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7+(�&+5,67,$1�/($'(5��$6�$�6+(3+(5'�
 ´*RG�ZLOO�RQH�GD\�MXGJH�HYHU\�&KULVWLDQ�OHDGHU�E\�WKH�%LEOLFDO�FULWHULD�RI�D�VKHSKHUG�µ�
 
The word pastor in the Bible indicates a shepherd, from the Hebrew Rohi; = shepherd, 
or “one who tends.” The Greek word “poimen,” has the same meaning. This simile is 
the finest picture of what a true Christian leader ought to be. It is the preferred 
Biblical analogy of a leader of God’s people. 

All Christian leaders are, to some degree “pastors” in the sense that they have a clear 
responsibility to value and care for God’s people who are said to be “The sheep of 
God’s pasture.” (Psa 79:13) True and faithful Christian leaders must have a 
“shepherds heart.” A disposition of loving concern for God’s flock. 
 
The Greek word translated pastors in Ephesians 4:11, is used elsewhere in the New 
Testament.  
of sheepherders, literally or symbolically Matt. 25:32;  
of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, John 10;  
and of "shepherds," or leaders, of the church Eph. 4:11.  
Also compare Jeremiah 23:1-2 (KJV). �
*2'�,6�32575$<('�$6�7+(�6+(3+(5'�2)�,65$(/��
In the Old Testament God is often likened to a shepherd. David used this beautiful 
metaphor for God in Psalm 23. The prophet Isaiah used the same image, probably 
with Psalm 23 in mind, comparing God with a faithful shepherd leading and feeding 
his flock.   
 
Isa 40:10-11 ´%HKROG��WKH�/RUG�*2'�VKDOO�FRPH�ZLWK�D�VWURQJ�KDQG��DQG�+LV�DUP�VKDOO�UXOH�IRU�+LP��EHKROG��+LV�UHZDUG�LV�ZLWK�+LP��DQG�+LV�ZRUN�EHIRUH�+LP��+H�ZLOO�IHHG�+LV�IORFN�OLNH�D�VKHSKHUG��KH�ZLOO�JDWKHU�WKH�ODPEV�ZLWK�+LV�DUP��DQG�FDUU\�WKHP�LQ�+LV�ERVRP��DQG�JHQWO\�OHDG�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�ZLWK�\RXQJ�µ��1.-��
),*85$7,9(/<�� 7+(� 2/'� 7(67$0(17� 3,&785(6� *2'� $6� ,65$(/
6�6+(3+(5'�/($'(5��
Ps 80:1-2 ´+HDU�XV��2�6KHSKHUG�RI�,VUDHO��\RX�ZKR�OHDG�-RVHSK�OLNH�D�IORFN��\RX�ZKR�VLW�HQWKURQHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FKHUXELP��VKLQH�IRUWK�EHIRUH�(SKUDLP��%HQMDPLQ�DQG�0DQDVVHK��$ZDNHQ�\RXU�PLJKW��FRPH�DQG�VDYH�XV�µ�
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�
Ezek 34:14-16 ´,�ZLOO�WHQG�WKHP�LQ�D�JRRG�SDVWXUH��DQG�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�KHLJKWV�RI�,VUDHO�ZLOO�EH�WKHLU�JUD]LQJ�ODQG��7KHUH�WKH\�ZLOO�OLH�GRZQ�LQ�JRRG�JUD]LQJ�ODQG��DQG�WKHUH�WKH\�ZLOO�IHHG�LQ�D�ULFK�SDVWXUH�RQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�RI�,VUDHO��, P\VHOI�ZLOO�WHQG�P\�VKHHS�DQG�KDYH�WKHP�OLH�GRZQ��GHFODUHV�WKH�6RYHUHLJQ�/25'��, ZLOO�VHDUFK�IRU�WKH� ORVW�DQG�EULQJ�EDFN�WKH�VWUD\V��,�ZLOO�ELQG�XS�WKH�LQMXUHG�DQG�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�ZHDN��EXW�WKH�VOHHN�DQG�WKH�VWURQJ�,�ZLOO�GHVWUR\��,�ZLOO�VKHSKHUG�WKH�IORFN�ZLWK�MXVWLFH�µ��1,9���
$&&25',1*�72�-(5(0,$+��*2'�7+(�6+(3+(5'�3527(&7('�+,6�)/2&.��
Jer 31:10 �+HDU�WKH�ZRUG�RI�WKH�/25'��2�QDWLRQV��SURFODLP�LW�LQ�GLVWDQW�FRDVWODQGV��
+H�ZKR�VFDWWHUHG�,VUDHO�ZLOO�JDWKHU�WKHP�DQG�ZLOO�ZDWFK�RYHU�KLV�IORFN�OLNH�D�VKHSKHUG�µ��1,9��
7+(� 3523+(7�(=(.,(/� 632.(�2)� 7+(�',9,1(� 6+(3+(5'�:+2� 6((.6�287�+,6�)/2&.��
Ezek 34:12-15 ´$V�D�VKHSKHUG�ORRNV�DIWHU�KLV�VFDWWHUHG�IORFN�ZKHQ�KH�LV�ZLWK�WKHP��VR�ZLOO�,� ORRN�DIWHU�P\�VKHHS��,�ZLOO�UHVFXH�WKHP�IURP�DOO�WKH�SODFHV�ZKHUH�WKH\�ZHUH�VFDWWHUHG�RQ�D�GD\�RI�FORXGV�DQG�GDUNQHVV��, ZLOO�EULQJ�WKHP�RXW�IURP�WKH�QDWLRQV�DQG�JDWKHU�WKHP�IURP�WKH�FRXQWULHV��DQG�,�ZLOO�EULQJ�WKHP�LQWR�WKHLU�RZQ�ODQG��,�ZLOO�SDVWXUH�WKHP�RQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�RI�,VUDHO��LQ�WKH�UDYLQHV�DQG�LQ�DOO�WKH�VHWWOHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�ODQG��, ZLOO�WHQG�WKHP�LQ�D�JRRG�SDVWXUH��DQG�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�KHLJKWV�RI�,VUDHO�ZLOO�EH�WKHLU�JUD]LQJ�ODQG��7KHUH�WKH\�ZLOO�OLH�GRZQ�LQ�JRRG�JUD]LQJ�ODQG��DQG�WKHUH�WKH\�ZLOO�IHHG�LQ�D�ULFK�SDVWXUH�RQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�RI�,VUDHO��, P\VHOI�ZLOO�WHQG�P\�VKHHS�DQG�KDYH�WKHP�OLH�GRZQ��GHFODUHV�WKH�6RYHUHLJQ�/25'�µ��1,9�
-(686�,6�7+(�*22'�6+(3+(5'�
Matt 2:6 �
%XW�\RX��%HWKOHKHP��LQ�WKH�ODQG�RI�-XGDK��DUH�E\�QR�PHDQV�OHDVW�DPRQJ�WKH�UXOHUV�RI�-XGDK��IRU�RXW�RI�\RX�ZLOO�FRPH�D UXOHU�ZKR�ZLOO�EH�WKH�VKHSKHUG�RI�P\�SHRSOH�,VUDHO�
���1,9���� 3HW�������´)RU�\RX�ZHUH� OLNH�VKHHS�JRLQJ�DVWUD\��EXW�QRZ�\RX�KDYH�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�6KHSKHUG�DQG�2YHUVHHU�RI�\RXU�VRXOV�µ��1,9�
The New Testament reveals Jesus as the Good Shepherd who gave His life for His 
sheep. When He said, "I am the good shepherd" John 10:11, Jesus linked His own 
divine nature with one of the most ordinary occupations in Israel. Jesus declared that 
He is the good shepherd who cares for, protects, and redeems His flock-- the people 
of God John 10:2-16.  
He is the good shepherd who suffers for the sheep, (Matt. 26:31) and divides His own 
from the goats at the day of judgment Matt. 25:32.  
He is the "great Shepherd of the sheep" Heb. 13:20. �
,65$(/·6�/($'(56�$5(�)5(48(17/<�'(3,&7('�$6�6+(3+(5'6�
In the Old Testament, leaders of God’s people are often called shepherds Num. 27:17; 
1 Kings 22:17.Gen. 4:2.  
Kings who led Israel Jer. 6:3; 49:19 and certain ministers Jer. 23:4 are also called 
shepherds.  
The sons of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob herded sheep Gen. 13:7; 26:20; 30:36.  
Rachel was a shepherdess Gen. 29:3.  
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Moses Ex. 3:1,  
David (2 Sam. 5:2; Psa 78:70-72,)  
and Amos (Amos 1:1) found herding to be excellent preparation for future leadership 
roles.  
 
A good pastor, in New Testament times, is the feeder, protector, guide, or shepherd, 
of a flock of God’s people. In speaking of spiritual gifts, the apostle Paul wrote that 
Christ "gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers" Eph. 4:11. The term pastor by this time in church history had not yet 
become an official title, it implied the nourishing of and caring for God’s people. 
 
Every servant of God, whatever their ministry role, should have a shepherd heart that 
manifests itself in genuine concern for God’s people. No true shepherd will abuse or 
misuse the sheep, for they are God’s sheep. Sheep are very trusting animals and their 
trust can be easily abused. Shepherds who do so will one day have to answer to the 
Chief Shepherd for the abuse of their authority. 
 
The manner in which some preachers subtly extort money from God’s people is like a 
hireling, fleecing the flock for his own advantage. 
 -(686�,6�285�),1(67�(;$03/(�2)�$�6+(3+(5'�
Jesus' life exemplifies these leadership traits. Jesus knows each of His sheep 
intimately. (John 10:3-5)    Sometimes several shepherds will pen their sheep together 
in a cave or a sheepfold at night. The next morning each shepherd calls to his own 
sheep with his own unique guttural cry. Each sheep knows his shepherd's voice and 
responds immediately. Even in a large flock, one individual sheep will run to his 
shepherd when his own pet name is called. ( John 10:27) 6+((3�1(('�$�)$,7+)8/�6+(3+(5'�$1'�$�*22'�6+((3)2/'�
Sheep are curious but naïve animals, often unable to find their way home even if the 
sheepfold is within sight. Knowing this fault, the shepherd never takes his eyes off his 
wandering sheep. (Psa. 32:8)  
 
Often a sheep will wander into a briar patch or fall over a cliff in the rugged 
Palestinian hills. The shepherd tenderly searches for his sheep and carries it to safety 
on his shoulder, wrapped in his own long cloak.          (Luke 15:6) �
($67(51�6+(3+(5'6�/($'�7+(,5�)/2&.6�
Ancient shepherds went before their flocks (John 10:4-5) and led them rather than 
driving them. A flock knew its shepherd's voice and would follow only him. Often for 
protection flocks were lodged together at night and separated in the morning when the 
shepherds called their flock by name.  
 
They provided their flocks with water and food (Psa. 23:2; Jer. 31:10) They knew 
each sheep and lamb. When one was lost, they went out to find it.  (Ezek. 34:12; Luke 
15:4-5) Small lambs, unable to keep up with the flock, were often carried next to a 
shepherd's breast inside the fold of his outer garment. (Is. 40:11) The shepherd also 
protected his flock, risking his life if necessary. (Amos 3:12; John 10:12) 
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In the arid climate of Syria and Palestine, shepherds have always had to search 
diligently for water, sometimes for hours every day. Sheep must be watered daily. The 
shepherd might find a bubbling stream for the sheep that are always on the move and 
needing fresh pastures every day. (Psa. 23:2) An old well with a quiet pool or trough 
close by might provide the water. (Gen. 29:7; 30:38; Ex. 2:16) Often the shepherd 
carries a small pail with him, patiently filling it many times for the thirsty sheep who 
cannot reach the available water. �
758(�6+(3+(5'6�3527(&7�7+(,5�)/2&.�
A trusted shepherd also provides loving protection for his flock. Shepherds on the 
Bethlehem hillsides still use a sling, made of goat’s hair or leather and immortalized 
by David against Goliath: 1 Sam.17:49. At times the shepherd will throw his rod at a 
stubborn, straying sheep that refuses to hear his voice. At other times he gently 
nudges the stray with the end of his six-foot staff, crooked at one end to fit his strong 
hand. Both the rod and the staff work together to protect the sheep. Psa 23:4. 
 
When Jacob kept sheep for his father in law Laban, he assumed responsibility to pay 
for animals that were stolen or killed whilst in his care. 
 
Gen 31:38-39 �,�KDYH�EHHQ�ZLWK�\RX�IRU�WZHQW\�\HDUV�QRZ��<RXU�VKHHS�DQG�JRDWV�KDYH�QRW�PLVFDUULHG��QRU�KDYH�,�HDWHQ�UDPV�IURP�\RXU�IORFNV��, GLG�QRW�EULQJ�\RX�DQLPDOV�WRUQ�E\�ZLOG�EHDVWV��,�ERUH�WKH�ORVV�P\VHOI��$QG�\RX�GHPDQGHG�SD\PHQW�IURP�PH�IRU�ZKDWHYHU�ZDV�VWROHQ�E\�GD\�RU�QLJKW�µ��1,9��
 
This procedure was modified somewhat under the Mosaic law, which declared that if 
an animal were stolen, the shepherd must make restitution, but if it were killed by 
wild animals, the remains of the animal must be produced but no restitution was 
required. 
 
Exod 22:12-13 ´%XW�LI�WKH�DQLPDO�ZDV�VWROHQ�IURP�WKH�QHLJKERXU��KH�PXVW�PDNH�UHVWLWXWLRQ�WR�WKH�RZQHU��,I�LW�ZDV�WRUQ�WR�SLHFHV�E\�D�ZLOG�DQLPDO��KH�VKDOO�EULQJ�LQ�WKH�UHPDLQV�DV�HYLGHQFH�DQG�KH�ZLOO�QRW�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�SD\�IRU�WKH�WRUQ�DQLPDO�µ��1,9���
6+(3+(5'6�$1'�81'(5�6+(3+(5'6�
Not all shepherds were of equal status. There were often senior and under-shepherds. 
For example, it is a mistake to think of Moses as a simple shepherd, caring for a few 
straggly sheep. He was a sheep master for his father in law Jethro. He probably had 
numbers of under-shepherds under his care. The management and supervision of 
those shepherds would be his major responsibility. 
 
It was ironic that later, when he became a shepherd of Israel, he resorted to doing 
everything himself until Jethro reminded him that the same principles he had used 
over his flocks should pertain in his care of God’s people. Exodus 18: 13-27. 
 
Many under-shepherds were serving an apprenticeship. In a family business, the 
father would rule as the chief shepherd and his sons would serve under him as under-
shepherds. They would thus learn the art of sheep herding and be able to take over 
from their father in due course. 
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This system and style of leadership is still appropriate today. Every pastor should 
have under-shepherds, serving the flock under his supervision. In a large church, the 
senior shepherd should shepherd the under-shepherds and delegate them to shepherd 
the flock. �
'$9,'·6�$335(17,&(6+,3�
2 Sam 7:8 �1RZ�WKHUHIRUH��WKXV�VKDOO�\RX�VD\�WR�0\�VHUYDQW�'DYLG��
7KXV�VD\V�WKH�/25'�RI�KRVWV���,�WRRN�\RX�IURP�WKH�VKHHSIROG��IURP�IROORZLQJ�WKH�VKHHS��WR�EH�UXOHU�RYHU�0\�SHRSOH��RYHU�,VUDHO���1.-�
It may have seemed fate that David, being the youngest son, had to care for the family 
flocks. But actually it was all part of God’s plan. Working amongst the sheep and in 
the sheep fold, as a young man, helped to prepare him for the work of shepherding 
Israel later in his life. Lessons learned in the sheepcote, proved advantageous later as 
King David ruled over the nation of Israel. 
 &+$5$&7(5,67,&6�2)�$�*22'�6+(3+(5'�
There are certain characteristics that are essential in a good shepherd. 
 ��� &RPSDVVLRQDWH�KHDUW��

7KH�KHDUW� RI� D� WUXH� VKHSKHUG� LV� D� KHDUW� RI� FRPSDVVLRQ�� WHQGHUQHVV� DQG� HPSDWK\��ZLWKRXW�ZKLFK�QR�SHUVRQ�FDQ�HYHU�WUXO\�EH�D�VKHSKHUG�WR�*RG·V�SHRSOH��&RPSDVVLRQ�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�D�GHHS�FRQFHUQ�IRU�RWKHUV��6RPHRQH��KDV�GHVFULEHG�FRPSDVVLRQ�DV�´\RXU�SDLQ�LQ�P\�KHDUW�µ�$�VKHSKHUG� FDQQRW� EH� D� VHOILVK�� VHOI� FHQWUHG� SHUVRQ��+LV� LQLWLDO� FRQFHUQ� LV� IRU� RWKHUV� DERYH�KLPVHOI��$�JRRG�VKHSKHUG�ZLOO�DOZD\V�SODFH�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�KLV�VKHHS�DERYH�KLV�RZQ�LQWHUHVWV������ &RQFHUQ�IRU�WKH�VKHHS��
&RQFHUQ�JRHV�IDU�EH\RQG�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�EHFRPHV�SRVLWLYHO\�DFWLYH�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�WKH� RQH� IRU� ZKRP� KH� KDV� FRPSDVVLRQ�� 6KHSKHUGLQJ� FDQQRW� EH� DFFRPSOLVKHG� E\� ZRUGV�DORQH��:RUGV�PXVW�EH�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�DFWV�RI�FRQFHUQ���$ FODVVLF�ELEOLFDO�LPDJH�RI�WKH�JRRG�VKHSKHUG�LV�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�/XNH�����1LQHW\�QLQH�VKHHS�DUH�VDIH�LQ�WKH�IROG��EXW�WKH�VKHSKHUG�JRHV�RXW�LQWR�WKH�GDUN�DQG�GDQJHURXV�QLJKW�WR�VHDUFK�IRU�WKH� RQH� WKDW� LV�PLVVLQJ��+DYLQJ� ILQDOO\� IRXQG� LW�� KH� FDUULHV� LW� KRPH� RQ� KLV� VKRXOGHU�� 7KH�FRQFHUQ�IRU�RQH�VKHHS�WKDW�LV�LQ�WURXEOH�H[FHHGV�KLV�LQWHUHVW�LQ�QLQHW\�QLQH�WKDW�DUH�VDIH�DQG�VHFXUH�LQ�WKH�IROG������ &RPPLWPHQW�LQ�KDUG�WLPHV��
$ VKHSKHUG·V�OLIH�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�DQ�HDV\�RQH��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�VDFULILFHV�WR�EH�PDGH��7KHUH�DUH�KDUGVKLSV� DQG� UHYHUVDOV� WR� EH� HQGXUHG�� 7KHUH� DUH� RIWHQ� GLVDSSRLQWPHQWV� DQG�GLVFRXUDJHPHQW�� EXW�� ´ZKHQ� WKH� JRLQJ� JHWV� WRXJK�� WKH� WRXJK� JHW� JRLQJ�µ� 7KH�PLQLVWU\� LV�RIWHQ�OLNH�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�PDUULDJH��LW�LV�HQWHUHG�LQWR�´IRU�EHWWHU�RU�IRU�ZRUVH�µ�+DUG�WLPHV�DQG�GLIILFXOW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RIWHQ�EULQJ�RXW�WKH�EHVW�DQG�ILQHVW�DWWULEXWHV�LQ�D�WUXH�VKHSKHUG������ (VVHQWLDO�JRRGQHVV��
, KDYH�RIWHQ�REVHUYHG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�HVVHQWLDOO\�JRRG�LQ�D�VKHSKHUG��7KH\�DUH�QRW�SHUIHFW�� EXW� WKHUH� DUH� XQGHUO\LQJ� DWWULEXWHV� WKDW� DUH� JRRG�� ZHOO� PHDQLQJ� DQG� DGPLUDEOH��3HUVRQV�ZKR�DUH�GUDZQ�WR�WKH�OLIH�RI�D�VKHSKHUG�XVXDOO\�HYLGHQFH�WKRVH�GHVLUDEOH�DWWLWXGHV�RI�JHQXLQH�FRQFHUQ�IRU�RWKHUV���
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��� 8QVHOILVK�GHGLFDWLRQ��*LYHV�KLV�OLIH�IRU�WKH�VKHHS��
-RKQ��������,�DP�WKH�JRRG�VKHSKHUG��7KH�JRRG�VKHSKHUG�OD\V�GRZQ�KLV�OLIH�IRU�WKH�VKHHS���1,9��� 7KH�VKHSKHUG�KDV�D� WUXH�VHUYDQW�KHDUW��/LNH�-HVXV��KH�GRHV�QRW�FRPH�WR�EH�VHUYHG��EXW� WR�VHUYH�RWKHUV���0DWW��������0DUN������������ +XPLOLW\�
3KLO�������´:KR�� EHLQJ� LQ� YHU\� QDWXUH�*RG�� GLG� QRW� FRQVLGHU� HTXDOLW\�ZLWK�*RG� VRPHWKLQJ� WR� EH� JUDVSHG�� EXW�PDGH�KLPVHOI�QRWKLQJ�� WDNLQJ� WKH�YHU\�QDWXUH� RI�D� VHUYDQW��EHLQJ�PDGH� LQ�KXPDQ� OLNHQHVV��$QG�EHLQJ� IRXQG� LQ�DSSHDUDQFH�DV�D�PDQ��KH�KXPEOHG�KLPVHOI�DQG�EHFDPH�REHGLHQW�WR�GHDWK���HYHQ�GHDWK�RQ�D�FURVV�µ��1,9��

��� 0HHNQHVV�
,W� LV� VXUHO\�PRUH� WKDQ� FRLQFLGHQFH� WKDW� WKH� WZR� JUHDWHVW� VKHSKHUGV�RI�*RG·V� SHRSOH�ZHUH�UHQRZQHG� IRU� WKHLU� PHHNQHVV�� �+XPLOLW\�� VXEPLVVLRQ� DQG� PLOGQHVV�� 6RPH� GLFWLRQDULHV�VXJJHVW�WKDW�PHHNQHVV�LV�ZHDNQHVV�DQG�VSLQHOHVVQHVV��EXW�QRWKLQJ�FRXOG�EH�IXUWKHU�IURP�WKH�WUXWK��0HHNQHVV�LV�VWUHQJWK�XQGHU�FRQWURO��

 -HVXV�LV�WKH�ILUVW�DQG�ILQHVW�H[DPSOH���0DWW����������´7DNH�P\�\RNH�XSRQ�\RX��DQG�OHDUQ�RI�PH��IRU�,�DP�PHHN�DQG�ORZO\�LQ�KHDUW��DQG�\H�VKDOO�ILQG�UHVW�XQWR�\RXU�VRXOV��)RU�P\�\RNH�LV�HDV\��DQG�P\�EXUGHQ�LV�OLJKW�µ��.-9�
0RVHV�LV�WKH�RWKHU���1XP������´1RZ�WKH�PDQ�0RVHV�ZDV�YHU\�PHHN��DERYH�DOO�WKH�PHQ�ZKLFK�ZHUH�XSRQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�HDUWK�µ��.-9��

7+(�6+(3+(5'·6�'87,(6�
A shepherd’s duties in Bible are fairly clearly defined. 
 
Each morning he would lead his flock out from their fold. (John 10:4) 
He did this by going out before them and calling them to follow him. 
Arriving at the pastures he would carefully watch over the flock.  
If any sheep strayed from the fold, the shepherd would immediately begin to search 
for them until he found them. Ezek 34:12; Luke 15:4. 
 
He sought for and supplied them with water, either from a quietly running stream or 
from troughs that were attached to the wells. Gen 29:7; 30:38; Ex 2:16; Psa 23:2. 
 
In the evening he brought them back to the fold, carefully counting them to ensure 
that none were missing, by passing them “under his rod” as they entered the 
sheepfold. Lev 27:32; Ezek 20:37. He would then guard the entrance to the fold all 
night, usually placing his body across the gateway whilst he slept. 
 
The shepherd’s duties required him to be actively watchful over his sheep, 
particularly by night when wolves and other wild animals would try to attack the 
sheep under cover of darkness. 
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A good shepherd was always particularly concerned for those ewes that were pregnant 
and also towards the young or feeble. Isa 40:11. 
 
This was especially true when he was leading them to and from the pastures. Gen 
33:13. 
 
The life and role of a shepherd in Bible times usually involved considerable hardship 
and frequent danger. Living outdoors much of the time he was exposed to extremes of 
blazing heat during the day and intense cold at night. His food supplies were often 
limited and he often faced attacks from wild animals, such as lions, bears and wolves. 
1 Sam 17:34; Isa 31:4; Jer 5:6. He was also exposed to attacks from marauding 
robbers and thieves. Gen 31:39. 
To help him combat these hardships and dangers, he had numerous items of 
equipment. 
 

• $ VKHHS�VNLQ�UREH�WR�FRPEDW�WKH�FROG�QLJKW�DLU��-HU��������
• A pouch containing a small supply of food. 1 Sam 17:40 

• A sling, with which to throw stones. 1 Sam 17:40. 

• A rod, Hebrew; shebet, or club, usually about three feet long with a large nob 
on the end. This was a weapon with which to defend himself and the sheep. 

• A staff, or crook, about six feet long to assist him when walking or climbing 
and for rescuing sheep. 

�
7+(�6+(3+(5'�&20)2576�$1'�3527(&76�+,6�6+((3��36$/0�����
The presence of the shepherd also offers comfort to the flock. David recognized this 
in Psalm 23. Sheep are content merely to be in the same field with their shepherd.  
 
Jewish tradition suggest that Psalm 23, represents a day and a night in the life of a 
sheep, which is quietly reflecting on the goodness of its shepherd. Notice some of the 
benefits it appreciates. 
 ��� $�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�LWV�VKHSKHUG��9����

´7KH�/RUG�LV�0<�VKHSKHUG�µ�0DQ\�IORFNV�LQ�%LEOH�GD\V�ZHUH�TXLWH�VPDOO�DQG�D�VKHSKHUG�XVXDOO\�NQHZ�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�VKHHS��+H�IUHTXHQWO\�JDYH�WKHP�QDPHV�E\�ZKLFK�KH�FDOOHG�WKHP��7KLV�NLQG�RI�ORYLQJ�FRQFHUQ�HQFRXUDJHG�HDFK�VKHHS�WR�SHUVRQDOO\�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK�WKH�VKHSKHUG�DQG�RIWHQ� D� ZDUP� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZDV� IRUPHG�� 7R� VRPH� VKHSKHUGV� WKHLU� VKHHS�ZHUH� DOPRVW� OLNH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��VR�ZDUP�DQG�ORYLQJ�ZDV�WKH�VKHSKHUG·V�FDUH��
 ��� 3OHQW\�RI�JRRG��QRXULVKLQJ�IRRG��9����

´+H�PDNHV�PH� OLH�GRZQ� LQ�JUHHQ�SDVWXUHV�µ�7HQGHU��JUHHQ�JUDVV�ZDV�QRW�HDV\�WR�ILQG� LQ�,VUDHO��ZKHUH� WKH� EOD]LQJ� VXQ� DQG� ODFN� RI� ZDWHU� PDGH� WKH� FRXQWU\VLGH� EDUUHQ� DQG� GU\�� $� JRRG��WKRXJKWIXO�DQG�FRQFHUQHG�VKHSKHUG��ZRXOG�GR�WR�JUHDW�OHQJWKV�WR�ILQG�VRPH�JUHHQ�SDVWXUH�IRU�KLV�VKHHS��$�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�VKHHS�JUHDWO\�DSSUHFLDWHG��
 ��� 4XLHW�ZDWHUV�WR�GULQN�IURP��9�E��

:DWHU�ZDV�LQ�H[WUHPHO\�VKRUW�VXSSO\�DQG�VRPHWLPHV�WKH�VKHHS�PLJKW�EHFRPH�GHVSHUDWH�ZLWK�WKLUVW�� ,Q� VXFK�FDVHV� WKH� VPHOO�RI�ZDWHU�ZRXOG�JUHDWO\� H[FLWH� D� VKHHS��6KRXOG� LW� ILQG�D� IDVW�IORZLQJ�ULYHU�DQG�WU\�WR�GULQN��LW�PLJKW�HDVLO\�EH�SXOOHG�LQWR�WKH�ZDWHU�E\�WKH�VWURQJ�FXUUHQW��
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,PPHGLDWHO\� LWV� KHDY\� ZRROOHQ� FRDW� ZRXOG� DEVRUE� WKH� ZDWHU� DQG� WKDW� VKHHS� FRXOG� HDVLO\�GURZQ��6R� WKH�VKHSKHUG�ZRXOG�FDUHIXOO\�VHDUFK� IRU�´VWLOO�ZDWHUV�µ� D�TXLHWO\� IORZLQJ�VWUHDP�IURP�ZKLFK�LW�ZDV�SHUIHFWO\�VDIH�WR�GULQN��
 ��� 6SLULWXDO�UHVWRUDWLRQ��9����

´+H�UHVWRUHV�P\�VRXO�µ :H�UDUHO\�FRQVLGHU�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�D�VKHHS�EHLQJ�VWUHVVHG�RXW��7KH\�VHHP�VR�TXLHW� DQG�GRFLOH�� VR� WUDQTXLO� DQG�XQGLVWXUEHG��%XW� VKHHS�DUH� DOVR�KLJKO\�VHQVLWLYH�DQG�YHU\�PXFK�DZDUH�RI�SRWHQWLDO�GDQJHUV�DQG�SUREOHPV��7KH\�FDQ�HDVLO\�EHFRPH�QHUYRXV�DQG� IULJKWHQHG�� D� IDFW� RI� ZKLFK� WKH� VKHSKHUG� ZDV� YHU\� PXFK� DZDUH�� 6R� KH� ZRXOG�SXUSRVHIXOO\�GHDO�DQG�VSHDN�JHQWO\�DQG�VRRWKLQJO\�WR�D�VKHHS�WKDW�ZDV�REYLRXVO\�GLVWUHVVHG��+H�ZRXOG�UHVWRUH�LWV�TXLHW�FRQILGHQFH�WKURXJK�ORYLQJ�FRQFHUQ������ *HQWO\�OHG�LQ�SDWKV�RI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��9��E��
7KH�(DVWHUQ�VKHSKHUG�QHYHU�GULYHV�KLV�VKHHS��KH�DOZD\V�OHDGV�WKHP��+H�QHYHU�IRUFHV�WKHP��KH�DOZD\V�FRD[HV�WKHP��+LV�JHQWOH�DWWLWXGH�LV�OLNH�WKDW�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��+H�QHYHU�IRUFHV�XV�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�RU�JR�DQ\ZKHUH��+H�DOZD\V�OHDGV��DQG�HQWLFHV�XV�WR�JR�LQ�+LV�ZD\V��7KH�6SLULW�RI� *RG� LQ� WKH� OLIH� RI� D� EHOLHYHU� ZLOO� JHQWO\� EXW� ILUPO\� SURPSW� WKHP� WR� ZDON� LQ� SDWKV� RI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��+H�ZLOO�DOZD\V�VKRZ�XV�WKH�ULJKW�DQG�*RGO\�WKLQJ�WR�GR�DQG�JHQWO\�SHUVXDGH�XV�WR�GR�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ������ 1R�IHDU�RI�HYLO��9����
-HVXV��RXU�JRRG�VKHSKHUG��ZDQWV�WR�GHOLYHU�XV�IURP�DOO�IHDU��+H�GRHV�QRW�JXDUDQWHH�WR�GHOLYHU�XV� IURP�DOO� IHDUIXO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��QRU�SURPLVH� WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�QHYHU�H[SHULHQFH�HYHQWV� LQ� OLIH�WKDW�FRXOG�HDVLO\�FDXVH�XV�WR�IHDU��+H�GRHV�SURPLVH�WR�GHOLYHU�XV�IURP�WKH�IHDU�RI�VXFK�HYLOV��(YHQ�LQ�OLIH�WKUHDWHQLQJ�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��LI�ZH�WUXVW�RXU�VKHSKHUG�LPSOLFLWO\��+H�ZLOO�GHOLYHU�XV�IURP�IHDU��'HDWK�LV�DQ�HYHQW�WKDW�IULJKWHQV�PDQ\�SHRSOH�EXW�*RG�SURPLVHV�WKDW�HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�VKDGRZ�RI�WKDW�SURVSHFW�IDOOV�RQ�RXU�OLIH��*RG�ZLOO�SUHVHUYH�XV�IURP�IHDU�RI�LW������ 7KH�FRPIRUW�RI�+LV�URG�DQG�VWDII��9����
7KH�URG�ZDV�WR�GHIHQG�VKHHS��WKH�VWDII�WR�UHVFXH�WKHP��7KH�VKHSKHUG�XVXDOO\�FDUULHG�RQH�LQ�HDFK�KDQG��:KHQ�WUDYHOOLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�GDUN�QLJKWV��KH�ZRXOG�JR�EHIRUH�KLV�VKHHS��WDSSLQJ�WKH�JURXQG�DOWHUQDWHO\�ZLWK�KLV�URG�DQG�VWDII��$OWKRXJK�WKH�VKHHS�FRXOG�QRW�VHH�DQ\WKLQJ��LW�ZDV�FRQWLQXDOO\�DVVXUHG�RI�WKH�VKHSKHUG·V�SUR[LPLW\�E\�WKH�VRXQG�RI�KLV�URG�DQG�VWDII��$V�WKH� VKHHS� FDUHIXOO\� IROORZHG� WKH� GLUHFWLRQ� LQGLFDWHG� E\� WKH� URG� DQG� VWDII�� LW�ZRXOG� DOZD\V�WUDYHO�LQ�VDIHW\�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�DOO�ZDV�ZHOO�EHFDXVH�WKH�JRRG�VKHSKHUG�KDG�JRQH�DKHDG��7KH�VKHHS�ZRXOG�JODGO\�IROORZ�KLV�OHDGLQJ�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�LW�WRR�ZRXOG�EH�VDIH������ (QMR\LQJ�D�SUHSDUHG�WDEOH��9����
(YHU\�QLJKW��ZKHQ�WKH�VKHHS�ZHUH�VDIHO\� LQ�WKHLU�IROG�� WKH�VKHSKHUG�ZRXOG�SUHSDUH�IRGGHU�IRU� KLV� VKHHS�� $OO� DURXQG� WKHP�� LQ� KH� GDUNQHVV�� WKHUH� PD\� EH� ZLOG� DQLPDOV� DQG� RWKHU�HQHPLHV��EXW�LQ�WKH�VDIHW\�RI�WKH�IROG�WKH�VKHHS�FRXOG�HDW�ZLWKRXW�IHDU��7KLV�DQDORJ\�VSHDNV�RI� WKH� VHQVH� RI� VHFXULW\� DQG� VDIHW\� WKDW� VKHHS� IHHO� ZKHQ� SURSHUO\� IHG�ZLWK�ZHOO� SUHSDUHG�IRRG��(YHQ�WKRXJK�VXUURXQGHG�E\�SRWHQWLDO�HQHPLHV�WKH\�HQMR\�VDIHW\�DQG�VHFXULW\�ZLWKLQ�D�VDIH�VKHHSIROG������ (QMR\LQJ�WKH�DQRLQWLQJ��9����
$V�WKH�VKHHS�SDVVHG�XQGHU�WKH�VKHSKHUG·V�URG�HDFK�QLJKW�ZKHQ�HQWHULQJ�WKH�IROG��KH�ZRXOG�LQVSHFW�HYHU\�KHDG�IRU�LQGLFDWLRQV�RI�VXQ�EXUQ��7KH�ILHUFH�KHDW�ZRXOG�RIWHQ�EXUQ�WKH�ERQ\�KHDG�RI�D�VKHHS��)OLHV�PLJKW�WKHQ�LQIHFW�WKH�EXUQ��6R�WKH�VKHSKHUG�ZRXOG�FDUHIXOO\�ORRN�IRU�VXFK�ZRXQGV�DQG�ZKHQ�KH�IRXQG�WKHP�KH�ZRXOG�DQRLQW�WKDW�VKHHS·V�KHDG�ZLWK�SXUH�ROLYH�RLO�WR�VRRWKH�WKH�ZRXQG�DQG�SURWHFW�LW�IURP�IXUWKHU�LQIHFWLRQ���
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7KH�DQRLQWLQJ�RI�*RG·V�6SLULW�RQ�RXU� OLYHV�DFKLHYHV�D�VLPLODU�SXUSRVH��:H�PD\�VRPHWLPHV�JHW�EXUQHG�E\�OLIH·V�H[SHULHQFHV�EXW�WKH�DQRLQWLQJ�RI�*RG·V�6SLULW�ZLOO�VRRWKH�DQG�KHDO�WKRVH�VRUH�VSRWV��6R�WKH�VKHSKHUG�QHHGV�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�DQRLQWLQJ�RLO�LV�DOZD\V�IORZLQJ�DQG�WKH�VKHHS�KDYH�DEXQGDQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�UHFHLYH�D�IUHVK�DQRLQWLQJ������� $Q�RYHUIORZLQJ�FXS��9��F��
7KH�RYHUIORZLQJ�FXS�VLJQLILHV�WKH�DEXQGDQW�OLIH�WKDW�-HVXV�SURPLVHG��-RKQ��������*RG�GRHV�QRW� PHUHO\� ILOO� RXU� FXS� ZLWK� +LV� EOHVVLQJV� DQG� EHQHILWV�� +H� FDXVHV� LW� WR� RYHUIORZ�� 7KLV�RYHUIORZ�UHSUHVHQWV�RXU�PLQLVWU\�WR�RWKHUV��*RG�GRHV�QRW�EOHVV�XV�IRU�RXU�RZQ�JRRG�DORQH��+H�EOHVVHV�XV�WKDW�ZH�PLJKW�EOHVV�RWKHUV��:KLOH�HYHU�RXU�FXS�NHHSV�IORZLQJ�LQWR�WKH�OLYHV�RI�RWKHUV��*RG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�ILOO�LW������� $Q�HWHUQDO�VHQVH�RI�VHFXULW\��9����
´$QG�,�ZLOO�GZHOO�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI�WKH�/RUG�IRUHYHU�µ�7KH�VDIHW\�DQG�VHFXULW\�WKDW�*RG�JLYHV�LV�QRW�IRU�WKLV�OLIH�RQO\��LW�LV�IRU�HWHUQLW\��&KULVWLDQV�DUH�FRPIRUWHG�E\�WKH�YHU\�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�/RUG��7KLV�WKRXJKW�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�FRPIRUWLQJ�ZKHQ�GDUNQHVV�RYHUVKDGRZV�WKH�EHOLHYHU��-HVXV�LV�RXU�'RRU��QRWKLQJ�FDQ�WRXFK�RXU� OLYHV�ZLWKRXW�WRXFKLQJ�+LP�ILUVW��7KLV� LV�D�SHUIHFW�SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�VKHSKHUG��+H�OLWHUDOO\�EHFRPHV�WKH�OLYLQJ�GRRU�RI�WKH�VKHHSIROG��+H�FXUOV�XS�LQ�WKH�GRRU�RU� LQ� WKH� HQWUDQFH�RI� D� FDYH��+H�SXWV�KLV�ERG\�EHWZHHQ� WKH� VOHHSLQJ� VKHHS� DQG� UDYHQRXV�DQLPDOV�RU�WKLHYHV���

7+(�&+,()�6+(3+(5'�:,//�21(�'$<�5(7851�
1 Pet 5:2-4 ´6KHSKHUG� WKH� IORFN� RI�*RG�ZKLFK� LV� DPRQJ� \RX�� VHUYLQJ� DV� RYHUVHHUV�� QRW� E\� FRPSXOVLRQ� EXW�ZLOOLQJO\�� QRW� IRU�GLVKRQHVW�JDLQ�EXW�HDJHUO\��QRU� DV� EHLQJ� ORUGV� RYHU� WKRVH� HQWUXVWHG� WR� \RX�� EXW� EHLQJ� H[DPSOHV� WR� WKH� IORFN�� DQG�ZKHQ� WKH�&KLHI� 6KHSKHUG�DSSHDUV��\RX�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�WKH�FURZQ�RI�JORU\�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�IDGH�DZD\�µ��1.-��
 
He will come to judge His under-shepherds in respect of the discharge of their calling. 
 
The criteria of His judgment will be :- �

1) Did they faithfully shepherd the flock God placed in their care? 

2) Did they do this willingly and eagerly? 

3) Did they have to be compelled? 

4) Did they do it for dishonest gain? 

5) Were they Lords over God’s people? 

6) Did they present a good example to the flock? 

 
If so they will receive a “Crown of glory” reserved for faithful shepherds. 
 
Until that time, Jesus continues His search for every lost sheep. (Matt.18:12-14) His 
sheep are to yield themselves to Him for His useful service until, at last, they "will 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever." (Psa 23:6) �
,55(63216,%/(�/($'(56�$5(�+,5(/,1*6�5$7+(5�7+$1�6+(3+(5'6�
Job 7:1-2 �'RHV�QRW�PDQ�KDYH�KDUG�VHUYLFH�RQ�HDUWK"�$UH�QRW�KLV�GD\V�OLNH�WKRVH�RI�D�KLUHG�PDQ"�/LNH�D�VODYH�ORQJLQJ�IRU�WKH�HYHQLQJ�VKDGRZV��RU�D�KLUHG�PDQ�ZDLWLQJ�HDJHUO\�IRU�KLV�ZDJHV���1,9��
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�
Job suggests that a hireling, as distinct from a shepherd :- 
 

1) Always complains that he is having a hard time. V.1. 

2) Spends his days waiting for evening when he can finish work. V.2. 

3) Is more interested in his wage and rewards than in caring for the sheep. V.2b. 
�
-(686� ,'(17,),(6� 620(� ',))(5(1&(6� %(7:((1� +,5(/,1*6� $1'�6+(3+(5'6�
John 10:11-15 ´,�DP�WKH�JRRG�VKHSKHUG��WKH�JRRG�VKHSKHUG�JLYHWK�KLV�OLIH�IRU�WKH�VKHHS��%XW�KH�WKDW�LV�DQ�KLUHOLQJ��DQG�QRW�WKH�VKHSKHUG��ZKRVH�RZQ�WKH�VKHHS�DUH�QRW��VHHWK�WKH�ZROI�FRPLQJ��DQG�OHDYHWK�WKH�VKHHS��DQG�IOHHWK��DQG�WKH�ZROI�FDWFKHWK�WKHP��DQG�VFDWWHUHWK�WKH�VKHHS��7KH�KLUHOLQJ�IOHHWK��EHFDXVH�KH�LV�DQ�KLUHOLQJ��DQG�FDUHWK�QRW�IRU�WKH�VKHHS��, DP�WKH�JRRG�VKHSKHUG��DQG�NQRZ�P\�VKHHS��DQG�DP�NQRZQ�RI�PLQH��$V�WKH�)DWKHU�NQRZHWK�PH��HYHQ�VR�NQRZ�,�WKH�)DWKHU��DQG�,�OD\�GRZQ�P\�OLIH�IRU�WKH�VKHHS�µ��.-9�
Poor leaders, rebellious against God, are called irresponsible shepherds who desert, 
mislead, and misfeed God’s flock. Jer. 23:1-4. New Testament leaders are also called 
shepherds of God’s flock and are admonished to lead and protect His people. Acts 
20:28-30. 
Hirelings are more interested in their reward than in the well being of the sheep. 
 
Job 7:2 ´/LNH�D�VODYH�ORQJLQJ�IRU�WKH�HYHQLQJ�VKDGRZV��RU�D�KLUHG�PDQ�ZDLWLQJ�HDJHUO\�IRU�KLV�ZDJHV���1,9�

*2'�:,//�21(�'$<�-8'*(�81)$,7+)8/�6+(3+(5'6�
=HFK����������´$QG�WKH�/25'�VDLG�XQWR�PH��7DNH�XQWR�WKHH�\HW�WKH�LQVWUXPHQWV�RI�D�IRROLVK�VKHSKHUG��)RU�� OR��,�ZLOO�UDLVH�XS�D�VKHSKHUG�LQ�WKH� ODQG��ZKLFK�VKDOO�QRW�YLVLW� WKRVH�WKDW�EH�FXW�RII��QHLWKHU� VKDOO�VHHN�WKH�\RXQJ�RQH��QRU�KHDO�WKDW�WKDW�LV�EURNHQ��QRU�IHHG�WKDW�WKDW�VWDQGHWK�VWLOO��EXW�KH�VKDOO�HDW�WKH�IOHVK�RI�WKH�IDW��DQG�WHDU�WKHLU�FODZV�LQ�SLHFHV��:RH�WR�WKH�LGRO�VKHSKHUG�WKDW�OHDYHWK�WKH�IORFN��WKH�VZRUG�VKDOO�EH�XSRQ�KLV�DUP��DQG�XSRQ�KLV�ULJKW�H\H��KLV�DUP�VKDOO�EH�FOHDQ�GULHG�XS��DQG�KLV�ULJKW�H\H�VKDOO�EH�XWWHUO\�GDUNHQHG� �.-9�
Every servant of God is designated by God to be a shepherd. Shepherding describes 
the nature of his relationship and function in respect of God’s people, His sheep. It is 
in this regard that the leader will be judged. Not according to preaching skills, 
administrative abilities, numerical success in church growth etc, but how faithfully 
has he fulfiled his call and charge as a shepherd? *2'�:,//�63($.�$*$,167�7+(�)22/,6+�6+(3+(5'6��9����
7KH�PDUNV�RI�D�IRROLVK�VKHSKHUG����

1) Does not care for those that are cut off and perishing. 

2) Does not seek the young ones that are straying. 

3) Does not heal the broken or wounded. 

4) Does not feed the ones too weak to stray. 

5) Eats the flesh of the fat. (Is enriched through priestly offerings) 

6) He tears their claws to pieces. (Wounding the sheep) 
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7) He leaves and deserts the flock. (Unfaithfulness) 
�
*2'·6�-8'*0(17�8321�7+(0�9�����

1) God speaks woe (sorrow, anguish, distress, and grief) to them. 

2) He prophesies sword wounds on his arm and right eye. 
�� +LV�DUP�VKDOO�EH�ZLWKHUHG�XS��
4) His right eye will be utterly blinded.  

�
*2'�:,//�-8'*(�7+(�1$7,216�
One day Jesus the Chief Shepherd will return, gather His whole flock into one fold, 
and divide the sheep from the goats  �
Matt 25:31-34 �:KHQ�WKH�6RQ�RI�0DQ�FRPHV�LQ�KLV�JORU\��DQG�DOO�WKH�DQJHOV�ZLWK�KLP��KH�ZLOO�VLW�RQ�KLV�WKURQH�LQ�KHDYHQO\�JORU\��$OO� WKH� QDWLRQV� ZLOO� EH� JDWKHUHG� EHIRUH� KLP�� DQG� KH� ZLOO� VHSDUDWH� WKH� SHRSOH� RQH� IURP� DQRWKHU� DV� D� VKHSKHUG�VHSDUDWHV�WKH�VKHHS�IURP�WKH�JRDWV��+H�ZLOO�SXW�WKH�VKHHS�RQ�KLV�ULJKW�DQG�WKH�JRDWV�RQ�KLV�OHIW�µ��7KHQ�WKH�.LQJ�ZLOO�VD\�WR�WKRVH�RQ�KLV�ULJKW��
&RPH��\RX�ZKR�DUH�EOHVVHG�E\�P\�)DWKHU��WDNH�\RXU�LQKHULWDQFH��WKH�NLQJGRP�SUHSDUHG�IRU�\RX�VLQFH�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG���
IRU�,�ZDV�KXQJU\�DQG�\RX�JDYH�0H�IRRG��,�ZDV�WKLUVW\�DQG�\RX�JDYH�0H�GULQN��,�ZDV�D�VWUDQJHU�DQG�\RX�WRRN�0H�LQ��
,�ZDV�QDNHG�DQG�\RX�FORWKHG�0H��,�ZDV�VLFN�DQG�\RX�YLVLWHG�0H��,�ZDV�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�\RX�FDPH�WR�0H�
��7KHQ�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�ZLOO�DQVZHU�+LP��VD\LQJ��
/RUG��ZKHQ�GLG�ZH�VHH�<RX�KXQJU\�DQG�IHHG�<RX��RU�WKLUVW\�DQG�JLYH�<RX�GULQN"�
:KHQ�GLG�ZH�VHH�<RX�D�VWUDQJHU�DQG�WDNH�<RX�LQ��RU�QDNHG�DQG�FORWKH�<RX"�
2U�ZKHQ�GLG�ZH�VHH�<RX�VLFN��RU�LQ�SULVRQ��DQG�FRPH�WR�<RX"
��$QG�WKH�.LQJ�ZLOO�DQVZHU�DQG�VD\�WR�WKHP��
$VVXUHGO\��,�VD\�WR�\RX��LQDVPXFK�DV�\RX�GLG�LW�WR�RQH�RI�WKH�OHDVW�RI�WKHVH�0\�EUHWKUHQ��\RX�GLG�LW�WR�0H�
��7KHQ�+H�ZLOO�DOVR�VD\�WR�WKRVH�RQ�WKH�OHIW�KDQG��
'HSDUW�IURP�0H��\RX�FXUVHG��LQWR�WKH�HYHUODVWLQJ�ILUH�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�GHYLO�DQG�KLV�DQJHOV��
IRU�,�ZDV�KXQJU\�DQG�\RX�JDYH�0H�QR�IRRG��,�ZDV�WKLUVW\�DQG�\RX�JDYH�0H�QR�GULQN��
,�ZDV�D�VWUDQJHU�DQG�\RX�GLG�QRW�WDNH�0H�LQ��QDNHG�DQG�\RX�GLG�QRW�FORWKH�0H��VLFN�DQG�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�\RX�GLG�QRW�YLVLW�0H�
��7KHQ�WKH\�DOVR�ZLOO�DQVZHU�+LP��VD\LQJ��
/RUG��ZKHQ�GLG�ZH�VHH�<RX�KXQJU\�RU�WKLUVW\�RU�D�VWUDQJHU�RU�QDNHG�RU�VLFN�RU�LQ�SULVRQ��DQG�GLG�QRW�PLQLVWHU�WR�<RX"
��7KHQ�+H�ZLOO�DQVZHU�WKHP��VD\LQJ��
$VVXUHGO\��,�VD\�WR�\RX��LQDVPXFK�DV�\RX�GLG�QRW�GR�LW�WR�RQH�RI�WKH�OHDVW�RI�WKHVH��\RX�GLG�QRW�GR�LW�WR�0H�
��$QG�WKHVH�ZLOO�JR�DZD\�LQWR�HYHUODVWLQJ�SXQLVKPHQW��EXW�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�LQWR�HWHUQDO�OLIH����1.-�
This is known as the judgment of the nations, when the Chief Shepherd will divide the 
“sheep nations from the goat nations.” It is a judgment concerning the fate of those 
nations at the time of Christ’s return. He will determine the nations who will live on 
earth during the earthly reign of Messiah. 

 

1) The judge will be, “The Son of man, in all His glory.” 

2) He will be accompanied by a host of angelic beings. 

3) He will sit on a judgment throne on earth. 

4) All nations will be gathered before Him. 

5) He will separate the sheep nations to His right. 

6) The goat nations will go to His left. 
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7) The basis of judgment will be “How each nation treated His brethren.” V.40. 

8) His brethren are the Jews and Christians. (children of Abraham) 

9) The sheep nations will enter the Kingdom Age under Messiah’s rule. 

10) The goat nations will be banished from His presence forever. 

11) His throne will be in Jerusalem, the city of David. Zech 14:16. 

12) His rule will be over all the nations that remain on earth.  

13) The saints will rule with Him. Rev 11:15. 

14) His reign will be eternal. Dan 7:14. 
�
7+(�58/(�2)�7+(�(7(51$/�6+(3+(5'�
Jer 23:4-6 �,�ZLOO�VHW�XS�VKHSKHUGV�RYHU�WKHP�ZKR�ZLOO�IHHG�WKHP��DQG�WKH\�VKDOO�IHDU�QR�PRUH��QRU�EH�GLVPD\HG��QRU�VKDOO�WKH\�EH�ODFNLQJ���VD\V�WKH�/25'���%HKROG��WKH�GD\V�DUH�FRPLQJ���VD\V�WKH�/25'���7KDW�,�ZLOO�UDLVH�WR�'DYLG�D�%UDQFK�RI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��D�.LQJ�VKDOO�UHLJQ�DQG�SURVSHU��DQG�H[HFXWH�MXGJPHQW�DQG�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�LQ�WKH�HDUWK��,Q�+LV�GD\V�-XGDK�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG��DQG�,VUDHO�ZLOO�GZHOO�VDIHO\��QRZ�WKLV�LV�+LV�QDPH�E\�ZKLFK�+H�ZLOO�EH�FDOOHG��7+(�/25'�285�5,*+7(2861(66���1.-��
In the eternal kingdom reign of Messiah God will set up a structure of authority 
through which to reign over the kingdom of this world. The various persons appointed 
will rule with the heart of a shepherd. 
 

1) Jesus, the Messiah, will reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. Rev 11:15. 

2) David will reign under Him, as Vice regent to the throne. Jer 30:9; Ezek 
34:24-28; Hosea 3:4,5. 

3) The twelve apostles will rule. Matt 19:28; Luke 22:29,30. 

4) Resurrected saints will reign. Dan 7:18, 22, 27. Psa 149:4-9.  
-HU��������,�ZLOO�VHW�XS�VKHSKHUGV�RYHU�WKHP�ZKR�ZLOO�IHHG�WKHP��DQG�WKH\�VKDOO�IHDU�QR�PRUH��QRU�EH�GLVPD\HG��QRU�VKDOO�WKH\�EH�ODFNLQJ���VD\V�WKH�/25'��

 
5) The Lord shall be called Jehovah Tsidkenu, the Lord our Righteousness. 

6) He will be the righteous judge of all the earth. 
�� +LV�NLQJGRP�ZLOO�EH�DQ�HYHUODVWLQJ�.LQJGRP��

 
The resurrected saints who reign with Christ (Rev 5:9,10) under Messiah, King 
David, and the twelve apostles of the lamb, will rule as shepherds. (Jer 23:4) From 
this fact we may see how important it is for leaders to develop their shepherding 
attitude and skills, for this will be their eternal function. 
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