EHHQ� EURXJKW� WXPEOLQJ� GRZQ�� 7KLV� W\SH� RI�PDUFK�KDV�VRPHWLPHV�EHHQ�FDOOHG�D�´-HULFKR�0DUFK�µ�2WKHUV�FDOO�LW�D�´JORU\�PDUFK�µ�� 7KH�%ULGH�RI�&KULVW� LV�SLFWXUHG�DV� DQ�DUP\�PDUFKLQJ� IRUZDUG� WRJHWKHU� �6RQJ�RI�6RORPRQ����������

 ���� 5HMRLFLQJ�LQ�WKH�/RUG��
LV�\HW�DQRWKHU�ZD\�RI�SUDLVLQJ�*RG��:KHQ�1HKHPLDK�FDPH�LQWR�WKH�.LQJ
V�SUHVHQFH�ZLWK�D�VDG� IDFH�� WKH� .LQJ� NQHZ� LPPHGLDWHO\� WKDW� VRPHWKLQJ� ZDV� GUDVWLFDOO\� ZURQJ� �1HK� ������1HKHPLDK�VD\V���+H�KDG�QHYHU�VHHQ�PH�ORRN�VDG�EHIRUH��VR�KH�DVNHG��
:K\�DUH�\RX�ORRNLQJ�VR�VDG"�<RX�DUHQ
W�LOO��VR�LW�PXVW�EH�WKDW�\RX�DUH�XQKDSS\�
����*RRG�1HZV�%LEOH���� 1HKHPLDK� ZDV� VRUH� DIUDLG�� 7R� FRPH� EHIRUH� WKH� NLQJ� ZLWK� D� VDG� IDFH� VHHPHG� WR� EH� DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�WKDW�KH�ZDV�XQKDSS\�LQ�WKH�NLQJ
V�VHUYLFH��7KLV�ZRXOG�EH�DQ�LQVXOW�WR�WKH�NLQJ�DQG�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�WROHUDWHG�E\�KLP��ZKLFK�ZDV�ZK\�1HKHPLDK�ZDV�DIUDLG��+H�TXLFNO\�EHJDQ�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�UHDVRQ�IRU�KLV�VDG�FRXQWHQDQFH�DQG�WKDW�LW�KDG�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�XQGHU�ZKLFK�KH�ZDV�VHUYLQJ�WKH�NLQJ��1R�RQH�ZRXOG�GDUH�FRPH�EHIRUH�WKH�NLQJ�ZLWK�D�VDG�FRXQWHQDQFH�DQG�PDQQHU��\HW�PDQ\�&KULVWLDQV�FRPH�EHIRUH�WKH�.LQJ�RI�NLQJV�ZLWK�VDG�DQG�PRXUQIXO�GLVSRVLWLRQV��7R�GR�VR�LV�DQ�LQVXOW�WR�*RG��,W�LV�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�WKDW�ZH�DUH�IDU�IURP�VDWLVILHG�ZLWK�RXU�ORW�XQGHU�+LV�UXOH��7KH�SURSHU�PDQQHU�LQ�ZKLFK�WR�DSSHDU�EHIRUH�WKH�.LQJ�LV�ZLWK�UHMRLFLQJ��� WKXV� LQGLFDWLQJ� WKDW�ZH�DUH�GHOLJKWHG�ZLWK�RXU�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�WKDQNIXO� IRU�WKH� KRQRXU� EHVWRZHG� XSRQ� XV�� WR� EH� VHUYDQWV� RI� WKH� .LQJ�� 7KH� SHRSOH� RI� *RG� ZHUH�IUHTXHQWO\�WROG���$QG�\H�VKDOO�UHMRLFH�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG���� 2QH�RI�WKRVH�SODFHV�LV�LQ�'HXW��������*RG�ZDV�LQVWLWXWLQJ�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�+H�FRXOG�PHHW�ZLWK�WKHP���7KHQ�WKHUH�VKDOO�EH�D�SODFH�ZKLFK�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG�VKDOO�FKRRVH�WR�FDXVH�KLV�QDPH�WR�GZHOO�WKHUH��WKLWKHU�VKDOO�\H�EULQJ�DOO�WKDW�,�FRPPDQG�\RX��\RXU�EXUQW�RIIHULQJV��DQG�\RXU�VDFULILFHV��\RXU�WLWKHV��DQG�WKH�
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KHDYH�RIIHULQJ�RI�\RXU�KDQG��DQG�DOO�\RXU�FKRLFH�YRZV�ZKLFK�\H�YRZ�XQWR�WKH�/RUG��$QG�\H�VKDOO�UHMRLFH�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG��\H��DQG�\RXU�VRQV��DQG�\RXU�GDXJKWHUV��DQG�\RXU�PHQVHUYDQWV������� 7KXV�*RG�GHFUHHG�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZH�FRPH�LQWR�WKH�SODFH�ZKLFK�+H�KDV�RUGDLQHG�IRU�XV�WR�PHHW�ZLWK�+LP��ZH�VKRXOG�FRPH�WKHUH�ZLWK�UHMRLFLQJ��'DYLG�XQGHUVWRRG�WKLV�ZKHQ�KH�VDLG���,�ZLOO�HQWHU�LQWR�KLV�JDWHV�ZLWK�WKDQNVJLYLQJ��DQG�LQWR�KLV�FRXUWV�ZLWK�SUDLVH������3VDOP���������� :KHQ�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO�NHSW�WKH�)HDVWV�RI�WKH�/RUG��WKH\�ZHUH�WR�GR�VR�ZLWK�UHMRLFLQJ�EHIRUH�+LP��/HY�����������µ���DQG�\H�VKDOO�UHMRLFH�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG�����5HMRLFLQJ�LV�D�ZD\�RI�H[SUHVVLQJ�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�DQG�SUDLVH��:KHQ�ZH�JLYH�D�JLIW�WR�VRPHRQH��WKHLU�UHMRLFLQJ�LQGLFDWHV�WKHLU�SOHDVXUH�DQG�DSSUHFLDWLRQ��� 6R� WRR�� ZKHQ� ZH� UHMRLFH� EHIRUH� WKH� /RUG�� ZH� H[SUHVV� RXU� SOHDVXUH� LQ� +LP� DQG� RXU�DSSUHFLDWLRQ� RI�+LP�� ,W� LV� D� JUHDW� SLW\� WKDW� VR�PDQ\� FKXUFKHV� KDYH� LQVWLOOHG� WKH� LGHD� WKDW�UHYHUHQFH�LV�RQO\�VROHPQLW\��TXLHWQHVV�DQG�VREHUQHVV��7KH\�VHHP�WR�IHHO�WKDW�WR�H[SUHVV�MR\�DQG�JODGQHVV�LV�WKH�KHLJKW�RI�LUUHYHUHQFH��1RWKLQJ�FDQ�EH�IXUWKHU�IURP�WKH�WUXWK��&KULVWLDQV�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�PRVW�MR\IXO�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�WKHLU�UHMRLFLQJ�VKRXOG�EH�REYLRXV�WR�DOO��7KH�&KXUFK��LQ�LWV�PHHWLQJ�WRJHWKHU��VKRXOG�EH�D�FHOHEUDWLRQ��,W�ZRXOG�WKHQ�DWWUDFW�PDQ\�PRUH� SHRSOH�� IRU� LW� ZRXOG�PRUH� IDLWKIXOO\� UHIOHFW� WKH� WUXH� QDWXUH� RI� *RG�� ,QVWHDG�� PDQ\�PRGHUQ�FKXUFKHV�RIWHQ�UHSHO�SHRSOH�E\�WKHLU�FROGQHVV�DQG�GUHDULQHVV��7KH\�DUH�VR�VROHPQ�DQG�KHDY\��7KH�DWPRVSKHUH�LV�VR�VWLII�DQG�IRUPDO��7KH�SHRSOH�FRQGXFW�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�VXFK�D�IDOVH�� UHOLJLRXV� DQG� XQQDWXUDO�PDQQHU�� ,W� VKRXOG� QRW� EH� VR�� /HW� XV� UHWXUQ� WR� WKH� VSLULW� RI�UHMRLFLQJ�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG��� 7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�RXU�UHMRLFLQJ�FDQ�EH�H[SUHVVHG��6LQJLQJ�MR\IXO�VRQJV�LQVWHDG�RI�PRXUQIXO�GLUJHV�� LV�RQH�ZD\��5DLVLQJ�RXU�KDQGV�� FODSSLQJ�DQG�GDQFLQJ�DUH� VRPH�RI� WKH�RWKHU� PHDQV�� 5HMRLFLQJ� LQ� WKH� /RUG� ZLOO� FDXVH� XV� WR� EH� PXFK� PRUH� UHOD[HG� LQ� *RG
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Even when a people are persuaded that praise is scriptural, right and proper, it is still 
not always easy for them to begin to praise God. Many excuses have been offered in 
this regard. People endeavour to explain why they cannot praise God. Some seek to 
excuse themselves because of their disposition or temperament. They plead shyness, 
or the fact that they are not "outgoing" or demonstrative. 
 
The fact is that the Bible does not excuse anyone on any of these grounds. David says, 
"Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord!" (Psa 150:6). If 
you have breath, then you are to praise God! 
 
"The dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go down into silence." 
 (Psa 115:17) 
 
There are some definite hindrances to praise, all of which God wants us to deal with 
and overcome. He will not accept any of them as a valid reason to not praise Him. 
 ��� 6,1���

Sin is the first hindrance to praise. This is the basic reason why the unconverted 
do not praise God. It is also one reason why some Christians do not. Unconfessed 
sin inhibits us in the presence of God. We do not feel free, or at ease, in God’s 
presence if we are conscious of unforgiven sin in our life. 

 
David said, "If I regard iniquity in my heart, (if I am aware of sin in my life) the 
Lord will not hear me." Psa 66:18. Sin and iniquity separate us from God (Isaiah 
59:2), and we lose whatever communion we may have previously enjoyed. The 
realisation of sin in our life ties our tongue before the Lord. The only thing we 
really feel free to speak to Him about under these circumstances is our sin. 

 
There is an obvious answer to this hindrance. Confess the sin to God and 
sincerely accept His forgiveness and cleansing so that a right relationship can be 
restored and the flow of praise released. (1 John 1:9). 

 ��� &21'(01$7,21���
Even when we have been forgiven by the Lord, it is not always easy to accept 
that forgiveness completely and forgive ourselves. Many Christians remain in 
condemnation. Though God has freely forgiven them, they cannot forgive 
themselves.  
 
This often results in a sense of unworthiness. Freedom to worship is inhibited. 
They tend to "hang their heads" in God’s presence. The sense of God’s presence 
tends to make them more aware of their unworthiness than of the mercy and 
grace of God that He has exercised towards them. 
 
This kind of attitude often comes from being overly self-conscious instead of 
God-conscious. If we are constantly searching our hearts with a negative attitude, 



&KXUFK�3ODQWLQJ�,QVWLWXWH�%LEOLFDO�3UDLVH�$QG�:RUVKLS�

&KXUFK�3ODQWLQJ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO��4XHHQVODQG�$XVWUDOLD��%LEOLFDO�3UDLVH�$QG�:RUVKLS��3DJH����

always looking for faults and weaknesses, naturally we will find them. Nobody is 
perfect. This ultra-critical inspection of self in unhealthy. It focuses attention on 
self all the time instead of on Jesus. 
 
The Bible entreats us to "Look unto Jesus (who is) the author and finisher of our 
faith." (Heb. 12:2). This accomplishes at least two things. First, it gets our 
thoughts and attention off ourselves and on to Jesus. Second, the more we look to 
Jesus, think about Him, meditate on Him, occupy our thoughts with Him, the 
more we desire to praise Him. This is how praise begins - by looking to Jesus. 
Out admiration and appreciation for Him will grow continually as we do this. Our 
awareness of His worthiness will increase and this will promote thoughts of 
praise and worship to Him. 

 ��� :25/'/,1(66��
Oliver Cromwell once defined "worldliness" as "everything that cools my 
affection for Jesus Christ." Worldliness is the opposite of spirituality. It is the 
condition prevailing when our minds and thoughts are centred on the things of 
this world, rather than the things of God and His Kingdom.  
 
Worldly minded people find praising God extremely embarrassing. It offends 
their carnal sense of dignity. The cure for this problem is to become more and 
more Christ-centred. As our awareness and appreciation of Him increases, 
worldliness will decrease accordingly. One of the symptoms of worldliness is an 
obsession about maintaining dignity and decorum - an over-consciousness of 
"What will people think?" - too much concern about what people’s reactions will 
be. Our first concern as Christians, is to please the Lord. This does not always 
please carnal man. If we become too concerned with pleasing men and winning 
their approval, we shall be in danger of displeasing God. 

 ��� $�:521*�&21&(37�2)�*2'��
is frequently a strong hindrance to praise. Many have a completely negative view 
of God. They see Him as someone who is constantly trying to catch them in some 
failing so that He can condemn them, someone opposed to everything they do. 
They feel there is little hope of pleasing Him and enjoying His approval. They 
view God as an ogre who is determined to stop people from enjoying themselves 
in any way. How could one ever think to praise such a God as this? 

 
Praise begins to rise in our hearts only when we gain a right concept of God. The 
Holy Spirit must show Him to us as He really is. Reading the Word of God is a 
wonderful cure for wrong concepts of God, but only if we are open and will allow 
the Spirit to reveal the truth to us. Many who read the Bible have their minds 
closed to the truth. A true awareness of God, who and what He is, will surely lead 
us to praise and worship. 

 ��� 5(/,*,286�75$',7,216���
In Christ’s day, many allowed vain traditions of men to make void the Word of 
God. (Matt 15:6). Unfortunately, there are many today who do the same thing. A 
lot of Christians have been brought up in so-called Christian traditions, that frown 
upon the biblical style of praise and worship. Such traditions condemn praise as 
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mere emotionalism. Instead of obeying the injunctions of scripture, they follow 
the religious traditions of men. Unfortunately the conservative traditions of the 
Western church have been strongly embraced and many of these traditions run 
contrary to biblical truth. In such cases we should determine to please God rather 
than man. (Gal 1:10)  

 
Remember that "Religion represses, but Redemption releases." Persons 
imprisoned in traditions of men frequently have wrong concepts of God too. God 
is an extremely negative being in their view. He is completely unemotional, stern 
and forbidding. 

 
Those who believe in such a God, become like this themselves. The cure for this 
condition is to have courage to boldly expose our traditions to the Word of God, 
with an open heart and mind. Whenever the Holy Spirit reveals the error of your 
tradition, be willing to abandon it and embrace the Word of God instead. 

 ��� 35,'(��
is a further hindrance to the release of praise. This is a difficult problem to deal 
with because of our unwillingness to acknowledge pride of heart. Our very 
egotism will not allow us to do so! God can break such pride and release the 
prisoner. 

 
Pride is so concerned with the self-image; always wanting to be well thought of; 
always wanting to be seen doing what is considered to be the right and proper 
thing. 

 ��� )($5�2)�0$1���
Proverbs 29:25 tells us "The fear of man bringeth a snare." Fear of man, his 
thoughts and opinions, creates a real snare in which many have been caught. "The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom...." (Prov 9:10). If we truly reverence 
the Lord, we need never be afraid of man. 

 
We should always seek to please the Lord in all things and certainly we must 
praise Him in order to do this. If men do not like it, that is their problem. Never 
allow their opinions to inhibit you or hinder your desire and intention to give to 
God the praise that is due to Him. �

��� 6$7$1,&�68335(66,21���
Finally we come to the most serious of all hindrances, a Satanically-inspired 
suppression of praise. 

 
It is difficult for us to understand the deep hatred that Satan has for God, and how 
greatly he loathes hearing people praise God. It was Satan’s deep-rooted jealousy 
of God that brought about his downfall. In his pride, he thinks himself greater 
than God. He is filled with unreasonable jealousy whenever He hears God being 
praised and magnified. He therefore seeks to discourage and suppress all such 
praise. 
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When a person is under the direct control of Satan or one of his demons, it has 
been discovered that this person cannot even speak the name of Jesus. When 
encouraged to do so their throat freezes. The word will just not come out. It has 
also been noted that when the name of Jesus is spoken in the presence of such 
people, the demons within them begin to rage. Satan reacts strongly to even the 
very mention of that Name. His victim will sometimes froth at the mouth, fall 
into a fit, curse and blaspheme, so violent is the reaction against the praise of God 
or Jesus. �

&200(17�$1'�&21&/86,21�
Whenever a Christian is aware of an aversion to praise, a sincere and honest searching 
of the heart should take place. He should prayerfully ask God to reveal the nature of 
his problem, and what it is that is restricting or blocking the flow of praise. When this 
has been discovered, there must come a repentance and turning away from the 
hindrance. The person must set his heart to be obedient to God and to give praise to 
Him. 
 
If it still seems impossible to flow into praise, help should be sought from some 
mature and spiritually-sensitive person. It may be that there is a Satanic suppression 
on the life that needs to be broken. Until this has been done, the person can never 
serve God adequately. 
 
An inability to praise and worship God indicates a rebellion somewhere. There is 
obviously a basic problem that needs to be dealt with. Keep seeking God until victory 
comes and rivers of praise are released from the innermost being! 
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There is a distinct difference between praising God and offering the "sacrifice of 
praise." For a child of God, in right relationship to the Father, praise is something that 
should flow easily. We have so much to praise God for that whenever we think about 
Him there should be a spontaneous flow of praise from our hearts. Our praise usually 
involves thanksgiving as well and we minister to God in praise for all the blessings 
and benefits He has brought into our lives. 
 
The "sacrifice of praise" is somewhat different. It does not usually flow easily and 
spontaneously. It is not the praise we offer because everything is going nicely and we 
are happy and blessed. The sacrifice of praise is something we offer to God when we 
do not feel like praising Him. 
 
Everything seems to be going wrong. Our world seems to be falling apart. In these 
circumstances, we are praising God, not because of our circumstances but in spite of 
them. Out praise is not ascending because we feel great and want to give expression to 
our good feelings. In this situation, we are praising God by faith. We are praising Him 
in obedience. We are praising Him for who He is and not particularly for what He has 
done. This kind of praise does not come easily. It is not a cheap thing. It is costly. But 
it brings special delight to the heart of the Father and He loves to receive the sacrifice 
of praise. 
 ��� ,7�,6�&217,18$/�35$,6(���

David learned the secret of this. He said "I will bless the Lord at all times; his 
praise shall continually be in my mouth" (Psalm 34:1). 
 
This praise is not spasmodic and erratic. 
It is not "fair weather" praise. 
It is not cheap, easy praise that costs nothing. 
It is not sentimental praise. 
It is not superficial and empty. 
It is consistent. It is offered to God continually. 
In the good times, and in the bad times. 
When everything is fine, and when nothing seems to be going right. 
In those times when "The Lord giveth." 
And those times when "The Lord taketh away." 
And we are enabled to say "blessed be the Name of the Lord." (Job 1:21). 
 
It is praising God when the baby dies and we do not understand why. 
It is praising God when sickness has struck and doctors say there is no hope. 
It is praising God when you lose your job. 
When you are miles from anywhere, without a jack, and your car has a flat tyre. 
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It is especially in those times when the heavens seem to be brass, God seems to 
be a million miles away. Your prayers do not seem to be heard, much less 
answered. 

 :KHQ� \RX� FDQQRW� LPPHGLDWHO\� WKLQN� RI� DQ\� UHDVRQ� ZK\� \RX� ZRXOG� ZDQW� WR�SUDLVH�*RG��EXW�\RX�SUDLVH�+LP�MXVW�WKH�VDPH��WKDW�LV�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI�SUDLVH��
 
It is the praise you offer to God when it really costs you something to do it. Your 
natural feelings argue against it. Your friends discourage you. Your heart is 
heavy, there is no spring in your stride. The devil says "What have you got to 
praise God for?" He says, "Nobody can be expected to praise God in this kind of 
situation. even God would not expect you to do it. It would be fanatical." 
 
Nevertheless, you know, deep inside, that God is worthy to be praised. You know 
that He is still on the throne. 
He is still the Almighty, the God of the whole Universe. He has not changed in 
any way. He is the same, yesterday, today and forever. Praise His wonderful 
Name! 

 ��� ,7�,6�$8',%/(�35$,6(���
It is the fruit of our lips. Our lips produce words. They help us to verbalise our 
thoughts. 
So the sacrifice of praise is something we say. 
Something we speak out. 
Satan can hear it. 
People can hear it. 
We can hear it ourselves. 
And, most important, God can hear it. 
 
It was the sacrifice of praise that Paul and Silas offered to God at midnight, when 
they were held fast in the deepest dungeon. They had been thrown into prison for 
speaking about Jesus. They were not criminals. They had not committed some 
grievous crime. They were spreading the good news of the Kingdom and were 
thrown into prison for their efforts. They had been beaten with many stripes. 
Their backs were open and bleeding. They were sore. Their wounds were raw. 
Every nerve in their bodies were screaming out. Every inch of their backs was 
painful. Their hands and feet were chained to the wall. They could not make 
themselves comfortable, no matter how they tried.  Now it was midnight. The 
time when the human spirit is at its lowest ebb; when their spirits would normally 
be at the depths of depression and despair. They had probably never felt less like 
praising God than at that very time. 
 
But at midnight, they began to sing praises to God. They opened their mouths and 
began to sing forth the praises of the Lord. How this must have gladdened the 
heart of God. Here were two of His servants, suffering shame, pain and despair 
for His Name. Languishing in prison because they had done what God had told 
them to do. Would they curse Him? Would they deny Him? Would they say 
"What were we thinking about, to let ourselves get into this mess?" Would they 
blame Him, saying "We would not be in this trouble, were it not for God." 
No! A thousand times No! They began to sing His praises. 
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At midnight. 
In the darkest hour. 
When everything seemed dark and discouraging. 
Suddenly the walls of the prison began to shake. Their chains became loose. 
 
I like to think that when the Lord heard their midnight praise session, He was so 
thrilled that He joined in with them and shouted "Hallelujah!" so loudly that the 
walls of the prison began to reverberate! Those men were offering the sacrifice of 
praise. They were praising God despite every adversity. They were climbing right 
up on top of their circumstances, and shouting "Glory to God anyway!" Saints of 
God around the world are still offering these same kinds of sacrifices. From 
prison cells in many parts of this earth, where saints of God suffer for the 
testimony of Jesus, they are offering their sacrifices of praise to God. ���� ,7�&$1�%(�'21(�21/<�7+528*+�-(686���%\�KLP��WKHUHIRUH��OHW�XV�RIIHU�����
Only Jesus can make this kind of offering possible. This is why Christ is so 
wonderfully glorified in this exercise. The Father knows full well that no person 
could offer praise and thanksgiving from out of that kind of situation unless the 
Lord was helping him. So God sees the wonder of His Son in this offering. It is 
the grace of His Son that has accomplished this miracle. Here is a person who 
previously might have cursed God in this situation, but now, because of the 
triumph of God’s grace in his life, he is actually thanking and praising God. He is 
saying, "I just don’t understand why this is happening, God, but I am praising you 
just the same." "I cannot understand why this should happen to my family and 
me, I cannot discern the reason or fathom the purpose, but I praise you just the 
same." Every time a sacrifice of praise is offered, Jesus Christ is glorified! 

 ��� ,7�,6�7+(�*,9,1*�2)�7+$1.6�72�+,6�1$0(���
God wants to bring us into the place where we can sincerely "Give thanks always 
for all things unto God and the Father." (Eph 5:20). Notice it is not giving thanks 
to the Father FOR all things. That is much more difficult. First, God teaches us to 
give thanks unto Him IN all things. We can do this only when we really believe 
in the sovereignty of God. When we truly ..”.know that ALL things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His 
purpose" (Rom 8:28). 
 +2:�72�2))(5�7+(�6$&5,),&(�2)�35$,6(�
D�� 'HWHUPLQH�EHIRUHKDQG�WKDW�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�SUDLVH�*RG�DW�DOO�WLPHV�DQG�LQ�HYHU\�VLWXDWLRQ��
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3UDLVH�*RG�HYHU\�GD\�DQG�DOO�GD\��1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�PD\�DULVH�LQ�\RXU�GD\��SUDLVH�*RG�LQ�LW��IRU��DQG�WKURXJK�LW��*HW�LQWR�WKH�JRRG�KDELW�RI�SUDLVLQJ�*RG�FRQWLQXDOO\��� F�� ,I�WURXEOH�VKRXOG�FRPH�\RXU�ZD\���
RU�\RX�ILQG�\RXUVHOI�LQ�GLIILFXOWLHV��RUGHU�\RXUVHOI�WR�SUDLVH�WKH�/RUG��'DYLG�VDLG���:KRVR�RIIHUHWK�SUDLVH�JORULILHWK�PH��DQG�WR�KLP�WKDW�RUGHUHWK�KLV�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DULJKW�ZLOO�,�VKRZ�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�*RG���3VDOP���������2UGHU�\RXUVHOI�WR�SUDLVH�*RG�LQ�WKDW�GLIILFXOW�VLWXDWLRQ��DQG�*RG�ZLOO�SUHSDUH�D�ZD\�RI�GHOLYHUDQFH�IRU�\RX��
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To praise is to speak well of. To express admiration for. To compliment. To 
commend. To congratulate. To applaud. To eulogise. To extol. 
 
To worship is to express reverence, to have a sense of awe. To bow low before the 
object of worship. To make obeisance. 
 
Worship is the highest form of praise. We generally commence with praise and then 
move on into worship. 
 
The word ’worship’ derives from the old English word ’WORTHSHIP’ - to esteem the 
worth of, and to make a suitable response to that worthiness. 
 
Worship is first an attitude of heart. It is the reverent occupation of the human heart 
with its Creator. It begins with an inner musing of the heart. A depth of meditation 
upon the greatness and worthiness of God. It is the savouring of admiration about 
God. It is an inner sense of awe and respect for the Almighty. 
 
Second, it is an OVERFLOW of those thoughts and emotions. They flow forth 
spontaneously. They should not have to be pumped up, or forced out. Our cup, like 
David’s, should "run over joyfully." 
 
Third, it is the OUTPOURING of the soul in deep expressions of reverence, awe, 
wonder and adoration. �
7+(�),567�%,%/,&$/�5()(5(1&(6�72�:256+,3�
One of the principles of Bible interpretation is the "law of first mention," that states 
that the first biblical mention of any subject gives a clear indication of its meaning 
and significance wherever it may occur in the Bible. It is the key to understanding the 
import of that word or subject throughout the scriptures. 
 
The first occurrence of the word worship is in Gen 22:5. Abraham, speaking to the 
young men who accompanied him and Isaac to Moriah, ..”. I and the lad will go 
yonder and worship." The word used here is SHACHAH (pronounced Shaw-kaw), 
meaning to prostrate oneself before, to bow down, to fall before in humble reverence, 
respect and obeisance. Let us look at some of the implications of this first mention of 
worship. 
 ��� *2'�&200$1'('�$%5$+$0�72�*2�$1'�:256+,3���

Praise and worship is not an option that we may decide to do or not to do 
according to our whim. It is a commandment of God. When the Bible says, 
"PRAISE YE THE LORD," that is not a suggestion or a request, it is a 
commandment. There are no exceptions made. Every child of God is commanded 
to praise and worship God. 
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This obedience was essential to his covenant relationship to God. God and he had 
entered into a covenant that demanded Abraham’s absolute obedience and total 
commitment to God. God was about to test the sincerity and integrity of 
Abraham’s commitment. He was demanding the sacrifice of the very thing that 
Abraham held to be most precious, Isaac, the son of promise. 

 ��� 7+(�$&7�2)�:256+,3�,6�$�&267/<�21(���
This act of worship would cost Abraham his very best and highest offering. It 
was to truly be a "sacrifice of praise" (Heb 13:15). A life of worship demands 
everything we are and have. (Rom 12:1,2). There has to be a complete surrender 
of our whole self to God, in order to become a true worshipper. David also 
understood this principle when he said, "Shall I offer to God that which costs me 
nothing?" (ll Sam 24:24 ). 

 ��� 7+(�$&7�2)�:256+,3�,6�$1�$&7�2)�)$,7+���
Every step that Abraham took that day was a step of faith. As he marched up 
Mount Moriah, knowing that God had demanded the offering of his well-beloved 
son, he knew by faith, that somehow he and Isaac would return together. (Gen 
22:5). 

 ��� 7+(�6855(1'(5�2)�6(/)���
Not only was Abraham prepared to offer Isaac, he was also to offer to God his 
own plans, desires, ambitions and wishes for the future. His future was tied, 
inevitably, to this boy. This was the son that God had promised him - through 
whom all the promises of the covenant would be fulfilled. To surrender him in 
obedience was to surrender the prospect of all he longed to see fulfilled. He 
surrendered himself. We can never enter into true worship until there has been a 
complete surrender of our "self" to God. The self or ego will always get in the 
way of worship. So we must give it to God in surrender. 

 ��� 35$,6(�*/25,),(6�*2'���
Abraham’s costly act of worship glorified God. A normal reaction would be, 
"How great and glorious must be the One for whom Abraham would be willing to 
sacrifice his well-beloved son, in order to render the worship of obedience and 
faith." God says, "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me.." (Psa 50:23). Every true 
act of worship glorifies God. 

 ��� 7+(�:256+,33(5�,6�$/62�%/(66('���
God’s response to Abraham’s act of worship indicates His great pleasure and also 
His desire to bless every worshipper. " .... because thou hast done this thing, and 
has not withheld thy son, thine only son; that in blessing I will bless thee, and in 
multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand 
which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his 
enemies...because thou has obeyed my voice" (Gen 22:16-18). 
 
The story of Mary, (John 12:3) anointing the feet of Jesus with precious ointment, 
is a beautiful type of worship. John tells us that afterwards she ..”..wiped his feet 
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with her hair..." Imagine the sweet fragrance she would have carried away in her 
hair. Everywhere she went people would be aware of the sweet aroma. So it is 
with worshippers. Their lives carry a sweet fragrance wherever they go. It is the 
fragrance of the presence of the Lord! �

:256+,3�32575$<('�,1�7+(�7$%(51$&/(�
A further principle of Bible interpretation is the "law of much mention." This 
principle says that the amount of treatment and space given to a particular subject 
indicates its importance. When we consider how much space is devoted to the 
description of the Tabernacle - fifty one chapters throughout the whole Bible, we 
realise how important this subject is. Since the primary purpose of the Tabernacle was 
the worship of God, we see that God is conveying to us the vital nature of worship, 
and the tremendous importance He attaches to it. 
 
The first piece of Tabernacle furniture that God describes (Ex 25:22), is the ark of the 
covenant which was overlaid by the mercy seat. God said, ..”.. there will I meet with 
thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat..." The Holy of Holies, 
in which the ark was located, was the place where God would meet and commune 
with man face to face. It was the place of worship. In the Old Covenant economy, this 
awesome privilege was given to the High Priest only, and that on only one day of the 
year, the Day of Atonement. How blessed we are, under the terms of the New 
Covenant, to have the privilege of continual access through the blood of Christ. 
 
The basic teaching implicit in the Tabernacle for us Christians is that of worship. God 
had brought forth His people out of Egypt with a strong and mighty hand (Ex 32:11). 
Once their deliverance from Egypt was complete, the first thing He did was to 
commission Moses to build the Tabernacle. God’s first desire, after our deliverance 
from Egypt (sin and its bondage), is to initiate us into the ministry of worship. The 
Tabernacle teaches us the order and progression of worship. When entering the outer 
court of the Tabernacle, the first item one sees is the brazen altar of sacrifice. This is 
where our sins and iniquities are dealt with and we receive the pardon of God. 
 
Next came the brass laver, typical of cleansing through the water of the Word. The 
would-be worshipper had to come through these two experiences before reaching the 
curtains of the holy place. 
 
Within the holy place stood the table of shewbread, the seven branch candlestick and 
the golden altar of incense. All of which have deep significance in the teaching of 
worship. 
 
Ultimately, there was the Holy of Holies, that sacred and solemn meeting place which 
typifies the highest and purest forms of praise and worship. It is to this spot that the 
Spirit wants to bring us. There is a definite progression in learning the skills of 
worship. God wants to bring us through all the various phases until, at last, we can 
enter the ultimate place of sacred worship, that place within the veil with Him. 
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Music has always played an important role in the worship of God. Way back, in the 
dawn of creation, ..”.the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted 
for joy" (Job 38:7). 
 
Hebrew music was predominantly vocal. There were very few instruments in the 
earliest days of their history. The human voice was the most accessible and popular 
instrument with which to make music. 
 
The first biblical mention of music and song is in Genesis 31:27, and is associated 
with the expression of mirth. Worship in song is first mentioned in Exodus 15:1. 
Moses and the children of Israel sang unto the Lord; V2, Miriam and all the women, 
with tambourines and dances, responded to the song of Moses. 
 
The digging of the well at Beer was celebrated with singing (Numbers 21:17,18). 
 
Deborah and Barak celebrated their victory in song (Judges 5:1-31). The women of 
Israel celebrated David’s victory over Goliath in song (1 Sam 18:6,7). 
 
4,000 Levites praised the Lord with instruments (1 Chron 23:5), when Solomon was 
made king over Israel. 
"The children of Israel.....kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with great 
gladness: and the Levites and priests praised the Lord day by day, singing with loud 
instruments unto the Lord" (ll Chron 30:21). 
 
"And David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers 
with instruments of music, Psalteries and harps and cymbals, sounding, by lifting up 
the voice with joy" (1 Chron 15:16). 
 
It is clear that music and singing are vitally integral to the praise and worship of God. 
This is portrayed all through the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation. And so it is today. 
It is a vital, glorious, positive expression of praise to God. �
6$7$1�$1'�086,&�
It is also true that Satan uses music most effectively to achieve his purposes. Before 
his fall, Lucifer was a chief musician. Ezekiel 18:13 tells us that the "workmanship of 
thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou was created." 
Lucifer was a master musician. He was meant to use this gift for the glory of God, but 
when he rebelled against Jehovah and had to be cast out of heaven, he prostituted his 
gift and began to use it for evil instead of good. He has done so very effectively to this 
day. 
 
It was the descendants of Cain who invented both instruments of music and 
instruments of war (Gen 4:21,22). 
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When Moses returned from meeting God in the mountain, he discovered that the 
children of Israel had backslidden and returned to the worship of idols. They were 
dancing and singing around the golden calf. The sounds of their music was so 
confusing to the ear of Moses that he could not immediately discern the significance 
of the sound. 
 
This confusion-filled type of music has the hallmark of Satan - he is a confuser. So 
much modern music is filled with confusion. It disturbs and deranges people. 
 
Godly music has just the opposite effect. It is calming rather than confusing. It may 
stir us, but it will never cause us to lose control of our emotions. It will strengthen us, 
not deplete us. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, used musical instruments of various kinds to 
induce the worship of the golden image he had erected (Daniel 3:5-7). 
 
Herod succumbed to the seductive music and dancing of Salome and foolishly 
ordered the death of John the Baptist (Matt 14:6).  
 
The Satanically-inspired music of Babylon will finally be destroyed when the city of 
Babylon is cast down. The sound of her music will be heard no more (Rev.18:22). �
086,&�&$1�,163,5(�7+(�:256+,3�2)�*2'�
The Holy Spirit can also use music for the glory of God and edification of people. 
Notice the powerful therapeutic effect that anointed music had on Saul (1 Sam 16:23). 
David had been anointed by God (V 13). He was a skilful musician, a gifted composer 
and a sweet singer. When he played and sang under the anointing of the Spirit, the 
evil spirit departed from Saul. He was refreshed. He was well. 
 
When Jehoshaphat needed a prophet in a time of national crisis, he called for Elisha. 
The prophet called for a musician. ..”. and it came to pass, when the minstrel played, 
that the hand of the Lord came upon him (Elisha). And he said, 'thus saith the Lord ...' 
" (ll Kings 3:11,15,16). The music obviously helped create an atmosphere and mood 
for the prophetic gift to operate. 
 
King David appointed 4,000 men to prophecy with harps, psalteries and cymbals (1 
Chron 25:1). 
 
It was only when Israel was in captivity in Babylon that they ceased to sing and play. 
Their anointed music ceased and they hung their harps on the willow trees (Psalm 
137). 
When their Babylon captors goaded them to sing, they replied, "How can we sing the 
Lord's song in a strange land?" 
When their captivity ceased, after 70 years, they returned home with joyful singing 
and laughter. There was praise on their lips (Psa 126:1,2). It is only when the Church 
is in spiritual captivity that her anointed music ceases. When that captivity is broken 
and the people come into liberty once more, music, singing, praise, dancing and 
laughter are all restored unto her. �
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���� 7KH�GLVFLSOHV�VDQJ�K\PQV�WRJHWKHU���0DWW��������0DUN���������
��� 3DXO�DQG�6LODV�VDQJ�SUDLVHV�WR�*RG�LQ�SULVRQ���$FWV���������
��� 7KH�$SRVWOH�3DXO�LQVWUXFWV�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�DQRLQWHG�VLQJLQJ��7KH\�VKRXOG�VLQJ��

D� 3VDOPV��7KH�3VDOPV�VHW�WR�PXVLF��
E� +\PQV� 6RQJ�RI�SUDLVH�WR�*RG��
F� 6SLULWXDO� 6RQJV��6SRQWDQHRXV� VRQJV� JLYHQ�E\� WKH�6SLULW��7KH� VRQJV� RI� WKH�SULPLWLYH�FKXUFK�ZHUH�SUDLVHV�WR�WKH�/RUG��7KHLU�SULPDU\�REMHFWLYH�LQ�VLQJLQJ�ZDV�WR�SUDLVH�DQG�PDJQLI\�*RG��7KH\�GLG�QRW�VLQJ�IRU�HIIHFW��RU�WR�HQWHUWDLQ��7KHLU�VLQJLQJ�ZDV�QRW�PDQ�FHQWUHG��,W�ZDV�GLUHFWHG�WR�*RG�IRU�+LV�SOHDVXUH�DORQH��

 
This type of anointed singing and music, directed to God in praise and worship, is 
very rare in the church today. But God is restoring this ministry to His people. Here 
are some suggestions to help you bring your community into a ministry of anointed 
music in praise to God. 
 ��� &RPPHQFH�HDFK�VHUYLFH�ZLWK�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�DQG�SUDLVH�LQ�VRQJ���

�3VD���������
��(QWHU�LQWR�KLV�JDWHV�ZLWK�WKDQNVJLYLQJ��DQG�KLV�FRXUWV�ZLWK�SUDLVH��JLYH�WKDQNV�WR�KLP��SUDLVH�KLV�QDPH���

 ��� 3UD\HUIXOO\�DVN�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�IRU�WKH�ULJKW�VRQJ�RU�K\PQ���
*RG�KDV�D�WKHPH�DQG�D�PHVVDJH�IRU�HYHU\�VHUYLFH��2IWHQ�WKH�ULJKW�VRQJ�ZLOO�VHW�WKH�WRQH�IRU�WKDW�WKHPH��

 ��� 'R�QRW�EH�DIUDLG�WR�VLQJ�WKH�VRQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�RQFH���
RU�HYHQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�SRUWLRQ�RI�LW�ZKLFK�VHHPV�HVSHFLDOO\�DQRLQWHG�DQG�EOHVVHG��

 ��� ([KRUW�WKH�SHRSOH��
WR�UHDOO\��VLQJ�XQWR�WKH�/RUG���+\PQV�DUH�RIWHQ�VXQJ�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�RXU�WUDGLWLRQ�DQG�FXVWRP�WR�VLQJ��:H�KDYH�D�PXFK�ZRUWKLHU�SXUSRVH�WKDQ�WKLV��,W�LV�WR�VLQJ�XQWR�WKH�/RUG���WR�GLUHFW�RXU�IRFXV�KHDYHQZDUG�LQ�VRQJ��

 ��� %HJLQ�ZLWK�VRQJV�RI�SUDLVH�DQG�WKDQNVJLYLQJ���
$OORZ�WKH�SHRSOH�WR�JHQXLQHO\�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�SUDLVHV�WKURXJK�WKHP��6RQJV�DUH�QRW�SUDLVHV�LQ�WKHPVHOYHV��7KH\�DUH�PHUHO\�YHKLFOHV�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�ZH�PD\�H[SUHVV�RXU�SUDLVH��,W�LV�KLJKO\�SRVVLEOH�WR�VLQJ�PDQ\�K\PQV�DQG�VRQJV�ZLWKRXW�H[SUHVVLQJ�DQ\�WUXH�SUDLVH��

 ��� 6RQJV�RI�SUDLVH�ZLOO�LQVSLUH�WKH�SHRSOH�WR�ZRUVKLS���
:H�RIWHQ�EHJLQ�ZLWK�SUDLVH�DQG�WKHQ�WKH�SHRSOH�PRYH�SURJUHVVLYHO\�WKURXJK�YDULRXV�OHYHOV�RI�SUDLVH�XQWLO�WKH\�PRYH�ULJKW�LQWR�ZRUVKLS��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�OHYHO�RI�SUDLVH��

 ��� 'R�QRW��UXVK�WKURXJK��WKH�VRQJ�VHUYLFH���
0DQ\� PLQLVWHUV� ORRN� RQ� WKLV� SDUW� RI� WKH� VHUYLFH� DV� WKH� �SUHOLPLQDULHV��� DQ� LUNVRPH�� EXW�WUDGLWLRQDO�� QHFHVVLW\�� 7DNH� WLPH� WR� VLQJ�� SUDLVH� DQG� ZRUVKLS�� 7KLV� LV� D� YHU\� LPSRUWDQW�IXQFWLRQ�RI�RXU�JDWKHULQJ��
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��� $OORZ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�FRQJUHJDWLRQDO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ���
(QFRXUDJH�VSRQWDQHRXV�H[SUHVVLRQ��6RPHRQH�PD\�OHDG�LQ�SUD\HU��WKDW�PD\�VHW�WKH�WRQH�IRU�WKH�PHHWLQJ��$QRWKHU�PD\�SURSKHV\��DQG�WKH�H[KRUWDWLRQ�PD\�VXSSO\�WKH�WKHPH�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�VHUYLFH��

 ��� 7KH�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6SLULW��
���&RU���������� VKRXOG� ILQG� H[SUHVVLRQ� LQ�EHOLHYHUV
�ZRUVKLS� VHUYLFHV��'R�QRW�TXHQFK� WKH�6SLULW� ��� 7KHVV� ������� (QFRXUDJH� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� DQG� H[SUHVVLRQ� WKURXJK� WKHVH� VSLULWXDO�HQGRZPHQWV��+RZHYHU��WKH�DSSRLQWHG�DQG�DQRLQWHG�OHDGHU�VKRXOG�UHWDLQ�VSLULWXDO�DXWKRULW\�RYHU�WKH�VHUYLFH�DW�DOO�WLPHV��

 ���� $OO�WKLQJV�VKRXOG�EH�GRQH�WR�PXWXDO�HGLILFDWLRQ���
(YHU\�VFULSWXUDO�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�LV�OHJLWLPDWH�DQG�SURSHU��EXW�OHW�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�LV�GRQH��DQG�WKH�PDQQHU�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�LV�GRQH��EH�WR�WKH�HGLI\LQJ�RI�WKH�ZKROH�JDWKHULQJ����&RU���������

 ���� $YRLG�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WKDW�FDXVH�FRQIXVLRQ���
�*RG� LV� QRW� WKH� DXWKRU� RI� FRQIXVLRQ����� ��� &RU� �������� ,I� WKH� VHUYLFH� EHJLQV� WR� PRYH� LQWR�FRQIXVLRQ��WDNH�FKDUJH�DQG�OHDG�LW�EDFN�RXW�RI�FRQIXVLRQ��,I�QHFHVVDU\��SDXVH�DQG�H[SODLQ�WR�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKDW�LV�KDSSHQLQJ��WKXV�FODULI\LQJ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��8VH�VXFK�WLPHV�WR�WHDFK�WKH�ULJKW�DQG�ZURQJ�ZD\�WR�GR�WKLQJV��

 ���� /HW�HYHU\WKLQJ�EH�GRQH�DV�XQWR�WKH�/RUG���
DQG�WR�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG��5HPHPEHU�WKH�DLP�RI�HYHU\�JDWKHULQJ�LV�WR�JORULI\�*RG�DQG�HGLI\�WKH�EHOLHYHUV��

 ���� 8VH�D�VRQJ�ERRN�RU�RYHUKHDG�SURMHFWRU��
VR�WKDW�WKH�SHRSOH�FDQ�SDUWLFLSDWH��'R�QRW�EH�DIUDLG��DW�D�FHUWDLQ�SRLQW��WR�SXW�GRZQ�WKH�VRQJ�ERRN�RU�ZRUGV�DQG�MXVW�ZRUVKLS�IURP�WKH�KHDUW��

 ���� 2EYLRXVO\�WKHUH�DUH�FHUWDLQ��PHFKDQLFV��
�WR�WKH�OHDGLQJ�RI�D�VRQJ�VHUYLFH�RU�D�ZRUVKLS�VHUYLFH��EXW�\RX�PXVW�FDUHIXOO\�DYRLG�EHFRPLQJ�PHFKDQLFDO�RU�WRR�IRUPDO��/HW�WKHUH�EH�DQ�XQGHUO\LQJ�IUHHGRP��%H�IOH[LEOH��'RQ
W�LQVLVW�RQ�NHHSLQJ� WR� WKH�SURJUDPPH��%H�FRQVWDQWO\�VHQVLWLYH� WR� WKH�SURPSWLQJV�RI� WKH�6SLULW�DQG�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�IROORZ�WKHP��*RRG�VRQJ�OHDGLQJ�HQWDLOV�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�ZDYLQJ�WKH�DUPV��HYHQ�LI�WKLV� LV� GRQH� FRUUHFWO\�� 7KH� OLEHUW\� RI� WKH� 6SLULW� DQG� VSRQWDQHLW\� DUH�PRUH� LPSRUWDQW� WKDQ�WHFKQLFDO�FRUUHFWQHVV��

 ���� 6HHN�WR�EH�KLGGHQ���
WKDW� WKH�SHRSOH�PD\� ��µ�VHH� QR�PDQ�� EXW� -HVXV� RQO\��� �0DWW�������� ,� UHPHPEHU� D� FKXUFK� WKDW� ,�SDVWRUHG�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�LQ�%ULVEDQH��$XVWUDOLD��7KH�ILUVW�WLPH�,�VWHSSHG�XS�WR�WKH�SXOSLW��,�VDZ�VRPH�ZRUGV�FDUYHG�LQWR�WKH�SXOSLW��7KH\�FRQIURQWHG�HYHU\�SHUVRQ�ZKR�VWHSSHG�XS�WR�WKDW�SXOSLW� WR� VSHDN�RU�PLQLVWHU��7KH�ZRUGV� VDLG�� �6LU��ZH�ZRXOG� VHH� -HVXV�� �-RKQ���������:H�RXJKW�DOZD\V�WR�EHDU�WKLV�LQ�PLQG��7KH�SHRSOH�KDYH�QRW�FRPH�WR�VHH�\RX�RU�KHDU�\RX��7KH\�KDYH�FRPH�WR�VHH�DQG�KHDU�-HVXV��2XU�WDVN��ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�WKH�6SLULW��LV�WR�GUDZ�DVLGH�WKH�YHLO��WKDW�HYHU\�H\H�PD\�VHH�WKH�/RUG�DQG�ZRUVKLS�EHIRUH�+LP��7KLV�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�XOWLPDWH�DLP�RI�HYHU\�VHUYDQW�RI�&KULVW�ZKR�OHDGV�D�ZRUVKLS�VHUYLFH��
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&KDSWHU���
/($',1*�$�:256+,3�6(59,&(�

Congregational worship is an extremely important element of the New Testament 
Church. The primary calling of New Testament Christians is the worship of God. The 
most important functions of a church in order of priority are:- 
 ��� 9(57,&$/��� :RUVKLSSLQJ�*RG��
��� +25,=217$/��� 0LQLVWU\�WR�WKH�%RG\���HGLI\LQJ�WKH�VDLQWV�
� 0LQLVWU\�WR�WKH�ZRUOG���HYDQJHOLVP�
Every church should be a worshipping community. In the development of corporate 
worship, much depends on the leader of the service. �
48$/,7<�,1�/($'(56�
��� /($',1*�:256+,3�,6�$�63(&,$/�0,1,675<���

Not everyone has this ministry. Often the pastor does not have this particular 
ability. In which case, he should find someone in the congregation who does 
possess such a gift and be willing for that person to take the lead in this particular 
area. 

 

��� 7+(�/($'(5�0867�%(�$�:256+,33(5���
It is essential that one who is called to lead others into worship should be skilled 
and adept in the worship of God. It is impossible to lead others into something 
unless the leader has already learned the requirements and skills of worship. This 
person should be free in his own spirit and able to freely praise and worship God 
in his personal life. 

 

��� 63,5,78$/�0$785,7<���
The worship leader should be a person with experience and maturity in the things 
of the Spirit. His spiritual development should be equal to (and preferably 
superior to) the congregation that he is seeking to lead. Such maturity gives the 
leader a confidence and results in a sense of security in the congregation. He 
should be able to control his own spirit so that his personal thoughts, feelings and 
emotions do not intrude into the meeting. He must also be a man of faith, not only 
able to discern the leading of the Holy Spirit, but with faith to implement what 
the Spirit may be saying to the assembled saints. He should be an exhorter who 
can motivate and encourage the believers. 

 

��� 63,5,78$/�6(16,7,9,7<���
The ideal leader has developed a sensitive ear for the voice of the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit Himself will lead the service if the leader will actively move into those 
promptings that the Spirit will give. Worship services should be led by the Holy 
Spirit. However, He will always use human channels, so there must be a deep 
spiritual awareness in the leader. This will be conveyed to the congregation as 
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well. They will begin to develop the ability to hear the promptings of the Spirit 
and quietly and confidently move into them. 

 

��� *(18,1(�+80,/,7<���
A good leader will always seek to "hide behind Christ." Nothings ruins the 
spiritual atmosphere of a service more quickly than an egotistical leader who 
constantly projects himself into the meeting. The Holy Spirit loves to glorify 
Christ, and is totally unwilling to turn His spotlight on any human being. No flesh 
should glory in the sight of God. Rather than drawing the congregation’s attention 
to himself, the leader must always seek to focus the attention of the people on 
Christ. 

��� 35$<(5)8/�35(3$5$7,21���
Prior to the service, the leader should always spend some time privately in prayer. 
The theme of a meeting can be discerned beforehand in this way. The spirit of the 
leader can be tuned to the Spirit of God and in this way the meeting can move 
right into God’s purposes from the very commencement. There should be no such 
things as "preliminaries" in a worship service. The whole service, from the very 
first moment, is dedicated to the praise and glory of God. Too many preachers 
regard everything prior to their sermon as a preliminary - necessary, but 
unimportant. The truth is that what precedes the sermon is usually much more 
important, for the sermon is addressed to the people, but our worship is addressed 
to God Himself! 

 

��� $//2:�68)),&,(17�7,0(�)25�:256+,3���
The manner in which many "worship services" are hurried through is an insult to 
the majesty of God. We need to recognise the importance of corporate worship 
and give ample time to it. Worship time should not be wasted by needless chatter 
on the part of the leader. His real task is to get the congregation in tune with the 
Spirit of God just as quickly and sweetly as he can. Unnecessary talk and 
comment can detract from this purpose. When people have come to worship God 
and want to give themselves to Him in praise, worship and adoration, it is a sad 
thing when they are delayed and hindered by the very one who is ordained to lead 
them into such worship. 

 

��� %(�23(1�72�7+(�+2/<�63,5,7���
It takes real faith to lead a service into worship because such worship cannot be 
prescribed or programmed beforehand. Many leaders feel they must have a 
prescribed programme. They want to know exactly what is going to happen in a 
given service and just when it is going to take place. Spiritual worship demands 
more flexibility than this. Once the service has commenced, seek to keep quietly 
aware of the way the Spirit is leading. Be prepared to follow His leading step by 
step. He will instruct you as to just when the worship should take place. Not 
every service will be the same. God is a God of variety. He does not have to do 
the same thing every time. He has a special purpose for every gathering. 

 
The leader must learn to discern what the purpose is and to flow along with it, as 
the Spirit unfolds it step by step. God can even change the order and direction of 
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the service while it is proceeding. A good leader will be able to discern the very 
songs that should be sung; how many times they should be sung; and with what 
kind of emphasis!  Sometimes a service will be bright and full of rejoicing. At 
other times the Spirit may lead in a much quieter way and even into periods of 
silence that may be extremely profound and meaningful. 

 

��� %(�$:$5(�2)�$//�7+$7�,6�75$163,5,1*���
The leader should avoid closing his eyes and being "lost in worship." It is 
wonderfully possible to be fully involved in worship and still be aware of and 
sensitive to the people. The leader should have a sensitivity to the Spirit and at 
the same time, be exercising a gentle but definite influence over the service. 

 620(�6,03/(�*8,'(/,1(6�)25�/($',1*�:256+,3�
��� %(*,1�5,*+7�:+(5(�7+(�3(23/(�$5(���

Seek to make immediate contact with the congregation, right where they are. 
Quietly establish your leadership with them. Help them to recognise that God has 
ordained you to lead this service and that if they will co-operate and follow along 
with you, they will be led right into the Holy of Holies and have a glorious 
experience of worship. 

 

��� 621*�/($',1*�,6�127�1(&(66$5,/<�:256+,3�/($',1*���
There are many good song leaders who do not have the ability to lead people into 
worship. However, the worship leader must be able to lead singing and then to 
lead further on into worship. Most often a worship service will commence with 
singing. The singing of appropriate songs that eulogise God and speak of His 
greatness, might and splendour, will help to get the people’s minds off themselves 
and their problems and on to the Lord. Songs of praise and thanksgiving are often 
appropriate and suitable. Community singing is also a good way to bring the 
people into unity. As their voices blend, so will their minds and spirits. Once that 
unity has been achieved, the people may be led on into realms of worship. We 
begin with praise and then move on into worship. 

 

��� $//2:�7+(�+2/<�63,5,7�72�*,9(�',5(&7,21���
This may come in any one of a number of ways. It may spring out of the first 
song that is sung. This may set the theme for the entire service. Often the Spirit 
will lead from one song to another, all on the same or relevant themes. If there are 
those present with charismatic endowments, the Spirit may use these to indicate 
the course the service should take. This may be communicated through a 
prophecy or some revelation. Sometimes the mind of the Spirit is imposed on the 
service in a very quiet and undramatic fashion. It is only after the gathering, when 
looking back, that one sees so clearly how beautifully the Spirit led, and what 
unity and harmony was woven into the fabric of the service. 

 

��� $92,'�,17586,216�$1'�&5266�&855(176���
This is where the spiritual maturity of the leader is so necessary. He must be able 
to discern a new emphasis that might be introduced, that is not of the Spirit. He 
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must be spiritually alert to recognise such a trend.      A meeting can be very 
subtly redirected if one is not careful and watchful. Once the Spirit has set the 
course and direction, be sensitive to any intrusion that may change the emphasis. 
The intrusion may seem quite harmless. It may come in the form of a lovely 
chorus that is quite scriptural in content and yet it changes completely the 
direction in which God is seeking to lead the people. The leader must be loving 
and yet firm in keeping the worship on target. 

 
There are many ways in which he can bring the meeting back on course again. He 
may say directly, "Now friends, let us keep pursuing this direction which the 
Spirit is indicating, and let us not turn aside." He may commence another chorus 
that reinforces the original theme of the Spirit. There may come a further word of 
prophecy, directing the attention once more to the original theme. It requires faith 
and boldness on the part of the leader. He must exercise discretion and tact, but 
he must not compromise the purpose of God for that occasion. this often demands 
great wisdom and grace. The Holy Spirit will supply these if we trust Him 
implicitly. 

 

��� 5(&2*1,6(�75$16,7,21�$1'�&+$1*(���
The Holy Spirit may direct a service along any line He wishes. This frequently 
means that there may be a change of emphasis during the course of the service. In 
fact, this may happen several times. These transition periods are very important. 
The leader must be ahead of the people anticipating what the Spirit is wanting to 
do. He must give clear and firm leadership during these transitional periods, so 
the meeting does not begin to wander aimlessly. If a time of indecision is allowed 
to develop, someone may be tempted to try to give direction and a wrong note 
may be introduced. The leader must always remember that God has anointed and 
appointed him to lead the people and he is therefore responsible for doing just 
that. Do not rule the meeting with a heavy hand. Do not try to impose your will 
on the people. Keep a firm but gentle grip on the direction and progress of the 
worship.  

 

��� .((3�7+(�385326(�,1�0,1'���
Never lose sight of the objective and purpose of the gathering. It is first to praise 
and glorify the Lord. Second, to edify and bless the people. Never allow the 
gathering to degenerate to anything less than these basic objectives. 

 

��� �0$.(�86�$�6<03+21<����
One of the many fine choruses we often sing says, "Lord, make us a symphony, a 
symphony of worship." The Greek word "symphoneo" from which we derive 
symphony, means to "agree together." Jesus said,    "If any two of you shall agree 
together." He used this word, ’symphoneo,’ to "produce a symphony of sound."     
A worship service should be like a symphony. Everything should blend 
harmoniously together. The voices should all blend, the instruments should blend, 
the various parts of the service should all blend together. This is one of the basic 
purposes God seeks to achieve through our corporate worship, to blend us all 
together in a glorious harmony. In doing so, He introduces and encourages unity 
at the deepest levels of our being. A famous priest said, "The family that prays 
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together, stays together." And we might say, "The congregation that truly learns 
to worship together, will stay together." 

 

��� (1&285$*(�3$57,&,3$7,21���
Too often today, the congregation becomes mere spectators instead of 
participators. Frequently we find the minister doing everything and the 
congregation merely watching and listening. The New Testament encourages the 
participation of every member. However, good solid teaching on this subject 
needs to be given first. God’s people should be taught that He wants to hear their 
voices raised in worship. They must be taught how to participate, and having 
been taught, given opportunity to do so. Verbally encourage the people to enter 
in. Exhort them to lift their voices in praise. Make opportunities for them to 
express their praise. 

 

��� /(7�(9(5<7+,1*�%(�'21(�'(&(17/<�$1'�,1�25'(5���
Many churches use this scripture (1 Cor 14:4) as an excuse for not allowing any 
congregational participation. They are so intent on maintaining "decency and 
order" that they allow nothing to be done. This is not what the Bible says. It does 
NOT say, "Let nothing be done, decently and in order." It says "Let 
EVERYTHING be done." Let there be participation. Let there be prophecies, 
revelations, psalms, hymns, spiritual songs. But let them be done in such a 
manner that there is no confusion, for God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor 
14:40). 

 

���� 6((.�72�(;&(/���
Our goal, as we learn to praise and worship God, should be to ultimately excel in 
these things. We should aim for progress and development in these vital areas. 
Such excellence will not be human excellence. It will not be the development of 
human talent and ability. It will not be the employment of professionals, with 
correctness and precision. It will be the deepening of spiritual life. It will be the 
sharpening of spiritual sensitivity, the growth of spiritual awareness and the 
ability to make a spiritual response to the promptings of the Spirit of God. 

 
The ultimate objective of our worship is to uplift and glorify God. The more 
effectively we can do this, the more acceptable our praise. 
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&KDSWHU���
:256+,3�&5($7(6�$70263+(5(��

Atmosphere is the pervading mood or feeling in a given place. 
It is created by the spiritual emanations (atmospherics) present.  
Our ability to discern and feel these, are inherent in our spiritual being and emotions. 
Spiritual atmosphere occurs when our spirit encounters the Spirit of God. �$70263+(5(�,6�,17$1*,%/(�
Atmosphere cannot be perceived by sight or touch. It is ethereal or spiritual in nature. 
It is spiritually discerned (sensed) through our spiritual antennas. The felt presence of 
God is conveyed in a spiritual atmosphere. Most often you can neither see nor touch 
it, but you can feel and sense it. To do so you must have the right attitude and spiritual 
sensitivity. 
 $70263+(5(�,6�,1(9,7$%/(�
Atmosphere is present everywhere. In some places it is more evident than in others. 
Some places have little atmosphere. Others have a powerful atmosphere. Some 
atmospheres are extremely negative. Others are dynamically positive. Every place 
gives off some kind of impression through it’s character. Atmosphere is created 
largely by the furnishings, items and people assembled in a given place. 
 $70263+(5(�,6�/(*,7,0$7(�
Many Christians are nervous of the idea of having an atmosphere. They mistakenly 
believe that it is pure emotion, of the flesh, and something to be heartily discouraged. 
The presence of an important person inevitably creates an atmosphere of reverence 
and awe. How much more ought God’s presence to create a distinctive and awesome 
atmosphere. �
There was obviously an awesome atmosphere at the dedication of Solomon’s temple 
when God’s manifest presence invaded that place. �
2 Chr 7:1-3 ´:KHQ�6RORPRQ�ILQLVKHG�SUD\LQJ��ILUH�FDPH�GRZQ�IURP�KHDYHQ�DQG�FRQVXPHG�WKH�EXUQW�RIIHULQJ�DQG�WKH�VDFULILFHV��DQG�WKH�JORU\��SUHVHQFH��RI�WKH�/25'�ILOOHG�WKH�WHPSOH��7KH�SULHVWV�FRXOG�QRW�HQWHU�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�WKH�/25'�EHFDXVH�WKH�JORU\�SUHVHQFH��RI�WKH�/25'�ILOOHG�LW��:KHQ�DOO�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�VDZ�WKH�ILUH�FRPLQJ�GRZQ�DQG�WKH�JORU\�RI�WKH�/25'�DERYH�WKH�WHPSOH��WKH\�NQHOW�RQ�WKH�SDYHPHQW�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDFHV�WR�WKH�JURXQG��DQG�WKH\�ZRUVKLSHG�DQG�JDYH�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�/25'��VD\LQJ���+H�LV�JRRG��KLV�ORYH�HQGXUHV�IRUHYHU���
 (9(5<�3(5621�352-(&76�$1�$70263+(5(�
Every person has a unique aura that flows from their inner attitude. This creates an 
atmosphere which they project wherever they go. Depending on their personality and 
character, plus their spiritual development and maturity, (or lack thereof) they may 
exude any one of a number of kinds of atmospheres.  
 

E.g. 
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Positive Negative 
Optimistic Pessimistic 
Inspirational Discouraging 
Radiating light Dispensing darkness 
Happy Gloomy 

3(5621$/�$70263+(5(�
� D�� %HJLQV�LQ�RXU�WKRXJKW�OLIH�

´)RU��DV�D�PDQ�WKLQNV�LQ�KLV�KHDUW��VR�KH�EHFRPHV�µ�3URY�������
<RX�EHFRPH�ZKDW�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�DUH��<RX�EHFRPH�ZKDW�\RX�WKLQN�DERXW��E�� $FFHQWXDWHG�WKURXJK�RXU�ZRUGV�
´)RU�RXW�RI�WKH�DEXQGDQFH��IXOOQHVV��RI�KLV�KHDUW��D�PDQ�VSHDNV�µ�
:KDWHYHU�ILOOV�\RXU�PLQG�DQG�WKRXJKW�OLIH��WKDW�LV�ZKDW�\RX�ZLOO�WDON�DERXW��:KDWHYHU� \RX� WDON� DERXW� \RX� ZLOO� SURMHFW�� ,W� ZLOO� FUHDWH� DQ� DWPRVSKHUH� ZLWKLQ� DQG�DURXQG�\RX���1HJDWLYH�WKRXJKWV�DQG�ZRUGV�ZLOO�FUHDWH�D�QHJDWLYH�DWPRVSKHUH��3RVLWLYH�WKRXJKWV�DQG�ZRUGV�ZLOO�FUHDWH�D�SRVLWLYH�DWPRVSKHUH���&ULWLFDO�WKRXJKWV�DQG�ZRUGV�ZLOO�FUHDWH�D�FULWLFDO�DWPRVSKHUH��(WF���<RXU�ZRUGV�ZLOO�FRQYLQFH�\RX��<RX�ZLOO�EH�ZKDW�\RX�VD\���F�� ,QQHU�DWWLWXGHV�FUHDWH�RXWHU�DWPRVSKHUH�
:KDWHYHU� SHRSOH� FDUU\� ZLWKLQ� WKHP� WKH\� LQHYLWDEO\� GLVFKDUJH� LQWR� WKH� DWPRVSKHUH�DURXQG� WKHP�� 7KHLU� LQQHU� DWWLWXGHV� FUHDWH� DQ� DXUD� WKDW� LQILOWUDWHV� WKHLU� VXUURXQGLQJV��2WKHU�SHRSOH�DUH�PDGH�DZDUH�RI�LW��7KH\�VHQVH�DQG�IHHO�LW��,I�D�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�JHW�WRJHWKHU�DQG�EHJLQ�WR�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�DWWLWXGHV�WKURXJK�VSHHFK�RU�HPRWLRQDO�HPDQDWLRQ��WKH\�FUHDWH�VROLG�PXWXDO�DWPRVSKHUH�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�H[WUHPHO\�SRZHUIXO��,I�LW�KDSSHQV�WR�EH�D�FKXUFK�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�JDWKHU��WKH\�FUHDWH�D�ZURQJ�DWPRVSKHUH�WKHUH��:KLFK�LV�ZK\�WKH�3VDOPLVW�VDLG��´(QWHU�+LV�JDWHV�ZLWK�WKDQNVJLYLQJ��&RPH�LQWR�KLV�SUHVHQFH�ZLWK�VLQJLQJ�µ�7KLV�LV�WKH�FRUUHFW�DWWLWXGH�WR�H[XGH�ZKHQ�ZH�FRPH�EHIRUH�*RG��

<285�+20(�+$6�$1�$70263+(5(�
Every home has an atmosphere of its own. It is often evident from the moment one 
enters it. The manner in which a house is furnished creates an atmosphere. Whether 
the place is tidy or untidy helps to determine the atmosphere. The people (family?) in 
that home, powerfully affect it’s atmosphere. If they are warm, relaxed and friendly, 
visitors may feel immediately at home. If their welcome is not so evident, visitors can 
hardly wait to get out again. 
 
Many years ago, in Brisbane, Australia, I was asked to visit a family who were 
experiencing great trials and difficulties. This family consisted of the mother and five 
children all of whom were in a constant state of ill health. The children’s performance 
at school was inexplicably poor and there seemed to be a financial curse on their 
family.  
 
As I sat and conversed with the mother, a conviction deepened inside me that there 
was something badly wrong with the atmosphere of their house. After a brief prayer I 
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asked if anything dramatic and sad had ever happened in their house. It transpired that 
the deceased father and his brother had actually built the house. They were not 
registered builders yet evidently knew enough about building to erect this place in 
their spare time from items they had purchased cheaply from various sources.  
 
The task had been an onerous and demanding one. Arguments and rows had 
punctuated the building process. Great stress was on everyone involved, including 
financial indebtedness to the Bank. Ultimately the stress was too great for the father 
who hung himself in the attic, casting a shadow of grief and despair on the whole 
family. 
 
I explained to the mother that the fighting, distress and ultimate suicide had been 
aggravated by familiar spirits that had plagued her husband’s family for some years. I 
strongly urged she and the children to make a sincere commitment to Christ and place 
themselves under His protection. I further encouraged them to trust Jesus Christ to 
cleanse their house of every negative, destructive spirit that resided there. 
 
We subsequently marched through the house from room to room, singing and praying 
and commanding every evil spirit to leave. By the time we concluded our march every 
family member could sense the difference in the atmosphere. Even the rooms seemed 
brighter, the atmosphere was lighter, the heaviness of depression was gone. Within a 
few weeks their fortunes had obviously changed. The children’s health and schooling 
improved remarkably. The atmosphere in the home and in the family members was 
dramatically transformed. Everyone who visited that home was immediately aware of 
it. The bad atmosphere had gone and a much healthier, happier one filled the place. 
 <285�&+85&+�%8,/',1*�+$6�$1�$70263+(5(�
Every church building has a unique atmosphere that can usually be discerned and 
recognised as soon as one enters. Often the age and architecture of the building 
greatly affects the feeling one discerns. The style and condition of the building 
influences the ambience some degree. The manner in which the place is decorated and 
furnished also has some effect. Unfortunately many architects have felt that a church 
building should reflect quiet solemnity, severity and gloominess which is actually a 
complete contrast to the Biblical image, e.g.  
 3VD���������� � 6KRXW�IRU�MR\�WR�WKH�/25'��DOO�WKH�HDUWK��

� :RUVKLS�WKH�/25'�ZLWK�JODGQHVV��FRPH�EHIRUH�KLP�ZLWK�MR\IXO�VRQJV��
� .QRZ�WKDW�WKH�/25'�LV�*RG��,W�LV�KH�ZKR�PDGH�XV��DQG�ZH�DUH�KLV��ZH�DUH�KLV�SHRSOH��WKH�VKHHS�RI�KLV�SDVWXUH��
� (QWHU�KLV�JDWHV�ZLWK�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�DQG�KLV�FRXUWV�ZLWK�SUDLVH��JLYH�WKDQNV�WR�KLP�DQG�SUDLVH�KLV�QDPH��
� )RU�WKH�/25'�LV�JRRG�DQG�KLV�ORYH�HQGXUHV�IRUHYHU��KLV�IDLWKIXOQHVV�FRQWLQXHV�WKURXJK�DOO�JHQHUDWLRQV���1,9��

�
Some congregations deliberately strive for a solemn and sombre atmosphere, 
believing this to be appropriately “sacred.” They also encourage conservative and 
restrained behaviour in what they imagine is “The house of God.” What they actually 
produce is an old fashioned image of religious legalism and self righteousness that has 
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little or no appeal to non-Christians. Nor does it encourage the Christians to enjoy and 
express any degree of freedom or joy.  
 
I mentioned previously that when people come together they sub-consciously create a 
predominant atmosphere. If it is a wrong attitude and atmosphere, it is highly unlikely 
that the participants will experience God’s presence. 
 

%(*,1�:,7+�7+(�5,*+7�$77,78'(�
I remember many years ago, preaching in a church in Britain. It was a bitterly cold 
winter’s evening and the heating system in the building was not working. About three 
hundred people had gathered and their predominant thought was not on worship, but 
on how cold it was. The service began with a hymn that ought to have been a rousing 
and inspiring one. Unfortunately the congregation’s attitude was a disgruntled one 
rather than a triumphant one. This was reflected in their singing, which was like a 
funeral dirge. Suddenly, the Pastor who was attempting to lead their worship, cried 
“Stop.” He then began to rebuke the people for their lack of enthusiasm and to tell 
them they had come before God with the wrong attitude and spirit. He reminded them 
that the Bible says, “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and come into His courts with 
praise.”  To my surprise, he ordered the people to leave the building and re-enter with 
the right spirit. Initially they thought he was not serious, but it soon become clear that 
he was! With a good deal of grumbling the congregation filed out into the night air 
which was even colder than the atmosphere inside the building. They stood, like a 
herd of sheep, on the side walk while the Pastor exhorted them to come back inside 
with the right attitude. He stationed he and myself on either side of the entrance with 
instructions to only allow in those who were expressing thanks and praise to God. 
Slowly they began to file back in. This time they were speaking out words of 
thanksgiving. To the credit of that congregation, every member eventually came back 
in. What a meeting we had! The praise and worship erupted into a glorious awareness 
of God’s presence and ultimately all kinds of wonders and miracles took place. �
His method was probably rather drastic, but his intention was good and the result 
proved that it was also right. �7KH�DWPRVSKHUH�RI�UHOLJLRXV�UHVWUDLQW��LQ�PDQ\�FKXUFKHV��NLOOV�WKH�WUXH�VSLULW�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\��WKDW�-HVXV�GHILQHG�DV��´$EXQGDQW�/LIH�DQG�)XOOQHVV�RI�-R\�µ�

(John 10:10; 15:11) 
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:+$7�&5($7(6�$�63,5,78$/�$70263+(5("�
Atmospherics are the elements that create an atmosphere. A spiritual atmosphere is 
created when our spirit touches the Spirit of God. The emanations that are generated 
form the atmosphere of spiritual climate. There are certain spiritual atmospherics such 
as;  
 7+(�35(6(1&(�2)�7+(�+2/<�63,5,7�
This is undoubtedly the first, and indispensable factor. Without the Holy Spirit, there 
will not be any legitimate spiritual atmosphere. It is uniquely His presence that creates 
the atmosphere in which the presence of God may be experienced. 
 5(&2*1,=,1*�$1'�+21285,1*�7+(�+2/<�63,5,7�
However, it is not sufficient to believe that He is present, we must also discern and 
honour His presence. 
 
The good news is that He is always present wherever believers are gathered in Jesus’ 
name. 
The sad news is that those believers are often too absorbed in their own program and 
activities that they virtually ignore His presence.  
 
To experience an atmosphere conducive to a miracle, we must recognise and honour 
the presence of the Spirit amongst us. We do this by being sensitive and obedient to 
His voice.  
 &20(�:,7+�7+(�5,*+7�$77,78'(�
Ps 100:4 ´(QWHU�LQWR�KLV�JDWHV�ZLWK�WKDQNVJLYLQJ��$QG�LQWR�KLV�FRXUWV�ZLWK�SUDLVH���WHKLOODK��D�K\PQ�RI�SUDLVH��*LYH�WKDQNV�XQWR�KLP��DQG�EOHVV�KLV�QDPH���$69��
 

a. Enter His gates with thanksgiving. 
b. Come into His courts with songs of praise 
c. Bless (honour, exalt, uplift, magnify) God’s Holy Name through worship. 

 , ZLOO�HQWHU�+LV�JDWHV�ZLWK�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�LQ�P\�KHDUW�, ZLOO�HQWHU�KLV�FRXUWV�ZLWK�SUDLVH��, ZLOO�VD\�WKLV�LV�WKH�GD\�WKDW�WKH�/RUG�KDV�PDGH�, ZLOO�UHMRLFH�IRU�+H�KDV�PDGH�PH�JODG��+H�KDV�PDGH�PH�JODG��+H�KDV�PDGH�PH�JODG�, ZLOO�UHMRLFH�IRU�+H�KDV�PDGH�PH�JODG����758(�5(9(5(1&(�,6�5(6321',1*�2%(',(17/<�72�*2'·6�63,5,7�
Too many churches believe that reverence of God’s presence requires solemnity, 
silence, gravity and formality. They ignore the plain words of Scripture 
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� &RU���������´1RZ�WKH�/RUG�LV�WKH�6SLULW��DQG�ZKHUH�WKH�6SLULW�RI�WKH�/RUG�LV��WKHUH�LV�OLEHUW\�%XW�ZH�DOO��ZLWK�XQYHLOHG�IDFH��EHKROGLQJ�DV�LQ�D�PLUURU�WKH�JORU\�RI�WKH�/RUG��DUH�EHLQJ�WUDQVIRUPHG�LQWR�WKH�VDPH�LPDJH�IURP�JORU\�WR�JORU\��MXVW�DV�E\�WKH�6SLULW�RI�WKH�/RUG���1.-��
326,7,9(�5(63216(�
The right atmosphere begins to develop when we respond positively to the presence 
of the Spirit among us. Paul says (above) that the Spirit is the rightful Lord of our 
gatherings and that His presence releases spiritual liberty. When we honour Him as 
Lord of our gathering He invests the event with His liberating Spirit. 
 
Our attitude must be firstly to genuinely invoke and invite the Holy Spirit to be the 
Lord of our gathering. Having done this we should then sensitively discern what He 
wishes to do among us. We need to humbly make contact with the Holy Spirit, 
recognising from the outset that He is the true Lord of our worship service. Having 
recognised and contacted His presence we then need to discern and follow the flow of 
His leading. 
 35$<(5)8/�,17(5&(66,21�
Public prayer is too often a formality, a prescribed part of the liturgy, rather than a 
genuine cry to God. The Holy Spirit will only respond to a genuine invitation that 
springs from the heart and includes a willingness to honour His presence and obey His 
voice.  
 086,&�
When we truly offer praise to God, we honour Him and prepare a way (build a 
highway in the spirit) by which He may enter our presence and reveal His saving 
grace. 
 
Psa 50:23 ´+H�ZKR�VDFULILFHV�WKDQN�RIIHULQJV�KRQRXUV�PH��DQG�KH�SUHSDUHV�WKH�ZD\�VR�WKDW�,�PD\�VKRZ�KLP�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�*RG����1,9��
 
What is the real objective of our musical expression? What are we truly endeavouring 
to achieve through our music? Are we merely following a traditionally prescribed 
routine, or are we genuinely seeking to provide a grand entrance for the Lord the 
Spirit? 
 63,5,78$/�:256+,3�
Genuine spiritual worship must be offered “in the spirit” and according to God’s 
truth. 
 
John 4:23-24 ´<HW�D�WLPH�LV�FRPLQJ�DQG�KDV�QRZ�FRPH�ZKHQ�WKH�WUXH�ZRUVKLSHUV�ZLOO�ZRUVKLS�WKH�)DWKHU�LQ�VSLULW�DQG�WUXWK��IRU�WKH\�DUH�WKH�NLQG�RI�ZRUVKLSHUV�WKH�)DWKHU�VHHNV��*RG�LV�VSLULW��DQG�KLV�ZRUVKLSHUV�PXVW�ZRUVKLS�LQ�VSLULW�DQG�LQ�WUXWK����1,9��
Much of our corporate worship is presented to God through the medium of music, but 
it must be more than the mere performance of music. Worship is a path we may walk 
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into the presence of God. The music to which we march, is a means to that end and 
not the end in itself.  
 7+(�+,*+�35$,6(6�2)�*2'�
Psa 149:6 ´/HW�WKH�KLJK�SUDLVHV�RI�*RG�EH�LQ�WKHLU�PRXWK���1.-��
The high praises of God are the praises that surround the throne of God in heaven. 
Various glorious living creatures encompass God’s throne, continuously singing and 
speaking anthems of praise to God and His glory. The create a dynamic atmosphere 
of joyful and triumphant worship in which God dwells. 
 

Psa 22:3 ´%XW�<RX�DUH�KRO\��HQWKURQHG�LQ�WKH�SUDLVHV�RI�,VUDHO���1.-��
As the Holy spirit refines and enhances our worship, it becomes compatible with the 
heavenly praises on high. When this happens we begin to feel the aura of God’s 
presence among us. 
 6,1*�72�7+(�:(//�
Num 21:16-17 ´)URP�WKHUH�WKH\�ZHQW�WR�%HHU��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ZHOO�ZKHUH�WKH�/25'�VDLG�WR�0RVHV���*DWKHU�WKH�SHRSOH�WRJHWKHU��DQG�,�ZLOO�JLYH�WKHP�ZDWHU���7KHQ�,VUDHO�VDQJ�WKLV�VRQJ���6SULQJ�XS��2�ZHOO��$OO�RI�\RX�VLQJ�WR�LW�´���1.-��
Israel were travelling through a wilderness, but God, in His mercy brought them to a 
place where arterial water was available. At Moses’ command, Israel’s leaders dug 
the well, while the whole congregation of Israel “sang unto the well.” Our spiritual 
life may become like a wilderness at times, dry and barren. But God has His wells of 
refreshing. We must sing to those wells until they begin to burst forth with the living 
water of God's presence. Like Israel, we must do it in unison. God instructed Moses, 
“Gather the people together and have them all sing to the well.” There is a well in the 
midst of every congregation but the leaders must dig and the congregation must sing 
together to release its streams of living water. It is a well of life, a well of rejoicing, a 
well of refreshing and a well that will water the land and produce fruitfulness. 
 '(63,6,1*�:256+,3�352'8&(6�%$55(11(66�
David’s wife Michal is a clear example of this. 
 
2 Sam 6:20-23 ´7KHQ�'DYLG� UHWXUQHG� WR�EOHVV�KLV�KRXVHKROG��$QG�0LFKDO� WKH�GDXJKWHU� RI�6DXO� FDPH�RXW� WR�PHHW�'DYLG��DQG�VDLG���+RZ�JORULRXV�ZDV�WKH�NLQJ�RI�,VUDHO�WRGD\��XQFRYHULQJ�KLPVHOI�WRGD\�LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI�WKH�PDLGV�RI�KLV�VHUYDQWV��DV�RQH�RI�WKH�EDVH�IHOORZV�VKDPHOHVVO\�XQFRYHUV�KLPVHOI���6R 'DYLG�VDLG�WR�0LFKDO���,W�ZDV�EHIRUH�WKH�/25'��ZKR�FKRVH�PH�LQVWHDG�RI�\RXU�IDWKHU�DQG�DOO�KLV�KRXVH��WR�DSSRLQW�PH�UXOHU�RYHU�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�WKH�/25'��RYHU�,VUDHO��7KHUHIRUH�,�ZLOO�SOD\�PXVLF�EHIRUH�WKH�/25'���$QG�,�ZLOO�EH�HYHQ�PRUH�XQGLJQLILHG�WKDQ�WKLV��DQG�ZLOO�EH�KXPEOH�LQ�P\�RZQ�VLJKW��%XW�DV�IRU�WKH�PDLGVHUYDQWV�RI�ZKRP�\RX�KDYH�VSRNHQ��E\�WKHP�,�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�LQ�KRQRXU���7KHUHIRUH�0LFKDO�WKH�GDXJKWHU�RI�6DXO�KDG�QR�FKLOGUHQ�WR�WKH�GD\�RI�KHU�GHDWK�µ�
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Her overt criticism of David’s enthusiastic worship, left him unmoved. He refused to 
conform his worship style to the perceptions of a carnal, conservative woman who 
was embarrassed to be associated with uninhibited worship. David insisted that his 
purpose was to please God, not man and that if uninhibited worship appeared 
unseemly to a carnal mind, he would continue to do it nevertheless. As for Michal, her 
attitude ensured that she remained barren until the end of her days. 
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&KDSWHU���
:+$7�$5(�7+(�0,5$&/(6"�

If atmosphere is conductive to miracles, what might such miracles be? 
 (1&2817(5,1*� *2'·6� 35(6(1&(� ,1� $� 3(5621$/� $1'� ,17,0$7(�0$11(5��
The miracle of our ability to sense and experience the personal presence of Christ 
amongst us. 
Once this happens, any number of wonderful miracles may transpire. 
The mystical miracle power of Christ releases a potential for all manner of wonders. 
 0,5$&/(6� 2)� 5(9(/$7,21�� (1&285$*(0(17�� +($/,1*�� $1'�5(6725$7,21�
The miracle of conversion and transformation can happen. 
The breaking of bondages and a release of one’s spirit from imprisonment. 
 7+(�0,5$&/(�2)�(;3(5,(1&,1*�*2'·6�/29(�
Many people find it difficult to fully accept the fact of God’s love for them. They 
often feel unworthy of such love and cannot believe that God really loves THEM so 
much. 
In the Song of Solomon, the shepherdess is initially self conscious, shy and inhibited. 
She protests her unworthiness of His attention. 
 
Song 1:6 ´'R�QRW�ORRN�XSRQ�PH��EHFDXVH�,�DP�GDUN��EHFDXVH�WKH�VXQ�KDV�WDQQHG�PH���1.-��
As their relationship develops and deepens, He constantly assures her of His love and 
admiration for her, speaking of the beauty He sees in her. Basking in the attention of 
His love for her, she begins to see herself as He sees her. She is encouraged to lose 
those inhibitions. 
 7+(�0,5$&/(�2)�5(&(,9,1*�+,6�3$5'21�
We really need to experience the wonder of God’s loving presence in order to truly 
know His pardon in an experiential manner. The more we experience His presence, 
the more we sub-consciously know that we are truly forgiven pardoned, freely 
accepted and restored. 
 
The Prodigal Son, could not believe that His father could ever restore him to the 
favour and privilege of sonship. He rehearsed all manner of possible scenarios, the 
best of which was that he might become a hired servant of his father’s. But the loving 
father brushed aside all his protestations and generously poured the full quota of his 
love upon him. He fully and completely restored him to his original position of 
privilege. He generously killed the fatted calf, threw a huge party, put shoes on his 
feet and placed a ring on his finger. 
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7+(�0,5$&/(�2)�6((,1*�+,6�32:(5�$1'�*/25<�
Psa 63:2 ´,�KDYH�VHHQ�\RX�LQ�WKH�VDQFWXDU\��WKH�SODFH�RI�ZRUVKLS��DQG�EHKHOG�\RXU�SRZHU�DQG�\RXU�JORU\���1,9��
It is also in the place of worship that we are able to behold and gaze upon the beauty 
of the Lord. 
 
Psa 27:4 ´2QH�WKLQJ�,�KDYH�GHVLUHG�RI�WKH�/25'��WKDW�ZLOO�,�VHHN��WKDW�,�PD\�GZHOO�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI�WKH�/25'�DOO�WKH�GD\V�RI�P\�OLIH��WR�EHKROG�WKH�EHDXW\�RI�WKH�/25'��DQG�WR�LQTXLUH�LQ�+LV�WHPSOH�µ��1.-��

 7+(�0,5$&/(�2)�(;3(5,(1&,1*�7+(�-2<�2)�7+(�/25'�
Psa 21:6 ´6XUHO\�\RX�KDYH�JUDQWHG�KLP�HWHUQDO�EOHVVLQJV�DQG�PDGH�KLP�JODG�ZLWK�WKH�MR\�RI�\RXU�SUHVHQFH�µ��1,9��
 3VD������´DW�KLV�WDEHUQDFOH�ZLOO�,�VDFULILFH�ZLWK�VKRXWV�RI�MR\� ,�ZLOO�VLQJ�DQG�PDNH�PXVLF�WR�WKH�/25'�µ��1,9��3VD�������
“You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore.” (NKJ) 
 
Neh 8:10 
“This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” (NIV) 
 
The Bible is filled with references that link joy to the presence of the Lord. During the 
feast of Tabernacles God commanded His people to “Rejoice for seven days before 
the Lord.” God loves to witness our supreme joy in His presence. In fact, He has 
promised to augment it. 
 
Zeph 3:17 ´7KH�/25'�\RXU�*RG�LV�ZLWK�\RX��KH�LV�PLJKW\�WR�VDYH��+H�ZLOO�WDNH�JUHDW�GHOLJKW�LQ�\RX��KH�ZLOO�TXLHW�\RX�ZLWK�KLV�ORYH��KH�ZLOO�UHMRLFH�RYHU�\RX�ZLWK�VLQJLQJ����1,9��

(/,6+$·6�(;3(5,(1&(�
II Kings 3:15-16 ´%XW�QRZ�EULQJ�PH�D�PLQVWUHO��$QG�LW�FDPH�WR�SDVV��ZKHQ�WKH�PLQVWUHO�SOD\HG��WKDW�WKH�KDQG�RI�WKH�/25'�FDPH�XSRQ�(OLVKD��$QG�KH�VDLG��7KXV�VDLWK�WKH�/25'��0DNH�WKLV�YDOOH\�IXOO�RI�GLWFKHV�µ��.-9��
Confronted with the need to bring a prophetic word from God, Elisha immediately 
called for a musician. Whilst the harpist played, the hand (Spirit) of the Lord came 
upon Elisha and he was inspired with a word from God. Obviously the atmosphere 
fostered by the music helped to create the right atmosphere to release a genuine 
prophetic word from God. The anointed atmosphere helped to produce a spiritual 
miracle. �
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3$8/·6�(;3(5,(1&(�
Acts 14:7-10 ´$QG�WKH\�ZHUH�SUHDFKLQJ�WKH�JRVSHO�WKHUH��$QG�LQ�/\VWUD�D�FHUWDLQ�PDQ�ZLWKRXW�VWUHQJWK�LQ�KLV�IHHW�ZDV�VLWWLQJ��D�FULSSOH�IURP�KLV�PRWKHU
V�ZRPE��ZKR�KDG�QHYHU�ZDONHG��7KLV�PDQ�KHDUG�3DXO�VSHDNLQJ��3DXO��REVHUYLQJ�KLP�LQWHQWO\�DQG�VHHLQJ�WKDW�KH�KDG�IDLWK�WR�EH�KHDOHG��VDLG�ZLWK�D�ORXG�YRLFH���6WDQG�XS�VWUDLJKW�RQ�\RXU�IHHW���$QG�KH�OHDSHG�DQG�ZDONHG�µ��
 
It seems apparent, from the context of this incident, that the presentation of the Gospel 
by this group of missionaries, created an exciting and stimulating atmosphere. Whole 
cities were both stirred and divided by this phenomena. In Lystra the gathering 
produced an atmosphere of exciting faith conducive to the performance of miracles. 
The preaching of Paul created a spirit of faith and expectancy among his listeners. As 
Paul observed one particular man in the crowd, he could clearly see that the spirit of 
faith had gripped him. This encouraged Paul to shout with a loud voice “Stand up on 
your feet.” The man immediately leapt to his feet and walked. Imagine the great 
excitement that accompanied this mighty miracle! �
7+(�32:(5�2)�086,&�
Music has always played an important role in the worship of God. Way back, in the 
very dawn of creation, ..”.the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy" (Job 38:7). �
This scripture refers to a pre-history occasion. It alludes to an earliest era of the 
dateless past when God first created the universe. It is the oldest historic reference to 
music and singing. Several things emerge from it. �
Music was conceived in the heart of God �

Music existed before the foundation of the universe. ,W�ZDV�XVHG�E\�WKH�´VRQV�RI�*RG�µ��
,W�ZDV�HPSOR\HG�LQ�WKH�SUDLVH�RI�*RG���
,W�ZDV�H[SUHVVHG�ZLWK�MR\IXO�HQWKXVLDVP��

In its simplest forms music may be defined as an art form consisting of sequences of 
sound, organised methodically, harmoniously, and rhythmically. Such sounds are 
usually produced by musical instruments, human voices, or both, separately or 
together. 
 

Music is a gift of God to mankind. 
It is an expression of God’s essential being. 
It is the language of the soul, expressing its highest aspirations. 
It facilitates a more intense feeling than spoken words. 
It has uplifting and healing powers. 
Good music directs one’s thoughts to God.  
 

The earliest Hebraic music was predominantly vocal. There were very few 
instruments in the earliest days of their history. The human voice was the most 
accessible and popular instrument with which to make music. However, biblical 
references to later periods include mention of many forms of musical instruments. 
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 086,&�&5($7(6�$1�$70263+(5(�
All music creates its own atmosphere. Marketing strategists have understood this. 
Service industries have too. Restaurants play music conducive to relaxing and eating. 
Congregational attitudes are influenced by the type and tempo of music and by the 
lyrics. 
 
“Spirituals” were birthed by slaves in the cotton fields of the southern states of the 
USA. They sang to alleviate their indignities and suffering. They sang to create an 
atmosphere of hopeful anticipation in the midst of their trials, to bring God’s 
encouragement to their hearts. 
 

*2'·6�3(23/(�86('�,7�72�&5($7(�&(57$,1�$70263+(5(6�
Worship in song is mentioned in Exodus 15:1. Moses and the children of Israel sang 
unto the Lord; V2, Miriam and all the women, with tambourines and dances, 
responded to the song of Moses. Moses and Miriam created an atmosphere of victory 
and triumph to minister encouragement to the bewildered Israelites. 
 ´7KHQ�0RVHV�DQG�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�VDQJ�WKLV�VRQJ�WR�WKH�/25'���,�ZLOO�VLQJ�WR�WKH�/25'��IRU�KH�LV�KLJKO\�H[DOWHG��7KH�KRUVH�DQG�LWV�ULGHU�KH�KDV�KXUOHG�LQWR�WKH�VHD��7KH�/25'�LV�P\�VWUHQJWK�DQG�P\�VRQJ��KH�KDV�EHFRPH�P\�VDOYDWLRQ��+H�LV�P\�*RG��DQG�,�ZLOO�SUDLVH�KLP��P\�IDWKHU
V�*RG��DQG�,�ZLOO�H[DOW�KLP�µ��1,9��
 7KH�GLJJLQJ�RI�WKH�ZHOO�DW�%HHU�ZDV�FHOHEUDWHG�ZLWK�VLQJLQJ��
Num 21:17-18 ´7KHQ�,VUDHO�VDQJ�WKLV�VRQJ��6SULQJ�XS��2�ZHOO��VLQJ�\H�XQWR�LW��7KH�SULQFHV�GLJJHG�WKH�ZHOO��WKH�QREOHV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�GLJJHG�LW��E\�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODZJLYHU��ZLWK�WKHLU�VWDYHV��$QG�IURP�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV�WKH\�ZHQW�WR�0DWWDQDK�µ��.-9��
 'HERUDK�DQG�%DUDN�FHOHEUDWHG�WKHLU�YLFWRU\�LQ�VRQJ��-XGJHV�����������
7KH�ZRPHQ�RI�,VUDHO�FHOHEUDWHG�'DYLG
V�YLFWRU\�RYHU�*ROLDWK�LQ�VRQJ��
(1 Sam 18:6,7). 
 ������/HYLWHV�SUDLVHG�WKH�/RUG�ZLWK�LQVWUXPHQWV����&KURQ��������ZKHQ�6RORPRQ�ZDV�PDGH�NLQJ�RYHU�,VUDHO��
"The children of Israel.....kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with great 
gladness: and the Levites and priests praised the Lord day by day, singing with loud 
instruments unto the Lord" (ll Chron 30:21). 
 �$QG�'DYLG�VSDNH�WR�WKH�FKLHI�RI�WKH�/HYLWHV�WR�DSSRLQW�WKHLU�EUHWKUHQ�WR�EH�WKH�VLQJHUV�ZLWK�LQVWUXPHQWV�RI�PXVLF��3VDOWHULHV�DQG�KDUSV�DQG�F\PEDOV��VRXQGLQJ��E\�OLIWLQJ�XS�WKH�YRLFH�ZLWK�MR\�����&KURQ���������
Imagine the high drama and joyful release of witnessing 4,000 singers and musicians 
playing loudly and singing enthusiastically to God. What a glorious occasion that 
was! 
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086,&�,163,5(6�3523+(7,&�877(5$1&(���
1 Sam 10:5 �$IWHU�WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�JR�WR�*LEHDK�RI�*RG��ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�D�3KLOLVWLQH�RXWSRVW��$V�\RX�DSSURDFK�WKH�WRZQ��\RX�ZLOO�PHHW� D� SURFHVVLRQ� RI� SURSKHWV� FRPLQJ� GRZQ� IURP� WKH� KLJK� SODFH�ZLWK� O\UHV�� WDPERXULQHV�� IOXWHV� DQG� KDUSV� EHLQJ�SOD\HG�EHIRUH�WKHP��DQG�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�SURSKHV\LQJ��
 
It is clear that music and singing are vitally integral to the praise and worship of God. 
This is portrayed all through the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation. Music is also 
associated frequently with the release of spiritual gifts such as prophecy. The group of 
prophets employed a wide variety of musical instruments as they prophesied. Both 
music and prophecy create a sense of God’s presence.  
 $ *5($7�9$5,(7<�2)�,167580(176�:(5(�86('�
The scriptures reveal that a great variety of musical instruments were used in Davidic 
praise. Psalm 150 lists all the basic families of instruments found in the modern 
orchestra. 
 
Psa 150:1-6 ´3UDLVH�WKH�/25'��3UDLVH�*RG�LQ�KLV�VDQFWXDU\��SUDLVH�KLP�LQ�KLV�PLJKW\�KHDYHQV��3UDLVH�KLP�IRU�KLV�DFWV�RI�SRZHU��SUDLVH�KLP�IRU�KLV�VXUSDVVLQJ�JUHDWQHVV��3UDLVH�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�VRXQGLQJ�RI�WKH�WUXPSHW����EUDVV���SUDLVH�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�KDUS�DQG�O\UH����VWULQJV���SUDLVH�KLP�ZLWK�WDPERXULQH���SHUFXVVLRQ���DQG�GDQFLQJ��SUDLVH�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�VWULQJV�DQG�IOXWH����ZRRGZLQG���SUDLVH�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�FODVK�RI�F\PEDOV��SUDLVH�KLP�ZLWK�UHVRXQGLQJ�F\PEDOV��/HW�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�KDV�EUHDWK�SUDLVH�WKH�/25'��3UDLVH�WKH�/25'�µ��1,9��
 
It seems obvious, from such references, that music offered to God in the Old 
Testament, was neither sterile nor conservative. There is very obvious spontaneity, 
passion, life, colour and movement that identifies biblical music. Biblical worship 
often attracted the criticism of conservative minds that were more concerned with 
maintaining outward dignity, than with expressing enthusiasm. The idea taught in 
many churches, that the organ is the only instrument suitable for accompaniment of 
worship, is certainly not a biblical concept. The modern organ is often too limited and 
restrained to express the varied dynamics of spiritual communication. It does not 
afford the measure of freedom and spontaneity that the Spirit needs to adequately 
express His praise to God.  
 
Worship in the Bible was frequently accompanied by a great variety and a large 
number of musical instruments. Percussion instruments, including drums, 
tambourines, cymbals and various kinds of shakers are the oldest and were frequently 
used to accompany songs and dances of praise. Wind instruments included trumpets, 
and the shofar. (rams horn) 
 
Amongst the variety of stringed instruments were the harp and lyre. Several lyres 
were often used together in a string ensemble to accompany the singing of a choir. 
People who object to the employment of guitars in worship should realise that the 
harp and lyre which were inevitably used to accompany biblical worship, are the 
ancient equivalent of the modern guitar. Musical accompaniment in the Bible, 
employing a wide and colourful variety of instruments, must have been very dramatic 
and exciting.  
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2 Chr 5:12-14 ´$OO�WKH�/HYLWHV�ZKR�ZHUH�PXVLFLDQV���$VDSK��+HPDQ��-HGXWKXQ�DQG�WKHLU�VRQV�DQG�UHODWLYHV���VWRRG�RQ�WKH�HDVW�VLGH�RI�WKH�DOWDU��GUHVVHG�LQ�ILQH�OLQHQ�DQG�SOD\LQJ�F\PEDOV��KDUSV�DQG�O\UHV��7KH\�ZHUH�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�����SULHVWV�VRXQGLQJ�WUXPSHWV��7KH� WUXPSHWHUV� DQG� VLQJHUV� MRLQHG� LQ� XQLVRQ�� DV� ZLWK� RQH� YRLFH�� WR� JLYH� SUDLVH� DQG� WKDQNV� WR� WKH� /25'��$FFRPSDQLHG�E\� WUXPSHWV�� F\PEDOV�DQG�RWKHU� LQVWUXPHQWV�� WKH\� UDLVHG� WKHLU�YRLFHV� LQ�SUDLVH� WR� WKH�/25'�DQG�VDQJ���+H�LV�JRRG��KLV�ORYH�HQGXUHV�IRUHYHU���7KHQ�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�WKH�/25'�ZDV�ILOOHG�ZLWK�D�FORXG��DQG�WKH�SULHVWV�FRXOG�QRW�SHUIRUP�WKHLU�VHUYLFH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�FORXG��IRU�WKH�JORU\�RI�WKH�/25'�ILOOHG�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�*RG�µ��1,9��
 
Numerous and varied styles of music were used too which should encourage us to 
realise that God does not share the narrow views of many Christians as to which 
instruments may be unsuitable for worship. 
Many national churches have been robbed of authentic cultural expression in music 
and worship by a narrow view, frequently espoused by Western missionaries and 
church leaders, about the suitability or otherwise of historic, ethnic instruments. 
Unfortunately this gave rise to the idea that the organ was the only proper instrument 
to accompany worship.  It further indicated that only Western Hemisphere 
instruments and Western World music styles were sacred and that all manner of 
emerging world instruments and music were totally unsuitable. Fortunately this 
narrow view is being gradually dispelled and many ethnic examples of  Christian 
worship are emerging. 
 
Churches in the non-Western world should be encouraged to employ musical 
instruments and styles that are culturally appropriate to their national traditions and 
cultures. 
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&KDSWHU����
&21*5(*$7,21$/�:256+,3�

The impact and effectiveness of good praise and worship, in a congregational setting, 
can scarcely be exaggerated. This is a fact I have noticed so many times. Most 
successful churches I have observed, have had the help of a good worship program. 
Most churches that have experienced dynamic growth, have also featured good 
congregational worship. There are factors involved in effective praise and worship 
that are powerfully conducive to the atmosphere that wins the day. 
 :+$7�,6�7+(�2%-(&7,9(�2)�$�:256+,3�6(59,&("�
If the average Christian were asked this question, what might their response be? 
 
A worship service is where the members gather together to worship God. 
A worship service is a gathering of the members to hear the Word of God.  
A worship service is where Christians gather to sing hymns and songs. 
 
Responses like these would be partially correct, but not wholly so. These concepts fall 
short of the ideal result of a church worship service. 
 

&21*5(*$7,21$/�:256+,3��
True congregational praise and worship occurs when a gathered group of God’s 
people join harmoniously to exalt God corporately in music and song. Such worship 
originates in heaven. 
 
Job 38:4-7 �:KHUH�ZHUH�\RX�ZKHQ�,�ODLG�WKH�HDUWK
V�IRXQGDWLRQ"�7HOO�PH��LI�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG��:KR�PDUNHG�RII�LWV�GLPHQVLRQV"�6XUHO\�\RX�NQRZ��:KR�VWUHWFKHG�D�PHDVXULQJ�OLQH�DFURVV�LW"�2Q�ZKDW�ZHUH�LWV�IRRWLQJV�VHW��RU�ZKR�ODLG�LWV�FRUQHUVWRQH���ZKLOH�WKH�PRUQLQJ�VWDUV�VDQJ�WRJHWKHU�DQG�DOO�WKH�DQJHOV�VKRXWHG�IRU�MR\"µ��1,9��
 
It was an integral feature of the New Testament church that even a prison sentence 
could not stifle. God shouted a responsive Hallelujah so loudly that the prison walls 
fell down! 
 
Acts 16:25-26 ´$ERXW�PLGQLJKW�3DXO�DQG�6LODV�ZHUH�SUD\LQJ�DQG�VLQJLQJ�K\PQV�WR�*RG��DQG�WKH�RWKHU�SULVRQHUV�ZHUH�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKHP��6XGGHQO\� WKHUH�ZDV� VXFK� D� YLROHQW� HDUWKTXDNH� WKDW� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQV� RI� WKH� SULVRQ�ZHUH� VKDNHQ��$W� RQFH� DOO� WKH�SULVRQ�GRRUV�IOHZ�RSHQ��DQG�HYHU\ERG\
V�FKDLQV�FDPH�ORRVH�µ��1,9��
,W�ZLOO�DOVR�IHDWXUH�VWURQJO\�LQ�KHDYHQ�WKURXJKRXW�HWHUQLW\��5HY��������
´7KHQ�,�KHDUG�ZKDW�VRXQGHG�OLNH�D�JUHDW�PXOWLWXGH��OLNH�WKH�URDU�RI�UXVKLQJ�ZDWHUV�DQG�OLNH�ORXG�SHDOV�RI�WKXQGHU��VKRXWLQJ���+DOOHOXMDK��)RU�RXU�/RUG�*RG�$OPLJKW\�UHLJQV��/HW�XV�UHMRLFH�DQG�EH�JODG�DQG�JLYH�KLP�JORU\��)RU�WKH�ZHGGLQJ�RI�WKH�/DPE�KDV�FRPH��DQG�KLV�EULGH�KDV�PDGH�KHUVHOI�UHDG\�µ��1,9���
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758(�&25325$7(�:256+,3�81,7(6�$�&21*5(*$7,21�
Psa 133:1-3 ´+RZ�JRRG�DQG�SOHDVDQW�LW�LV�ZKHQ�EURWKHUV�OLYH�WRJHWKHU�LQ�XQLW\��,W�LV�OLNH�SUHFLRXV�RLO�SRXUHG�RQ�WKH�KHDG��UXQQLQJ�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�EHDUG��UXQQLQJ�GRZQ�RQ�$DURQ
V�EHDUG��GRZQ�XSRQ�WKH�FROODU�RI�KLV�UREHV��,W� LV�DV�LI� WKH�GHZ�RI�+HUPRQ�ZHUH� IDOOLQJ�RQ�0RXQW�=LRQ��)RU�WKHUH�WKH�/25'�EHVWRZV�KLV�EOHVVLQJ��HYHQ�OLIH�IRUHYHUPRUH�µ��1,9��
Dwelling, living, flowing in unity attracts the anointing of God in a powerful way. 
True corporate worship is one of the ways in which the Spirit of God tunes a
congregation and brings it into the unity of the Spirit. As a congregation yield 
themselves to attaining united expressions of worship, God blends their spirits 
together in harmonious unity. 
 086,&�$775$&76�7+(�35(6(1&(�2)�*2'�
II Ki 3:14-18 ´(OLVKD�VDLG���$V�VXUHO\�DV�WKH�/25'�$OPLJKW\�OLYHV��ZKRP�,�VHUYH��LI�,�GLG�QRW�KDYH�UHVSHFW�IRU�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�-HKRVKDSKDW�NLQJ�RI�-XGDK��,�ZRXOG�QRW�ORRN�DW�\RX�RU�HYHQ�QRWLFH�\RX��%XW�QRZ�EULQJ�PH�D�KDUSLVW���:KLOH�WKH�KDUSLVW�ZDV�SOD\LQJ��WKH�KDQG�RI�WKH�/25'�FDPH�XSRQ�(OLVKD�DQG�KH�VDLG���7KLV�LV�ZKDW�WKH�/25'�VD\V��0DNH�WKLV�YDOOH\�IXOO�RI�GLWFKHV��)RU�WKLV�LV�ZKDW�WKH�/25'�VD\V��<RX�ZLOO�VHH�QHLWKHU�ZLQG�QRU�UDLQ��\HW�WKLV�YDOOH\�ZLOO�EH�ILOOHG�ZLWK�ZDWHU��DQG�\RX��\RXU�FDWWOH�DQG�\RXU�RWKHU�DQLPDOV�ZLOO�GULQN��7KLV�LV�DQ�HDV\�WKLQJ�LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI�WKH�/25'��KH�ZLOO�DOVR�KDQG�0RDE�RYHU�WR�\RX�µ��1,9��
 
When Elisha the prophet urgently needed a word from God, he summoned a 
musician. Even while the harpist played, the Spirit of God came upon Elisha and he 
prophesied what Israel must do. Music produces an atmosphere conducive to spiritual 
manifestations that indicate the presence of God. Spiritual music can invite God’s 
presence in a tangible, discernible manner. A dynamic spiritual atmosphere is often 
created by a congregation harmonising with each other and with God’s Spirit. 
 
A group of Spirit filled musicians, with instruments and voices lifted in praise can be 
a dynamic and powerful attraction in a church. Every church leader should give high 
priority to forming such a team. 
 
It is exciting to realise that God loves music. Whenever His people delight themselves 
in music, song and dance, God loves to join in with them. 
 

086,&�,163,5(6�$1'�67,08/$7(6�3(23/(�
There is a rousing and stimulating element in stirring music that unites and activates 
any body of people. Who has never been aroused by a military band? The army of the 
Lord marches best to the strains of triumphant music that stirs the inner passions of a 
redeemed heart. The music of the church, marching triumphantly towards the future 
manifestation of God’s kingdom reign, should be the finest in the world. 
 
Unfortunately the church at large has frequently allowed itself to believe that sacred 
(holy) music must be staid, conservative and old fashioned. This is not true. Kingdom 
music, inspired in heaven, should be the most dynamic and appealing ever heard. It 
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should be so unique and inspirational that people would travel miles to hear and 
participate in it. 
 

75,803+$17�086,&�/,)76�025$/(��
Morale is mutual, and united confidence. Its is “esprit de corps,” the united, 
optimistic, triumphant spirit of a body of people amalgamated by the same aims and 
objectives. It is the high degree of optimism and confidence that fills the heart of a 
united and committed company of people. 
 
Stirring music is a main contributor to high morale. It inspires people and brings out 
the best in them. It unites them as one person. Which is why John says: 
 
Rev 19:6-7 ´$QG�,�KHDUG��DV�LW�ZHUH��WKH�YRLFH��VLQJXODU��RI�D�JUHDW�PXOWLWXGH��SOXUDO��DV�WKH�VRXQG�RI�PDQ\�ZDWHUV�DQG�DV�WKH�VRXQG�RI�PLJKW\�WKXQGHULQJV��VD\LQJ���$OOHOXLD��)RU�WKH�/RUG�*RG�2PQLSRWHQW�UHLJQV���/HW�XV�EH�JODG�DQG�UHMRLFH�DQG�JLYH�+LP�JORU\��IRU�WKH�PDUULDJH�RI�WKH�/DPE�KDV�FRPH��DQG�+LV�ZLIH�KDV�PDGH�KHUVHOI�UHDG\����1.-��
7+(�$50<�7+$7�:$6�/('�%<�$�&+2,5��
2 Chr 20:20-22 ´-HKRVKDSKDW�VWRRG�DQG�VDLG���+HDU�PH��2�-XGDK�DQG�\RX�LQKDELWDQWV�RI�-HUXVDOHP��%HOLHYH�LQ�WKH�/25'�\RXU�*RG��DQG�\RX�VKDOO�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG��EHOLHYH�+LV�SURSKHWV��DQG�\RX�VKDOO�SURVSHU���$QG�ZKHQ�KH�KDG�FRQVXOWHG�ZLWK�WKH�SHRSOH��KH�DSSRLQWHG�WKRVH�ZKR�VKRXOG�VLQJ�WR�WKH�/25'��DQG�ZKR�VKRXOG�SUDLVH�WKH�EHDXW\�RI�KROLQHVV��DV�WKH\�ZHQW�RXW�EHIRUH�WKH�DUP\�DQG�ZHUH�VD\LQJ���3UDLVH�WKH�/25'��IRU�+LV�PHUF\�HQGXUHV�IRUHYHU���1RZ�ZKHQ�WKH\�EHJDQ�WR�VLQJ�DQG�WR�SUDLVH��WKH�/25'�VHW�DPEXVKHV�DJDLQVW�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�$PPRQ��0RDE��DQG�0RXQW�6HLU��ZKR�KDG�FRPH�DJDLQVW�-XGDK��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�GHIHDWHG�µ��1.-��
Israel’s army was outnumbered and facing possible defeat, except that God had 
promised them victory. 
2 Chr 20:17 ´<RX�ZLOO�QRW�KDYH�WR�ILJKW�WKLV�EDWWOH��7DNH�XS�\RXU�SRVLWLRQV��VWDQG�ILUP�DQG�VHH�WKH�GHOLYHUDQFH�WKH�/25'�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX��2�-XGDK�DQG�-HUXVDOHP��'R�QRW�EH�DIUDLG��GR�QRW�EH�GLVFRXUDJHG��*R�RXW�WR�IDFH�WKHP�WRPRUURZ��DQG�WKH�/25'�ZLOO�EH�ZLWK�\RX�
��
(NIV) 
 
God did not encourage them to rely on their numbers, or weapons, but on His Word, 
to which the Levites responded with great shouts of praise. 
 
2 Chr 20:19 ´7KHQ�VRPH�/HYLWHV�IURP�WKH�.RKDWKLWHV�DQG�.RUDKLWHV�VWRRG�XS�DQG�SUDLVHG�WKH�/25'��WKH�*RG�RI�,VUDHO��ZLWK�YHU\�ORXG�YRLFH���1,9��
God sent them into battle with a choir before them, exalting the Lord in their praises 
and magnifying His grace. As they sang God set ambushments against their enemies 
completely conquering their adversaries. 
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�
7+(�/21(�3,3(5�
One of my friends of some years ago, won the Victoria Cross for outstanding bravery 
under enemy attack. The incident occurred in World War II, when he was a piper in 
a Scottish regiment. His platoon was under heavy attack and suffering massive 
casualties. Communications were poor, his unit was in disarray, making a disorderly 
retreat under withering enemy fire. Bill soon realised that their confused retreat was 
making he and his mates an easier target for the enemy and that if something were not 
done quickly they would soon be decimated. Being a earnest Christian, he 
immediately committed the situation to God in prayer. Throwing down his rifle, he 
grabbed his bag pipes and began to play a stirring Scottish tune. Immediately his 
associates slowed down their retreat. 

Encouraged by his own music, Bill began to march towards the enemy. His comrades, 
witnessing his bravery, began to sing and shout loudly and joined him as he walked 
resolutely towards the enemy troops. Fresh morale surged through his unit as a sense 
of patriotism and bravery inspired them all. Though Bill was wounded, he continued 
to advance and the whole unit took fresh courage, surging past him, into the teeth of 
their foe with guns blazing. The tide was soon turned under their counter attack, and 
before long the enemy were in retreat and the Scottish troops had won the day. In 
subsequent dispatches, his bravery under fire despite sustaining two bullet wounds, 
was recognised as the factor that changed the fate of his unit. His associates spoke of 
the surge of morale that swept their ranks as the skirl of the bag pipes sounded forth. 
Without considering their own safety they joined their brave comrade, routing the 
opposition and winning a strategic victory that ultimately saved their lives. The whole 
regiment was later honoured when Bill was invested with the Victoria Cross Medal by 
his king. 
 
That incident frequently reminds me of spiritual warfare. Often, when the enemy 
appears to be gaining the upper hand, voices lifted in praise to God have turned the 
tide from imminent defeat to resounding victory. In a similar manner, dynamic music 
expressing praise to God, has frequently inspired God’s army to march forward to 
victory.  
 7+(�32:(5�2)�086,&·6�$775$&7,21��
Rousing music has a universal appeal. It stirs something within every human spirit. It 
awakens dormant faith and positively inspires the inner man. Other people love to join 
an enthusiastic congregation. There is a special sense of belonging amongst people 
who lift their voices together in jubilant song. Good, spirited, triumphant music and 
song is an extremely positive and attracting force. It makes people want to be part of 
that crowd. 
 

:+$7�.,1'�2)�,167580(176"�
The question often arises, “What is the best type of instrument to use for praise and 
worship?” 
 2EYLRXVO\�WKHUH�DUH�QXPHURXV�IDFWRUV�LQYROYHG�LQ�DQVZHULQJ�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��6RPH�RI�WKRVH�IDFWRUV�PLJKW�EH����
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�
1. The ethnic identity of the church. 
 
2. The size of the congregation and venue. 
 
3. The kind of instruments available. 
 
4. The style of worship desired. 

 
However, there are several issues that need to be considered in making this important 
decision. �
$&&203$1,0(17�
This is the most important aspect, the need to provide basic accompaniment for the 
congregants. The obvious instruments for this are simple accompaniment instruments 
such as a piano, electronic keyboard, or guitar, all of which are suitable to provide the 
simple basics of music, i.e. melody, harmony and rhythm. In a very real sense these 
are the lead instruments and one should try to ensure that the players are competent 
and capable. 
An electronic keyboard is very desirable because it is capable of producing such a 
wide variety of musical effects and is extremely versatile. 
 

5+<7+0�6(&7,21��
This usually consists of drums, and other forms of percussion instruments, plus bass 
instrument. The skill and maturity of the rhythm musicians is extremely important. 
They frequently dictate the tempo of the worship. Drums are a particularly powerful 
music medium with a very strong influence and should be carefully utilised. They can 
almost “make or break” the quality of worship. �
$1�,'($/�60$//�086,&�*5283�
In a relatively small situation a piano, or electronic keyboard, guitar, bass and drums 
will constitute a very adequate music group. Modern electric key boards, particularly 
a MIDI board may be ideal because they can simulate a whole orchestra if necessary. 
 

$8*0(17$7,21��
In a larger setting it is often desirable to augment the basic instruments with other 
suitable ones. Violins, flutes, or other single note instruments can add great to the 
effectiveness and beauty of worship, setting very powerful moods. Almost any 
instruments, properly and appropriately used, can enhance a worship service. 
 

68,7$%/(�086,&�7($0�0(0%(56��
A worship team must be prayerfully and carefully put together. Adding the wrong 
persons can spell disaster. Each member should be carefully examined using the 
following criteria. 
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��� 6SLULWXDO�PDWXULW\��
7KLV�TXDOLILFDWLRQ�FRYHUV�D�ZLGH�VSHFWUXP�DQG�LV�E\�IDU�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�IDFWRU��6SLULWXDO� VHQVLWLYLW\� DQG� GLVFHUQPHQW�� ZLWK� DQ� HDJHUQHVV� WR� IORZ�ZLWK�*RG·V� 6SLULW�� LV�HYHQ�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�WHFKQLFDO�VNLOOV��

 ��� 0XVLFDO�DELOLW\�DQG�VNLOO��
2EYLRXVO\�WKLV�LV�DOVR�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW��<HW�WKLV�LV�DQ�DUHD�LQ�ZKLFK�SHRSOH�FDQ�IUHTXHQWO\�DFKLHYH� D� JUHDWHU� GHJUHH� RI� FRPSHWHQFH�� ,Q� RWKHU� ZRUGV�� LI� \RX� KDYH� VRPHRQH�ZKR�PHHWV�DOO�WKH�RWKHU�FULWHULD��WKH\�FDQ�XVXDOO\�LPSURYH�DQG�HQKDQFH�WKHLU�PXVLFDO�VNLOOV��

 ��� &RPPLWPHQW��
(YHU\�WHDP�PHPEHU�PXVW�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�FRPPLW�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�HYHU\�UHTXLUHPHQW�WKDW�ZLOO� HQVXUH� WKH� HIIHFWLYHQHVV� RI� WKH� WHDP�� 7KLV� REYLRXVO\� LQFOXGHV� DWWHQGLQJ� DOO�UHKHDUVDOV��NHHSLQJ�LQ�SUDFWLFH��DQG�EHLQJ�SUHVHQW�IRU�HYHU\�HYHQW�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�WHDP�LV�FRPPLWWHG��

 ��� /R\DOW\��
7KH� KDUPRQ\� DQG� XQLW\� RI� WKH� ZRUVKLS� WHDP�PXVW� KDYH� WKH� KLJKHVW� SULRULW\� DQG� WR�DFKLHYH�WKLV�HYHU\�PHPEHU�PXVW�H[HUFLVH�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�OR\DOW\�WR�WKH�SDVWRU��OHDGHU��DQG�HYHU\�IHOORZ�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�WHDP��

 ��� &RPSDWLELOLW\��
0XVLFLDQV� DUH� RIWHQ� XQLTXHO\� LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF�� DUWLVWLF�� FUHDWLYH� DQG� VRPHWLPHV�WHPSHUDPHQWDO��,W�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�DOVR�FRPSDWLEOH��ZLOOLQJ�DQG�DEOH�WR�ILW�LQWR�DQG� IORZ� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� WKH� WHDP�� 7KHUH� PXVW� EH� QR� SHWW\� MHDORXV\� RU� FRPSHWLWLRQ�DPRQJ�WKHP��(YHU\� LQGLYLGXDO� WDOHQW�PXVW�EH�EURXJKW� LQWR�VXEMHFWLRQ� WR�*RG�DQG�WR�WKH�VSLULW�RI�WKH�WHDP��7HDP�VSLULW�LV�HVVHQWLDO��

 ��� 8QLW\�RI�WKH�6SLULW��
(SK�������´%H�FRPSOHWHO\�KXPEOH�DQG�JHQWOH��EH�SDWLHQW��EHDULQJ�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU�LQ�ORYH��
0DNH�HYHU\�HIIRUW�WR�NHHS�WKH�XQLW\�RI�WKH�6SLULW�WKURXJK�WKH�ERQG�RI�SHDFH�µ��1,9��
7KH�PXVLFLDQV�DQG�VLQJHUV�PXVW�EH�LQ�VSLULWXDO�XQLW\��ZLWK�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�DQG�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU��,W� WDNHV�UHJXODU�SUD\HU��VSLULWXDO�DGMXVWPHQWV��DQG�FRUSRUDWH�ZRUVKLS�WRJHWKHU�WR�DFKLHYH�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�WKLV��

 ��� &RUSRUDWH�DQRLQWLQJ�DQG�IORZ��
7KH�PXVLF�WHDP�PXVW�HQMR\�DQG�PRYH�LQ�D�PXWXDO�DQRLQWLQJ��7KH\�PXVW�OHDUQ�WR�OLVWHQ�WR� WKH� JHQWOH� YRLFH�RI� WKH�6SLULW� DQG�EH� DZDUH�RI�KRZ� WKH�6SLULW� LV�PRYLQJ�RQ�RWKHU�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�WHDP��7KH\�PXVW�OHDUQ�WR�IORZ�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�DQRLQWLQJ�RI�WKH�6SLULW��

 7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�FDQ�DOVR�XVH�PXVLF�IRU�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG�DQG�HGLILFDWLRQ�RI�SHRSOH��1RWLFH�WKH�SRZHUIXO�WKHUDSHXWLF�HIIHFW�WKDW�DQRLQWHG�PXVLF�KDG�RQ�6DXO�����6DP���������'DYLG�KDG�EHHQ�DQRLQWHG�E\�*RG��9������+H�ZDV�D�VNLOIXO�PXVLFLDQ��D�JLIWHG�FRPSRVHU�DQG�D�VZHHW�VLQJHU��:KHQ�KH�SOD\HG�DQG�VDQJ�XQGHU�WKH�DQRLQWLQJ�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��WKH�HYLO�VSLULW�GHSDUWHG�IURP�6DXO��+H�ZDV�UHIUHVKHG��+H�ZDV�ZHOO��
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086,&�(;35(66(6�7+(�-2<�2)�/,%(57<�
It was only when Israel was in captivity in Babylon that they ceased to sing and play. 
Their anointed music ceased and they hung their harps on the willow trees (Psalm 
137). 
When their Babylon captors goaded them to sing, they replied, "How can we sing the 
Lord’s song in a strange land?" 
 
When their captivity ceased, after 70 years, they returned home with joyful singing 
and laughter. There was praise on their lips (Psa 126:1,2). It is only when the Church 
is in spiritual captivity that her anointed music ceases. When that captivity is broken 
and the people come into liberty once more, music, singing, praise, dancing and 
laughter are all restored unto her. 
 086,&�$1'�621*�,1�7+(�1(:�7(67$0(17�
Many critics of lively worship maintain that a scriptural foundation for it is purely Old 
Testament. They infer that the New Testament church has no such mandate, yet the 
New Testament also contains numerous references to music and singing in worship. 
 ��� 7KH�GLVFLSOHV�VDQJ�K\PQV�WRJHWKHU���0DWW��������0DUN���������

��� 3DXO�DQG�6LODV�VDQJ�SUDLVHV�WR�*RG�LQ�SULVRQ���$FWV���������
���� 7KH�$SRVWOH�3DXO�LQVWUXFWV�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�DQRLQWHG�VLQJLQJ���(SK��������
�� 7KH� ERRN� RI� 5HYHODWLRQ� LV� LQWHUVSHUVHG� ZLWK� PDVV� FKRLUV� VLQJLQJ� PLJKW\�DQWKHPV�RI�SUDLVH���

�
&+5,67,$16�$5(�(;+257('��(3+(6,$16�������&2/�������72�6,1*���
� D�� 36$/06� 7KH�ELEOLFDO�SVDOPV�VHW�WR�PXVLF�

E�� +<016��$QWKHPV�RI�SUDLVH�WR�*RG��
F�� 63,5,78$/�621*6���

6SRQWDQHRXV�VRQJV�JLYHQ�E\�WKH�6SLULW��7KH�VRQJV�RI�WKH�SULPLWLYH�FKXUFK�ZHUH�SUDLVHV�WR�WKH�/RUG��7KHLU�SULPDU\�REMHFWLYH� LQ�VLQJLQJ�ZDV�WR�SUDLVH�DQG�PDJQLI\�*RG��7KH\�GLG� QRW� VLQJ� IRU� HIIHFW�� RU� WR� HQWHUWDLQ�� 7KHLU� VLQJLQJ� ZDV� QRW� PDQ�FHQWUHG�� ,W� ZDV�GLUHFWHG�WR�*RG�IRU�+LV�SOHDVXUH�DORQH���
086,&�&$1�%(�86('�72�7($&+�*2'·6�:25'�
Col 3:16-17 ´/HW�WKH�ZRUG�RI�&KULVW�GZHOO�LQ�\RX�ULFKO\�DV�\RX�WHDFK�DQG�DGPRQLVK�RQH�DQRWKHU�ZLWK�DOO�ZLVGRP��DQG�DV�\RX�VLQJ�SVDOPV��K\PQV�DQG�VSLULWXDO�VRQJV�ZLWK�JUDWLWXGH�LQ�\RXU�KHDUWV�WR�*RG��$QG�ZKDWHYHU�\RX�GR��ZKHWKHU�LQ�ZRUG�RU�GHHG��GR�LW�DOO�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV��JLYLQJ�WKDQNV�WR�*RG�WKH�)DWKHU�WKURXJK�KLP�µ��1,9���:256+,3�352027(6�81,7<�,1�$�&21*5(*$7,21�
Worshipping together in music and song encourages and promotes a certain measure 
of spiritual unity. This is especially true when a congregation is truly worshipping in 
the Spirit. Unity with God (perpendicular) and with each other, (horizontal) is greatly 
strengthened by playing and singing in harmony together. The Holy Spirit is able to 
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tune our hearts as one when we recognise Him as our heavenly choir director and 
follow His leading. Congregational “singing in the Spirit” can be particularly 
effective, when the Holy Spirit wants to tune the hearts of the people. 
 

%21'$*(�$1'�'(35(66,21�&$1�%(�%$1,6+('�%<�086,&�
1 Sam 16:23 ´:KHQHYHU�WKH�HYLO�VSLULW�FDPH�XSRQ�6DXO��'DYLG�ZRXOG�WDNH�KLV�KDUS�DQG�SOD\��7KHQ�UHOLHI�ZRXOG�FRPH�WR�6DXO��KH�ZRXOG�IHHO�EHWWHU��DQG�WKH�HYLO�VSLULW�ZRXOG�OHDYH�KLP��´�
 
This type of anointed singing and music, directed to God in praise and worship, is 
very rare in the church today. But God is restoring this ministry to His people. Here 
are some suggestions to help you bring your community into a ministry of anointed 
music in praise to God. 
 


